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What is open
space to you?
“places where there

are moments for
magic”

-Jourdan Keith

“places for just being
together”

-Mercedes Cordova-
Haleim

“it opens the mind and
senses and allows for
freedom”

-Erdris R. Syed R. Idrs

- Community Conversation
Meeting, December 3, 2005

Inclusive Needs
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The nice thing is, if
you improve the
quality of life for
people in your city,
you will end up
attracting new
people and
employers. Our
guality-of-life
measures helped
attract new
companies like
Boeing.

-Richard Daley,
Mayor of Chicago
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Lessons Learned

As schools lost their
effectiveness as
community anchors,
the same thing
happened to parks,
libraries and other
public spaces.
People stopped
using them, and the
City stopped taking
care of them. Or
maybe people
stopped using them
because the City
stopped taking care
of them.

- Richard Daley,
Mayor of Chicago
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Horace W.S.
Cleveland, a
landscape architect
whose work
included New York’s
Prospect Park and
Chicago’s South
Park Commission,
conceived and
designed a linear
open space system
for Minneapolis
organized around
natural hydrological
systems (rivers,
streams, lakes)
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[The Minneapolis
Parks and Recreation
Board] can recapture
the designs of
Olmsted and Wirth,
"perhaps America's
finest urban open
space network” while
restoring 5,000 years
of biological wisdom
in this landscape,
creating anew these
"... spots of trees, as
if planted by the hand
of art for the purpose
of ornamenting this
natural splendid
scene."
(W.R. Smith, 1837, in
Curtis,1959)
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Minneapolis Parks
and Recreation Board
received a 4-star
rating in 2000 from
Trust for Public Lands
and was described as
the “closest to park
nirvana.”

Before

PHOTO: THE KESTREL DESIGN GROUP
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New York City

Key Components NYC Open Space StatS / Yor
ANCHORS * serves 7,381,000 people

* Central Park « 52,938 acres (26.6% of city)

* Prospect Park

« Battery City Park e 7.17acres per 1000 people

» Waterfront Park System

« Gateway National » $41 per person

Recreation Area
* Van Cortland Park

CONNECTIONS

* parkways

* bike and greenway
system (350 miles)

» waterfront park system

* river corridors

NEIGHBORHOODS

* includes 700 vacant lots
transformed into gardens
(112 - TPL)

(36 — NYC Parks)
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Waterfront
Blueprint
Projects

sHudson River
Greenway

*Riverdale Station
*Dodge Dock

*Spuyten Duyuvil
Station and Penn
Central Triangle

Bronx River
Revitalization
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Major Components
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Urban Green Spaces Institute

Portland seeks “...a
full spectrum of
diverse, high-
quality parks, open
spaces, natural
areas, recreation
facilities and
excellent education
programs bring
joy, fulfillment and
growth to the lives
of Portland’s
residents.”
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Vancouver, BC

i, 1.5 Lively and Diverse by Nature

NOTABLE N ¥
FEATURES

Vancouver Parks
Mission

Provide, preserve and
advocate for parks and
recreation services to
benefit people,
communities and the
environment.
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What's Worked, What Hasn'’t

LESSONS
LEARNED

"Few cities'
possess such a
combination of
nearby natural
resources, a
splendid harbor, a
terrain ideally
suited for urban
use, an equable
climate, and a
setting of great
natural beauty."

- Harland
Bartholomew 1928
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Botanical Gardens
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Gardens

Environmental
Learning Parks
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Habitat Corridors
Healing Gardens

Parking Strip
Gardens

Playgrounds
Pocket Parks
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Streets/Trails
Water Streets
Waterfronts

Woonerfs
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Core areas of secure habitat are connected by movement corridors, |
Buffer zones around the core allow some compafible human development
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Pedestrian + Bicycle Oriented Spaces
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Open Space Types
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.| Implementation Mechanisms

Capital Campaigns
Conservation Easements
Fee Waivers

German Environmental
Law

Grants:
Municipal/State/Federal

Intermediary Agency
Matching Grants
Military Decomissioning
Mitigation, Brownfields
Non-profits

Real Estate ExciseTax
(REET)

Sales Tax-Earmarked

Tax Increment Financing
(TIR)

Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR)
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