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Brief Description of
Research Project

This PacTrans project will analyze the datasets collected from previous
research efforts, and to answer the following research questions:

(1) What was the “baseline” rockfall activity at the study sites, and how
did this vary (if at all) with fluctuations in local climate conditions?

(2) What are the mechanisms and factors that govern rockfall both
during and after the event; how, if at all, do these vary from the pre-
earthquake activity?

(3) How soon after the earthquake does rockfall activity and magnitude
return to baseline conditions?

(4) How is this influenced by short-term local weather conditions
during this period of “recovery”?

Answering these questions is critical for transportation agencies to plan
for and allocate resources optimally to address maintenance needs for
rock debris removal and slope mitigation, thus ensuring efficient
mobility of the transportation network.
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