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PLAN GOAL 

 
To create a bold integrated Open Space Plan with implementation strategies for Seattle’s next 
hundred years which will enhance the health and well-being of both our cultural and natural 
environments. This vision of a regenerative green infrastructure will strive to create a healthy, 
beautiful Seattle while maximizing our economic, social and ecological sustainability.  
 
 
 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES for the Open Space Plans 
 
REGIONAL RESPONSIVENESS 
1. Consider Seattle's role as an ecological, economic, and cultural crossroads; its location in 
one of the world's great estuaries and between two dramatic mountain ranges; its critical 
position as a threshold to two major watersheds (Cedar and Green/Duwamish); and its 
relationship to salt and fresh water bodies throughout the city. 
 
2. INTEGRATED AND MULTI-FUNCTIONAL 
Integrate a variety of types of open space within a unifying, coherent structure. Incorporate 
considerations for streets, creeks, parks, habitat, urban forests, trails, drainage, shorelines, 
commercial and civic spaces, back yards and buildings. Consider layering multiple functions 
and uses within green spaces to create high-functioning, high value open spaces. 
 
3. EQUITY AND ACCESSIBILITY 
Within a network of open spaces provide equitable access for all persons to a variety of outdoor 
and recreational experiences. Distribute appropriate open space types to every neighborhood, 
in order to address the needs of diverse population groups.  Prioritize public access to water.  
 
4. CONNECTIVITY/COHERENCE 
Create a wholly connected system that facilitates non-motorized movement, enhances habitat 
through connectivity, links diverse neighborhoods, and is easy to navigate and understand.  
Connect these in-city amenities to surrounding communities, trails and public lands.  
 
5. QUALITY, BEAUTY, IDENTITY and ROOTEDNESS 
Use Seattle's many natural strengths to create an exemplary, signature open space system. 
Build on intrinsic qualities, both natural and cultural; reflect, respond to and interpret geographic, 
ecological, aesthetic and cultural contexts; address emotional and spiritual needs; and inspire a 
deep connection to place.   

 
6. ECOLOGICAL FUNCTION AND INTEGRITY 
Expand the quantity and quality of natural systems in the city:  Provide quality habitat for all 
appropriate species, with a special emphasis on the waters' edge.  Design for hydrological 
health (water temperature, water quality, water regimes, stormwater), and consider appropriate 
water and resource conservation strategies. Connect to regional ecosystems in order to achieve 
integrity, resiliency and biodiversity in ecological systems in the face of climate change.  
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7. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Continue to make the city a safe and healthful place to live. Reduce the risk of natural hazards 
(slides, flooding, earthquake, soil and water contamination) while reclaiming and treating 
previously toxic sites. Provide multiple opportunities for exercise, physical activity, and a 
connection to nature to be integrated into daily lives.  
 
8. FEASIBILITY, FLEXIBILITY AND STEWARDSHIP 
While visionary, the plan should be lasting and feasible, with a complementary set of near-term 
implementation strategies that includes mechanisms for both public and private investment that 
are achievable in incremental steps and adaptable over time. (e.g. codes, funding sources and 
incentives). It should be maintainable, inspiring shared stewardship between public agencies, 
private businesses, and individual citizens to foster pride, purpose and community.  
 
 
 

PROCESS GOALS 
 

• To illustrate integrated open space systems and typologies for Seattle’s future 
development 

 
• To forge a striking vision between the public and private sector for Seattle’s 

interconnected network of open spaces over the next century 
 

• To illuminate the connection between open space, density, livability, and sustainability 
as applied to Seattle’s future development 

 
• To create a setting where leading regional designers, planners, politicians, developers, 

officials, and diverse groups of citizens can exchange ideas and develop new 
relationships 

 
• To broadly distribute the results of the charrette through a variety of means and 

venues—to citizens, elected representatives, policy-makers, students and designers—
and thereby influence future public policy and legislative initiatives 

 
• To catalyze a long-term advocacy coalition and planning process for Seattle's integrated 

open space 
 

• To assist in the prioritization of open space efforts in a timeline of targets that includes 
near-term actions (5, 10, 20 years), with ideas for funding strategies and mechanisms. 

 
• To initiate an outreach plan to spur more in-depth, community-based open space 

planning.  
 

• To begin the process of identifying conflicts in the city's codes that prevent 
environmental changes that may contribute to urban livability and ecological health. 

 
 
 

 
 


