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 Four broad program areas:

 Science – Patrick Gonzalez

 Adaptation – Cat Hawkins Hoffman

 Mitigation – Shawn Norton

 Communication – Angie Richman

 Employees within other Directorates



4 Key Elements

 Science

 Adaptation

 Mitigation

 Communication

Plus legal and policy 

considerations

NPS Climate Change Response Strategy



Science

 Conduct scientific research & vulnerability 

assessments to support NPS adaptation, 

mitigation, & communication

 Collaborate with scientific agencies & 

institutions to meet management needs

 Learn from and apply the best available 

climate change science



Adaptation

Initiatives and measures to reduce the 

vulnerability of natural and human systems 

against actual or expected climate change 

effects.

Upcoming Efforts:

 NCAP

 Park Access 

• Coordinated with MORA 

projects (geologists, 

VERP)

• Transportation Scholar



Mitigation

 Reduce the NPS carbon footprint

 Promote energy efficient practices, such as 

alternative transportation

 Enhance carbon sequestration as one of many 

ecosystem services

 Integrate mitigation into all business practices, 

planning, and NPS culture



Communication

 Coordinate and distribute climate change 

information throughout the National Park Service

 Increase climate change knowledge and 

understanding within the NPS

 Provide external communications about the 

implications of climate change & NPS response 

 Model and communicate sustainable practices 

that lead by example



NPS Climate Change Implementation Plan
Under Development 

Effort being lead by the WASO CCRP

• Dovetails off of the Climate Change Response 

Strategy

• 4 Work Groups: Science, Adaptation, Mitigation, 

Communication

• 2 rounds of reviews and completion by the end of 

FY 2011



Pacific West Region  

Climate Change Coordination Committee 

(C4)
 Share information, promote, and integrate climate 

change activities across the Pacific West Region.

 Cross-walk regional climate change efforts with NPS 

CCRP

 Organize and share climate change information with 

parks, directorate, program areas and partners.

 Articulate a regional climate change strategy 

(Science, adaptation, mitigation and communication)



Other PWR 

Climate Change Tools




