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New Bridges Center Faculty Associates
Hwasook Nam joined 
the faculty of the History 
Dept. and the Jackson 
School of International 
Studies in the fall of 
2007. Hwasook grew 
up in Seoul, South 

Korea where she studied Korean history, 
earning an MA degree at Seoul National 
University. Her thesis was on the colonial 
Korean women’s movement. She continued 
her graduate work at the UW with the late 
professor of History, James Palais. While a 
PhD student, Hwasook worked as a certified 
interpreter, helping Korean immigrants 
at clinics and courts, and as a full time 
temporary worker at a high-tech company 
in Redmond. Working as a temp redoubled 
her commitment to labor studies and her 
research on shipbuilding worker activism in 
twentieth-century Korea. Hwasook earned 
her doctoral degree in 2003 and taught 
Korean and Asian history at the University 
of Utah for four years. Her first book, 
Labor’s Place in South Korean Development, 
will be published by the UW Press next 
year. This fall she will be in South Korea, 
conducting research for her next book on 
the history of slavery and domestic servant 
labor in Korea. Hwasook benefited from a 
graduate research grant from the Bridges 

Center in 1995 and she is looking forward 
to being involved in the activities of the 
Center in coming years. 

Angelina Snodgrass 
Godoy received her PhD 
in Sociology from UC 
Berkeley in 2001, and 
joined the UW’s Jackson 
School of International 
Studies faculty in 2002. 

Her recent research has examined issues of 
violence, social control, human rights, and 
democracy, particularly in Latin America. 
Her book, Popular Injustice: Violence, 
Community, and Law in Latin America 
(Stanford University Press, 2006), focuses 
on the spread of highly punitive forms of 
social control (known locally as mano dura) 
in post-authoritarian Latin America, and on 
the use of vigilante “justice”. At present, 
she is conducting research on free trade 
agreements and their effects on health and 
human rights. Godoy teaches courses in 
human rights, social theory, and special 
topics relating to violence, democracy, 
and the law. Students who participate 
in Godoy’s study abroad course are part 
of the UW’s Guatemala Project, a youth 
empowerment project connected to the 
Movimiento de Trabajadores Campesinos, 
MTC, a Guatemalan NGO. Students meet 

with women leaders from SITRACIMA and 
SITRACHOI, the only two existing unions in 
the entire maquiladora industry (apparel 
sweatshops), and are currently developing 
a campaign to help a group of women work-
ers there who have been illegally fired. 

Jake Rosenfeld joined 
the UW’s Dept. of 
Sociology in the fall of 
2007 from Princeton 
University, where he 
recently completed a 
dissertation analyzing 

various political effects of the decline of 
labor unions since the Reagan administra-
tion. His main interests include work and 
occupations, stratification, political sociol-
ogy, and criminology. A recent investigation 
into the changing effects of work stoppages 
on wages was published in Social Forces; 
another article on the relationship between 
mid-level managerial pay and union decline 
appeared in Research in Social Stratification 
and Mobility. This fall, Rosenfeld will teach 
a course that takes a comparative look at 
labor unions in the advanced democracies, 
with a special focus on U.S. exceptionalism. 
The Bridges Center will soon be sponsoring 
a presention of his new work on labor union 
participation and voter turnout.

Rich Austin was born in 
Berkeley, CA to activist 
parents and first worked 
on the waterfront in 
1956. Rich registered 
as a longshoreman in 
San Francisco in 1967, 

where he served on numerous commit-
tees and held various offices at Local 10, 
until transferring north to Everett Local 32 
in 1976. In 1988 he became a member of 
the ILWU Coast Labor Relations Committee 
and later served as an ILWU International 
Vice-President. Rich retired from the wa-
terfront in 2003, but will never retire from 
the ILWU. In 2006 he was elected President 
of the ILWU Pacific Coast Pensioners 
Association. Rich serves on the Skagit 
County Democratic Central Committee, 
the Labor and Progressive Caucuses of 
the Washington State Democratic Central 
Committee, the WSDCC Affirmative Action 
Committee, and is on the Executive Board 
of the Washington State Alliance for Retired 
Americans. Rich and his wife, Mona, live in  

north Puget Sound. He is the proud father 
of Anita and Rich, Jr., loving grandfather 
to Avery, Cole, Joe, and step-grandfather 
to Annie and Katie. His son-in-law Grant, 
daughter-in-law Gretchen, and Mona’s 
children and grandchildren round out their 
happy family. He lists his priorities as 
family first and union second, and remains 
committed to the struggle for social and 
economic justice and peace. 

Washington State 
Sen. Jeanne Kohl-
Welles, D-Seattle, has 
represented the 36th 
Legislative District in 
the Washington State 
Senate since 1995. 

She also served for three years in the 
state House of Representatives, where 
she was elected majority whip. Today 
Kohl-Welles serves as chair of the Senate 
Labor, Commerce, Research & Development 
Committee, where she has championed leg-
islation protecting workers, reforming the 

state’s unemployment insurance system 
and promoting Washington’s burgeoning 
wine and beer industries. She is also a 
member of the Senate Health & Long-Term 
Care, Rules, and Ways & Means commit-
tees. Kohl-Welles earned her BA and MA 
in education at California State University, 
Northridge, and her MA and PhD in sociol-
ogy of education from UCLA. Prior to her 
election to the Legislature, she served as 
assistant dean/coordinator of women’s 
programs at the University of California, 
Irvine, and educational equity special-
ist for the U.S. Department of Education, 
assisting school districts in implementing 
Title IX. In addition, she taught sociology 
and women’s studies at California State 
University Long Beach & Fullerton. She 
has been teaching courses on gender and 
education and women at the University of 
Washington for the past 21 years. She’s 
an expert witness in lawsuits on sexual 
harassment and misconduct in schools and 
mail-order bride abuses. 

New Bridges Center Visiting Committee Members



Harry Bridges Center for Labor Studies
University of Washington
Box 353530
Seattle, WA 98195-3530

Support the Harry 
Bridges Center for 
Labor Studies
The Harry Bridges Endowed Chair and 
Center for Labor Studies were founded 
through the initiative of members of the 
International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union. We continue to build upon that 
legacy in order to provide support for 
UW students, research, public programs, 
and other labor-related activities. 

We need your support to continue to 
provide these valuable opportunities. 
All donations are tax-deductible; checks 
should be made out to the University of 
Washington Foundation (use the memo 
line to indicate which fund you wish to 
designate for your contribution). If you 
would like to use a credit card, please 
visit: www.uwfoundation.org

calendar of Upcoming Events
Complete information about all events is available at our website:  
depts.washington.edu/pcls

October 26, 2007

Professor Gina Neff (Communications) will 
give a talk entitled “Risk and Labor in the 
New Economy”

November 8, 2007

Launch for Professor Mark A. Smith’s  
(Political Science) new book Right Talk:  
How Conservatives Transformed the Great 
Society – reception at 6:00, talk at 7:00

November 16, 2007

Visiting speaker Cesar Rodriguez-Garavito 
(Universidad de los Andes, Law)

November 19, 2007

Visiting speaker Edna Bonacich  
(University of California Riverside, Sociology 
and Ethnic Studies)

November 27, 2007

Visiting speaker Robert Fishman  
(University of Notre Dame, Sociology)

December 4, 2007

Professor Jake Rosenfeld (Sociology) will 
speak about his recent work on unions

January 29, 2008

Visiting speaker Peter Cole (Western Illinois 
University, History) will discuss his new 
book Wobblies on the Waterfront: Interracial 
Unionism in Progressive-Era Philadelphia

February 5, 2008

Visiting speaker Rev. James Lawson, civil 
rights leader and United Methodist pastor

February 12, 2008

Ian Ruskin will perform From Wharf Rats to 
Lords of the Docks: The Life and Times of 
Harry Bridges

Spring 2008

Annual Awards Celebration
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