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CURRICULUM VITAE        

 
DENNIS RASMUSSEN 
 
 
1.  PERSONAL DATA 
 
 
2.  EDUCATION 
 
    1974 B.S.  University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire                    
    Zoology/Chemistry 
 
    1980   Ph.D. Purdue University 
    Interdisciplinary Neuroscience Program 
 
3.  POSTGRADUATE TRAINING 
 

1981-1983 Postdoctoral Scholar 
    Neuroendocrinology 
    Department of Reproductive Medicine 
    University of California, San Diego 
 
4.  FACULTY POSITIONS HELD 
 
 1983-1984 Assistant Research Endocrinologist 
    Department of Reproductive Medicine 
    University of California, San Diego 
 
 1984-1990 Assistant Professor 
    Department of Reproductive Medicine 
    University of California, San Diego 
 
 1990-1994 Associate Professor 
                      Department of Reproductive Medicine 
                      University of California, San Diego 
 
 1994-2001 Research Associate Professor 
    Department of Medicine 
    University of Washington, Seattle 
     
 1994-pres  Health Science Specialist, VA Puget Sound Health Care   
    System 
 
 1994-pres  Research Affiliate 
    Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute 
    University of Washington, Seattle 
 
 2001-2004 Research Associate Professor 
    Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences  
    University of Washington, Seattle 
 
 2004-pres  Research Professor 



    Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences  
    University of Washington, Seattle 
 
 2007-pres  Associate Director for Research 

VA VISN 20 Northwest Network Mental Illness Research, Education 
and Clinical Center  

 
 
5.  HOSPITAL POSITIONS HELD 
 
 None 
 
6.  HONORS 
 
 Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society, inducted in 1973 
 B.S. Cum Laude, 1974 
 David Ross Fellowship, 1978-1979 
 Alpha Zeta Honorary, inducted in 1979 
 NIH National Research Service Award, 1981-1982 
 Serono In-Training Award, 1983 
 Mellon Foundation Faculty Scholar Award, 1984-1985 
 Glenn Foundation Endocrinology and Aging Award, 1998 
 
7.  BOARD CERTIFICATION 
 
 N/A  
 
8.  LICENSE TO PRACTICE 
 
 N/A 
 
9.  PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 Society for Neuroscience 
 The Endocrine Society     
 Research Society on Alcoholism 
 International Society of Neuroendocrinology 
 International Society of Psychoneuroendocrinology 
 International Society for Brain Research on Alcoholism 
     
10.  TEACHING  
 

1986 - 1993:  UCSD Physiology/Pharmacology 239, Reprod. Med. 229: "Practical 
Design and Evaluation of Biomedical Research."  Sole instructor. 
 
1987 – 1993, alternating years: UCSD Reproductive Medicine 227: 
"Neuroendocrinology."  Team-taught; responsible for 15% of lectures. 

 
1988, 1989:  UCSD Fifth College 90: "Mind-body integration: brain, endocrine, 
immune and behavioral interactions."  Undergraduate seminar course co-taught with 
one other instructor, with equally shared responsibilities. 

 
1989 - 1993, alternating years:  UCSD Neuroscience 234: "Molecular and Cellular 
Neurochemistry."  Team-taught; responsible for 12.5% of lectures. 
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1994 - pres:  ad hoc lecturing at American Lake and Seattle VA Medical Centers and 
the University of Washington Departments of Medicine, Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
and Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences; active mentoring of MIRECC psychiatrist 
and psychologist fellows in behavioral research methodology and data analysis, 
including didactic teaching of a range of topics in neuroscience and experimental 
design; membership on junior faculty mentoring committees. 

 
11.  EDITORIAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Frequent ad hoc reviewing: Endocrinology, Neuroendocrinology, Alcoholism: Clinical and 
Experimental Research, Alcohol, Journal of Pineal Research, Neuropsychopharmacology.  
Others on less frequent basis.  
 
12.  SPECIAL NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

1992-pres. Ad hoc grant proposal reviewing for the National Science Foundation, 
USDA, Pew Foundation, Life and Health Insurance Medical Research 
Fund, Searle Foundation, Laylor Foundation 

1999-pres  NIH Special Emphasis Panels (reviews of individual investigator, 
center, INIA consortium, supplement, and fellowship applications; 14 
panels total): ZAA1 E 02 , ZAA1 AA 02, ZRG1 IFCN, ZAA1 AA 76, 
ZRG1 IFCNI 03, ZAA1 CC 26, ZZAA1 DD 23, ZAA1 DD 33, ZAA1 DD 
62, ZAA1 DD 71, ZAA1 SRC(99), ZAA1 CC 15 1, ZAA1 JJ 14L, 
ZRG1 IFCN-H(95). 

2004   VA Merit Review Subcommittee for Neurobiology-A (review of grant 
proposals) 

2006-2007 Ad hoc: Neurotoxicity and Alcohol (NAL) Study Section; Integrative, 
Functional and Cognitive Neuroscience IRG; CSR; NIH  

2007-pres  Member: Neurotoxicity and Alcohol (NAL) Study Section; Integrative, 
Functional and Cognitive Neuroscience IRG; CSR; NIH 

2007   Dept of Defense Congressionally Directed Medical Research 
Program (DCMRP) Peer Review Panel: PTSD Neurobiology and 
Genetics #1  

  
13.  SPECIAL LOCAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
 1984-1993 Member, UCSD Academic Senate 
 1985-1993 Member, UCSD Neurosciences Graduate Program 
 1987-1993 Fellows Selection Committee, Department of Reproductive Medicine, 

UCSD School of Medicine 
1988-1989 Coordinator, Research Seminar Series, Department of Reproductive 

Medicine, UCSD School of Medicine 
  1988-1989 Curriculum Consultant for the California Department of    
   Education, Accrediting Commission. 
 1988-1993 Departmental Representative, Preclinical Faculty       
   Steering Committee, UCSD School of Medicine 
 1988-1993 Treasurer, Preclinical Faculty Steering Committee, UCSD School of  
   Medicine.  
      1989-1991 Recruitment and Admissions Committee, UCSD School of                   
   Medicine. 
 1990-1993 UCSD Academic Senate Committee on Research, Health      
   Sciences Subcommittee 
 1990-1993 Faculty Research Committee, UCSD School of Medicine 



 1990-1991 Coordinator, Research Seminar Series, Department of Reproductive 
Medicine, UCSD School of Medicine 

1991-1993 Searle Scholar nomination review committee, UCSD School of Medicine 
1991-1993 Pew Scholar nomination review committee, UCSD School of Medicine 

 1991-1993 Student Affairs Committee, UCSD School of Medicine 
 1992-1993 Neurosciences Graduate Program Minor Proposition Examination 

Committee, UCSD School of Medicine 
1992-1993 Faculty Promotions Review Committee, Department of Reproductive 

Medicine, UCSD School of Medicine  
1993   Life and Health Insurance Medical Research Fund Biomedical 

Research Grant review committee, UCSD School of Medicine 
1993   Chairman, UCSD Academic Senate Committee on Research, Health 

Sciences Subcommittee 
   1994   Lecturer, VA Women’s Health Symposium, Tacoma, WA 

1994-1996 Coordinator, Research Conferences, Research Service, American 
Lake VA Medical Center 

1994-1995 Acting Associate Chief of Staff for Research on an ad hoc basis in the 
absence of the ACOS for R&D, American Lake VA Medical Center 

1994-1995 Research and Development Committee, American Lake VA Medical 
Center 

1995-1996     Chairman, Research and Development Committee, American Lake 
VA Medical Center  

1996   Seattle/American Lake VAMC Research and Development merger 
working group. 

1996-1997 VA Puget Sound Health Care System (VAPSHCS) Research and 
Development Committee  

1996-2002 Acting Deputy Associate Chief of Staff for Research and Development 
on an ad hoc basis in the absence of the Deputy ACOS for R&D, 
VAPSHCS American Lake Division 

1998-2000 VAPSHCS Research and Development Animal Studies Subcommittee 
2003   Chairman, VAPSHCS Research and Development Equipment ad hoc 

subcommittee 
1999-2002 University of Washington (UW) School of Medicine Admissions 

Committee 
2000-2002 VAPSHCS Research and Development Space Subcommittee  
2002-2004 UW Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute (ADAI) Grant Program review 

committee 
2002-2004 Chairman, VAPSHCS Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 
2002-2004   VAPSHCS Research and Development Committee 
2003-2004 Neuroscience Faculty Search Committee, Department of Psychiatry 

and Behavioral Sciences, UW 
2004-pres  Resident Applicant Interviewing Committee, Department of Psychiatry 

and Behavioral Sciences, UW 
2004-2006 Elected member, UW Faculty Senate 
2004-2007 Elected member, Council On Research and Graduate Education, UW 

School of Medicine 
2004-2005 Addictions/Trauma Workgroup, Department of Psychiatry and 

Behavioral Sciences, UW    
2005-2007 UW Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute (ADAI) Small Grant Program 

review committee 
2005   Co-chair, VAPSHCS Building 13/34 Advisory Committee 
2005-2008 UW Faculty Council on Student Affairs 
2006-pres  Chairman, VAPSHCS Research and Development Space 

Subcommittee 
2006   UW School of Medicine CORGE Subcommittee for reviewing Provost 

Bridge Funding proposals 
2006-2009 UW Dept. of Psychiatry Faculty mentorship committee: Paul Philips 
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2006-2009 VA Career Development Award mentorship committee: Valerie Olson 
2007   UW Department of Psychiatry Research Task Force 
2007   UW Faculty Councils Nominating Committee 
2009   Faculty Promotions Review Committee, Department of Psychiatry 

and Behavioral Sciences, UW 
2009-pres  Elected member, Council On Research and Graduate Education, UW 

School of Medicine 
2009-pres  VAPSHCS Research and Development Scientific Review 

Subcommittee 
 

 
14.  RESEARCH FUNDING 
 

NIH National Research Service Award, 1981-1983; $38,200.  Postdoctoral support. 
 

Mellon Foundation Young Investigator in Reproductive Science Award, 8/83-6/86; 
$255,000.  Role: Principal Investigator. 

 
  NIH/NICHD R01 HD22608  "Regulation of hypothalamic pulsatile GnRH 
 secretion", 12/86-6/90; $274,139 direct costs.  Role: Principal Investigator. 
 

NIH/NICHD P50 HD12303 Unit 4  "POMC peptides in the neuroendocrinology of 
reproduction" 12/87-4/93; $320,696 direct costs.  Role: Principal Investigator. 

     
U.C. Tobacco Related Disease Research Program 2IT0040  "A hypothalamic 
mechanism of nicotine reward and addiction", 7/91-6/92; $62,060 direct costs.  Role: 
Principal Investigator.  

 
VA Research Advisory Group  "Opiomelanocortinergic regulation and integration in 
drug abuse: cocaine."  10/94-9/95; $55,200 direct costs.  Role:  Principal 
Investigator. 

 
NIH R01 AA10567 "Alcohol Effects on Opiomelanocortinergic regulation"  7/01/94-    
6/30/97; $156,674 direct costs.  Role:  Principal Investigator. 
 
UW Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute, "A New Model for Investigating 
Developmental Responses to Fetal Drug Exposure: Prenatal Alcohol Effects on 
Brain Opiomelanocortinergic Regulation."  02/15/95-02/14/98; $14,994 direct costs.  
Role:  Principal Investigator. 
 
Supplement to NIH R01 AA10567 “Alcohol Effects on Opiomelanocortinergic 
regulation"   07/01/97-06/30/98; $52,381 direct costs.  Role:  Principal Investigator 
 
NIH R01 AA10567 "Alcohol Effects on Opiomelanocortinergic Regulation"  04/01/98-
03/31/04; $453,006 direct costs.  Role:  Principal Investigator. 
 
NIH R21 DK61766  “Metabolic Changes During Aging: A Role for Melatonin”  
07/01/02-06/30/04; $200,000 direct costs.  Role:  Principal Investigator.   

   
NIH R01 AA013881-01  “Neuroendocrine Therapy of Alcohol Abuse”  05/01/03-
04/30/07 (extended to 04/30/09); $600,000 direct costs.  Role:  Principal 
Investigator. 
 



NIH 2R01 AA010567-07A2  “Alcohol Effects on Opiomelanocortinergic Regulation”, 
04/01/05-03/31/10; $1,000,000 direct costs.  Role: Principal Investigator.  
 
NIH 1P20AA017839-01  “Center for Neuroregulation in Alcohol Dependence 
(CeNiAD).  Exploratory Project 1:  “Effects of Pharmacologic Reduction of 
Noradrenergic Signaling on Alcohol Ingestion by Alcohol Preferring (P) Rats”  
09/30/09-08/31/11; $983,591 direct costs for overall Center (PI: Andrew Saxon), 
$183,975 direct costs for Exploratory Project 1.  Role:  Project Leader for 
Exploratory Project 1 and Associate Director for overall Center.  
 
NIH 1R01AA018604-01A1  “Noradrenergic Agents as Potential New 
Pharmacotherapies for Alcohol Drinking”  03/01/10-02/28/15; $1,185,880 direct 
costs.  Role:  Principal Investigator (Contact).  This is a multiple PI project 
administered by the Seattle Institute for Biomedical and Clinical Research; the co-PI 
is Dr. Jan Froehlich of Indiana University.       
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