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Brief Description of
Research Project

The objectives of this small PacTrans project are to 1) produce outreach
curriculum for K-12 students that teach multi-modal transportation
engineering concepts, and 2) conduct at least seven outreach sessions
with elementary, middle and high schools in Pullman, WA, Moscow, ID,
and Coeur d’Alene Indian Reservation. This scope is directly relevant to
the PacTrans special topic areas of Access for All and Improved
Reliability Across Modes because the specific activities will include
multimodal transportation and isolated communities, and will include
diverse communities.

Workforce shortages in the transportation industry will put increased
stress on transportation employees as they struggle to meet the
demands of the nation’s large transportation network. Newcomers with
a diverse background in multi-modal transportation options will be
critical as sustainable transportation alternatives are given increased
priority during maintenance, operations, and expansion decisions. The
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has two programs focused on
K—12 Education and Training, one focuses on curriculum development
and the other providing summer camps for middle and high school
students focused on transportation.
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