Lake Union: The Heart of the City

Vision Statement

The Lake Union Basin is the heart of Seattle with a vibrant urban
waterfront that is accessible to all. A diversity of parks, habitat,
walking trails, COII\IT\GMM and rwdonual spaces creale an imerdinked

network of From shoreline to ridgeline the
lake is ly and visually to all of its ding
neighborhoods.

GOALS

TARGET GROWTH IN URBAN VILLAGES
+ Increase density in largeted areas throughout the study area
+ Continue to provide a variety of housing types

IMPROVE CONNECTIONS AND ACCESS

- Develop multimodal transportation systems that increase
connections and access 10 0pen space

+ Improve connections within and between neighborhoods

+ Integrate open space with the systems of pedesirian, bicycle, and
mass transit routes

- Build a streetcar to connect downtown to South Lake Union

+ Lid I-5 at the Pike and Pine Street area, connecting Capitol Hill with
South Lake Union

+ Support a SeaBus (passenger only ferry) which would connect
South Lake Union 1o Fremont and UW

SUPPORT COMMUNITY WITH OPEN SPACE

+ Create space for gathering and inferaction, such as plazas, pea
patches, parks, of broad . el

+ Design open space that enhances community identity, serves as
landmarks, and reflects local culiure

+ Enhance the quality of lile by creating a more beautiful envirenment

+ Serve the older and younger population and local demographics with
connections to the outdoors

COMMONS FOR EVERYONE

+ Provide accessible open space in underserved areas

+ Distribute grean space equitably among communities

- Provide neighborhood level, community level, and regional open
Spaces

+ Reduce acreage consumed by the auto to provide mare area for
CpeEn Space

CREATE A CITYWIDE OPEN SPACE NETWORK

+ Develop a system of open space corridors of routes 1o connect
neighborhood, community, and regional open space

+ Create a "Green Zone" around the perimeter of Lake Union

+ Facilate pedestrian and bicycle travel throughout the open space
network

+ Use this network to uniy cultural and ecological \fﬂ|uﬂ& BCONGMIC
and natural and

INCREASE OPEN SPACE AREA
+ Double the existing open space

IMPROVE AWARENESS OF LAKE UNION SUBBASIN
-+ Create more physical access to shoreling and provide for public use
+ Protect and enhance view corridors.

CREATE AND SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONAL
FOOD GROWTH

+ Support private and public urban agriculiure

+ Increase area dedicated to pea palches and other urban agriculiure

DESIGN FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

* Restore Lake Union so it can begin to function as a living and
healthy lake watershed

+ Improve the ecological function of existing and new open space

- Decentralize energy production and move toward resource self
sufficiency

+ Treat stormwater through natural systems within open space and
right-of-ways and increase permeability to soils

+ Create an interconnected system of green roofs

- Begin to daylight buried streams within the study area

ENHANCE THE LOCAL ECONOMY

- Create improvements that are atiractive to visitors and tourists in
appropriale locations

+ Provide open space as an amenity to local commercial districts, and
local cuslomers

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

1. Create incentives to build city i as part of

(Height for open space, green roofs, low income, efc.)
2. Rewrite cistern vs. water-take legal definition to match runoff volume
of natural conditians.

(coordinate with WA DOE and State legislators)
3. Generate cash (1axes) by quit claim deeding unused ROW andior
selling unused properties to purchase key parcels.

(open space, other key systems, or land in trust for open space)
4. Develop Joint venture p e
5. Pursue private open

(Tall roads, toll sites, etc).
6. Inventary all public lands and identity muliiple use opportunities.
7. Perform a hard surface audit and identify which surfaces can be
eliminated or resurfaced,

(Grey to green)
8. Coordinate with Seattle School District o identify which properties
have opan space potentialivalue, including surplus properties.
9. Emphasize the water in zoning, ordinances, codes, and all plans.
10. Create zoning overlay of open space needs based on Dept. of
Parks and Recreation Gap Analysis.

Include public and private open space in the averlay.

Include physical and visual access 1o Lake Union as an open
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