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Summary - Winds and along-shelf surface ocean
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The Columbia River plume can help transport HABs and

toxins from the south, northward along the WA coast.

However, the plume can also serve as a protective barrier

by preventing offshore toxins from reaching beaches.
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Fair weather can support plankton blooms whereas storms

can concentrate any plankton and toxins on beaches.
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return to generally southward (upwelling-favor-
able) winds by Saturday. A NOAA Ecosystem
cruise will be conducting offshore sampling
throughout the coming days, but the status and
extent of any offshore PN and toxins is presently
unknown. Given that, and the fact that razor clam
DA concentrations are very near to the closure
limits, means we must recommend caution. Beach
samples collected this week should serve as
excellent indicators for the upcoming harvest
period since the northward winds that started this
past weekend should deliver any offshore toxic PN
cells to area beaches where they may be detected.



