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I borrow this title 
from the headline 
of the recent Seattle 
Times article about 
our new Labor 
Archives (9/17). 

“Solidarity Forever preserved” captures per-
fectly the importance of what we are build-
ing. After almost three years of planning, the 
Labor Archives of Washington State opens 
this month in the Special Collections Library 
at the University of Washington. 

The archives will preserve the records and 
resources of unions and labor activists and 
ensure that the heritage of the labor move-
ment is not lost. Labor has done so much to 
shape the state of Washington. Now we have 
a permanent home for that history. 

At our Sunday, November 14th Awards 
Celebration we will welcome the new archi-
vist, Conor Casey and celebrate the opening 

of the Labor Archives. The campaign to build 
the archives has itself been an example 
of labor solidarity. We are going to thank 
the many unions and the many wonderful 
people whose contributions are making 
this possible. At a time when budget cuts 
are devastating libraries, universities, and 
other public institutions, friends of labor are 
donating the money to create and sustain 
this important enterprise. please look over 
the Founder’s Circle names in this newsletter 
and consider joining them. 

For the Harry Bridges Center for Labor 
Studies this has been a pivotal year. The 
opening of the Labor Archives is one of sev-
eral milestones. More students than ever are 
taking our labor studies classes and many 
are also finding internship opportunities 
with unions and social justice organizations. 

Two major gifts add to the scholarships that 
we offer. The Silme Domingo & gene Viernes 

Scholarship is funded by a generous endow-
ment from the Inlandboatmen’s Union. 
The gundlach Scholarship in Labor Studies 
comes from the estate of our much missed 
friend Jean gundlach, Harry Bridges’ long 
time assistant and one of the founders of the 
Chair and Center that bear his name.

We are also adding faculty. We welcome six 
new faculty associates this year. And our 
program of labor research projects, website 
projects, conferences, talks, book launches, 
and films has become more and more ambi-
tious. I hope you are following all of this on 
our website and bimonthly “Labor Talks” 
email announcements. 

Our friends of the Harry Bridges Center for 
Labor Studies list continues to grow. This 
newsletter is going out to 2,200 friends. 
Thank you all for supporting what we do.
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solidarity forever Preserved
MeSSAge FrOM THe CHAIr – JAMeS gregOry

(continued on page 6 )

This year’s annual awards banquet will mark 
a special occasion — the grand opening of 
the Labor Archives of Washington State! 
please join us over dinner and drinks as we 
welcome new labor archivist Conor Casey 
and honor our students’ and faculty’s  
achievements.

Due to past high attendance, we ask that 
people reserve tickets in advance, free 
of charge. 

please reserve your free tickets today by con-
tacting the Bridges Center at (206) 543-7946 
or pcls@u.washington.edu. A small number 
of tickets will also be available at the door.

aNNual awards 
CeleBratioN

Celebrate Labor Studies – Support the Labor Archives!

Sunday, November 14, 2010 
5-8PM 
Walker-Ames Room, Kane Hall 
University of Washington, Seattle

SponSor a table! For the second 
straight year, the banquet is raising funds 
for the Labor Archives of Washington State. 
We ask that organizations sponsor a table 
by making a donation of $500 or $1,000 
to the Labor Archives Fund. Individuals are 
welcome to sponsor a table as well.

All donors giving $500 or more will join 
the Labor Archives Founder’s Circle, to be 
memorialized on a special plaque to be 
placed with the Harry Bridges Memorial 
Statue in the University of Washington 

library. Please see inside this newsletter 
for more information.

All donations are tax-deductible. To spon-
sor a table or make a donation, please 
contact the Bridges Center at (206) 543-
7946 or pcls@u.washington.edu , or send 
a check payable to “UW Foundation – Labor 
Archives Fund” to Harry Bridges Center for 
Labor Studies, University of Washington, 
UW Box 353530, Seattle, WA 98195-3530.
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Build the Labor Archives of Washington State 

JoiN the fouNder’s CirCle

DonorS to the labor archiveS of 
Washington State now have the opportunity 
to be memorialized forever as members of 
the Archives Founder’s Circle.

Founder’s Circle names will be inscribed on a 
plaque and displayed with the Harry Bridges 
statue in the entrance to the University of 
Washington’s Suzzallo Library. Founder’s 
Circle donations can be made at four levels: 
Silver ($500 up), gold ($1,000 up), platinum 
($3,000 up) or Legacy ($5,000 up). 

A Legacy donation can be a great way to 
memorialize a beloved friend while help-
ing to build this important educational 
resource. you may also make a recurring 
pledge to help ensure the Labor Archives’ 
longevity. Contact us by phone or donate 
on-line to set up a monthly or annual dona-
tion via credit card.

All donations in 2010 and 2011 will be 
matched by the ILWU Longshore Division, up 
to $50,000 each year.

Send your tax-deductible contribution to:
UW Foundation-Labor Archive Fund 
Harry Bridges Center for Labor Studies 
University of Washington Box  353530 
Seattle, WA 98195-3530

By credit card: Donate securely on-line 
at depts.washington.edu/pcls, or call 
206-543-7946.

By check: please make 
payable to “University 
of Washington 
Foundation” and 
write “Labor Archive 
Fund” on the memo 
line.

HARRy BRidgeS CHAiR
James Gregory

BRidgeS CeNteR StAff
andrew hedden, Coordinator
leo baunach, Work Study Assistant

StANdiNg CoMMittee
George lovell
Michael Mccann 
ileana rodríguez-Silva
Glennys Young

ViSitiNg CoMMittee
richard austin
rick bender
Steve conway
Kim cook
robert Duggan
David Freiboth  
Guadalupe Gamboa
richard Gurtiza
Jon halgren
ted hansen
bob hasegawa
Michael herschensohn
Ken Jacobsen 
verlene Jones
Joanne Jugum
ian Kennedy
Jeanne Kohl-Welles
thomas lux
ronald Magden
rudy Martinez 
terri Mast
robert Mcellrath
ross rieder
robert rogers
lila Smith
conrad Spell 
herald Ugles
emily van bronkhorst
eugene vrana
Joe Wenzl

BRidgeS CHAiRS eMeRiti
David olson
charles bergquist
Margaret levi
Michael honey
Dan Jacoby

CoNtACt US At:
harry bridges center for labor Studies
University of Washington
box 353530
Seattle, Wa 98195-3530

206-543-7946
pcls@u.washington.edu
depts.washington.edu/pcls

LegACy ($5000+)
Organizations
ilWU longshore Division, $150,000
Washington State labor council, $30,000
bridges center for labor Studies, $30,000

Individuals
bud havlisch, $5,000
terry Mason, $5,000

PLAtiNUM ($3000+)
Organizations
ilWU local 23, $3,000

Individuals
Jon & carina halgren, $3,011
James Gregory & Susan Glenn, $3,000

goLd ($1000+)
Organizations
pierce county clc, $1,500
Seattle ilWU pension club, $1,500
Joint council of teamsters no. 28, $1,000
SeiU local 925, $1,000
Wa State council of Fire Fighters, $1,000

Individuals
robert Kaplan & Margaret levi, $1,500
robert Duggan, $1,000
Ken Jacobsen, $1,000
Shirley Mccabe, $1,000 

SiLVeR ($500+)
Organizations
iaM District 751, $751
ilWU local 21, $750 
UW history Department, $500
UW Jackson School, $500
MlK Jr. county labor council, $500
pacific coast Maritime history committee, 
$500
UW political Science Department, $500
SeiU 1199nW, $500
Speea, $500

Individuals
John & Jean hammerback, $650
ian Kennedy & Michele Drayton, $600
arthur & lynn Mink, $550
russell c. alexander, $500
charles bergquist & hwasook nam, $500
David & Kay brennan, $500
peter chelemdos, $500
ronald Magden, $500
betty J. Martinsen, $500
randall & Karen nelson, $500 
ray nelson, $500
lila h. Smith, $500 

founder’s Circle Members
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iNtroduCiNg laBor arChivist CoNor Casey

the labor archiveS oF WaShinGton 
State will soon be a reality. Following an 
intensive eight month search, the Harry 
Bridges Center for Labor Studies, in con-
junction with the University of Washington 
Library, is proud to announce the hiring of 
new Labor Archivist Conor Casey. 

Conor brings with him years of personal, 
scholarly and professional experience with 
the labor movement and the preservation of 
its history. From 2001 to 2008, he worked 
at the Labor Archives and research Center 
at San Francisco State University, eventually 
becoming archivist and visual collections 
curator. Accredited through the Academy of 
Certified Archivists, Conor holds a Masters 
of Arts in US History from San Francisco 
State University, and a Master of Library and 
Information Science degree from San José 
State University.

Conor first became interested in labor his-
tory through researching family history. His 
maternal grandfather was a striking San 

Francisco ILA longshoreman during the 1934 
pacific Coast Maritime strike and was later a 
member of ILWU Ship’s Clerks Local 34. His 
paternal grandfather was a lifelong union 
electrician for IBeW Local 6, and both of his 
grandmothers worked as union members 
as well. Casey’s father recently retired as a 
teacher and California Teacher’s Association 
chapter president.

As Labor Archivist, Conor will oversee 
the development of the Labor Archives 
of Washington State, managing labor-
related materials already in the UW Special 
Collections as well as advising unions 
on records management and donations. 
In addition, he will develop educational 
programs ensuring Washington’s labor his-
tory is widely accessible to union members, 
schools, and the general public.

The committee tasked with hiring for 
the Labor Archivist position was deeply 
impressed by Conor’s credentials, his close 
familiarity with the labor movement and 

his enthusiasm for the position. He made it 
clear that this is his dream job. Conor begins 
work this fall. 

Please join us in welcoming Casey at this 
year’s Bridges Center Annual Awards 
Celebration, Sunday, November 14.

each Year the 
briDGeS center 
honorS a significant 
faculty or commu-
nity supporter with 
the Robert Duggan 
Distinguished 
Supporter of Labor 
Studies Award. The 

award allows us to recognize those individu-
als who have contributed to the success of 
the Bridges Center since its beginning. 

david freiboth

Upon becoming executive Secretary-
Treasurer of the Martin Luther King Jr. County 
Labor Council, AFL-CIO in 2006, David 
Freiboth joined the Harry Bridges Center’s 
Visiting Committee as an ex officio member. 
But his involvement with the Bridges Center 
goes back to the early 1990s when he was an 
early supporter of the campaign to establish 
an endowed Chair named for Harry Bridges 
at University of Washington.

He has been a wonderful friend to the Center 
ever since. In February 2009, he arranged 
for MLK County Labor Council to join with 
the Bridges Center in a day long conference 

distiNguished suPPorter award

celebrating the 90th anniversary of the 
Seattle general Strike at Seattle’s Labor 
Temple. He visits the UW campus regularly 
to speak to Labor Studies classes and 
events. In January 2010, he participated 
in the “Labor Futures: 2010 and Beyond” 
forum hosted by the Bridges Center’s Labor, 
Knowledge and economy working group. 

Absolutely invaluable has been his role 
in developing the Labor Archives of 
Washington State. He serves as co-chair of 
the Labor Archives Organizing Committee 
which has raised the funds to open the 
Archives this fall. And he will serve on the 

Archives Advisory committee, charged with 
providing guidance in the years ahead.

David entered organized labor in 1975 as a 
deckhand for the Washington State Ferry 
system. He was first elected to office in 
1987 with the Inlandboatmen’s Union of the 
pacific. Beginning in 1995, he served as the 
Maritime Trades representative on the M. L. 
King County Labor Council executive Board 
for eight years. Now, as executive Secretary-
Treasurer of the Council, David serves 
approximately 125 local unions represent-
ing over 75,000 members in King County, 
Washington.

David’s interest in labor is both practical and 
scholarly. He currently attends the National 
Labor College and expects to graduate in 
2010 with a BA in Labor History, continuing 
his long-held interest in the value of educa-
tion. “My goal in life is to always be useful 
for working people,” he says, “and to bring 
awareness for the need for economic justice 
and fairness.” David’s contributions towards 
that goal and towards the goals of the 
Bridges Center make him this year’s honored 
recipient of the Robert Duggan Distinguished 
Supporter of Labor Studies Award.
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depts.washington.edu/pcls/

sCholarshiPs aNd Prizes

the briDGeS center annUallY aWarDS 
prizes and scholarships to students demon-
strating a commitment to labor in their stud-
ies as well as their lives off-campus. This 
year we are proud to provide over $28,000 
in tuition, grants and prizes to a dozen 
outstanding undergraduate and graduate 
students.  

Martin and Anne Jugum Scholarships

Named after longtime ILWU member and 
leader Martin “Jug” Jugum and his wife Anne, 
this scholarship provides tuition to under-
graduates who demonstrate an exceptional 
commitment to labor research or practice.

For more information, including summaries, updates and full reports of 

all research grants, please visit the Bridges Center Featured Research 

website: depts.washington.edu/pcls

Peter Gallagher: peter has made labor the 
focal point of his academic and extracurricu-
lar activities, supporting workers interna-
tionally against companies such as russell 
Athletic and Nike and standing with workers 
locally including custodians, academic 
employees, and day laborers. He holds 
a strong personal interest in faith-based 
labor movements, spending Summer 2010 
in Jalisco, Mexico with a Catholic Worker 
community. In the coming year, he hopes to 
continue studying faith-based labor move-
ments in the UW’s Law, Societies and Justice 
program, and will represent the Student 
Labor Action project for Washington State 
Jobs with Justice.

Garrett Strain: garrett learned firsthand the 
value of a strong labor movement when, fol-
lowing a move to the “right-to-work” state 
of Texas, his parents were unable to find the 
union jobs they had enjoyed in Hawaii and 
Washington State. Through his participa-
tion in the Student Labor Action project and 
the academic student employee union UAW 
4121, garrett has, in his words, “devel-
oped a belief in the power of working class 
people to organize in solidarity with one 
another.” After completing an economics 
and Mathematics degree at the UW,  
garrett hopes to pursue work as a union 
organizer before returning to school for 
graduate studies.

Chami Arachchi, School of Social Work
Silent Voices: Racial Minority Clinicians in 
Mental Health Counseling

Kacy McKinney, Department of geography 
Troubling Neoliberal Notions of Farmer 
Choice: Hybrid Bt Cotton Seed Production 
Among Adivasis in West India

Best Paper Prize

UNDergrADUATe
Nathan Riding, for Why Washington State 
Doesn’t Have an Income Tax: The 1930’s 
Campaign for Tax Reform and Origins of 
Washington’s Tax System

grADUATe
Robertson Allen, Anthropology, for Virtual 
Soldiers, Affective Laborers: Video Game 
Designers go to Basic Combat Training 

Labor and employment Relations 
Association Scholarship

each year, the Seattle chapter of the Labor 
and employment relations Association, an 
organization of professionals in industrial 
relations and human resources, provides 
$1,000 to support an outstanding student 
committed to pursing a profession in labor. 

Martha H. duggan fellowship  
in Labor Studies

Created in 2004, this fellowship honors the 
memory of Martha H. Duggan. Martha’s car-
ing labor made possible the life work of her 
husband, lawyer and fellow Bridges Center 
founding supporter robert Duggan. In 2010-
2011 the fellowship will support the research 
projects of three graduate students commit-
ted to exploring caring labor in their studies.

Izana Anggriani, Department of 
global Health  
Mapping Indonesian Nurse Migration 
Patterns Working Overseas and How 
Government of Indonesia Policies Influence 
Nurse Migration Patterns

Andrés Muñoz: Andrés is a dedicated and 
focused student, delving deep into the 
history of labor and its close relationship 
with immigration. Moreover, Andrés has 
put his knowledge into action, helping to 
plan the annual May 1st immigrant rights 
marches and participating in organizations 
such as el Comité pro-reforma Migratoria y 
Justicia Social and el Centro de la raza. On 
campus, he has been an active member of el 
Movimiento estudiantil Chican@ de Aztlan 
(MeChA).

Research grants

The Bridges Center regularly offers grants 
to graduate students for labor studies 
research. For the 2010-11 year, the Bridges 
Center distributed four grants.

Steven Beda, Department of History
Landscapes of Solidarity: Timber Workers 
and the Making of Place in the Pacific 
Northwest, 1917-1948

Angela Day, Department of political Science
When the Whistle Didn’t Blow

Jennifer Laird, Department of Sociology
Whether and How Unionized Occupations 
Pattern Voter Turnout

Li Liu, Department of Communication
Intercultural Workplace Communication  
in China

Washington State Labor Research

Since 2005, the Bridges Center has 
received funding from the Washington 
State Legislature to support research by UW 
faculty on labor-related issues in the state. 
The grant encourages scholars to apply their 
national or global research to the state of 
Washington.

George Lovell & Michael McCann, 
Department of political Science 
The Tenuous Relationship between Civil 
Rights and Labor Union Activism in 
Washington State: Lessons for Future Policy 
Action Derived from the Past

Keith Nitta, Interdisciplinary Arts & 
Sciences, UW Bothell 
A New Teacher Unionism? Evidence from Two 
Washington Teacher Strikes

Margaret Plecki, College of education
Examining the Impact and Equity of Teacher 
Layoff Notices in Washington State
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the harrY briDGeS center For labor 
StUDieS is happy to announce the new 
title of “Community Scholar,” and honored 
to name Ligaya Domingo as the inaugural 
holder of this annual appointment. The 
position is granted to an established scholar 
whom the Bridges Center will work closely 
with over the course of the year. This work 
will include, but is not limited to, events, 

research projects, and community outreach.

This is not Ligaya Domingo’s first time with the Bridges Center. 
In 1997, Domingo was the first recipient of the Martin and Anne 
Jugum Scholarship. She was described in the Winter 1998 issue of 
Building Bridges as “a UW undergraduate with impressive scholastic 
potential as well as a strong commitment to the labor movement.” 
In the twelve years since, Domingo has more than made good on 
that potential and commitment. She is a recent ph.D. graduate in 
the Social and Cultural Studies program in the graduate School of 
education at the University of California, Berkeley. Her long history of 
labor and community activism includes her current work as a union 
organizer for SeIU Healthcare 1199NW and co-chair of Washington 
State Jobs with Justice.

This activism has shaped her research agenda as a scholar, which 
focuses on questions of social change through a variety of contexts: 
labor and community organizing, educational practices and institu-
tions, and social movements. Her dissertation, Building a Movement: 
Filipino American Union and Community Organizing in Seattle in the 
1970s, focused upon the limits and possibilities of using two parts 
of civil society: a union and a community organization in Seattle, 
Washington in the 1970s as vehicles for social change. Ligaya is also 
an elementary school teacher and the daughter of ILWU organizers 
and members Silme Domingo and Terri Mast.

2010-2011 CommuNity sCholar: 
ligaya domiNgo 

George Lovell (ph.D., University of Michigan) is 
an associate professor of political Science. He 
studies American constitutional politics, focusing 
on the development of political institutions, the 
role of law in political change, and the sources 
and consequences of popular ideas about rights 
and the Constitution. His first book, Legislative 

Deferrals, examined the role of labor organizations, Congress, and 
courts in struggles over labor policy in the early twentieth century. He 
is now finishing a second book on public protest letters to the federal 
government regarding civil rights and civil liberties from 1939-1941. 
He is also beginning a co-authored book project with Michael McCann 
on the pacific Northwest cannery workers. He is thrilled to return to 
the standing committee, where he served from 2001-2008.

Ileana Rodríguez-Silva (ph.D., University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, 2004) is assistant profes-
sor of Latin American and Caribbean history at 
the University of Washington. rodríguez-Silva’s 
teaching and research focuses on racial identity 
formation, post-emancipation racial politics, and 
comparative colonial arrangements in the config-

uration of empires. She is the author of a forthcoming book on Duke 
University press, A Conspiracy of Silence: Disentangling Blackness, 
National Identities, and Colonial Regimes in Puerto Rico (1850-1920). 

New Bridges CeNter staNdiNg 
Committee memBers

Thomas Lux has nearly thirty years of expe-
rience in the International Association of 
Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAM), 
and currently serves on staff with IAM District 
751, where he works on safety and training 
issues for Boeing’s hourly workforce. He also 
serves as Washington State vice president of 

the pacific Northwest Labor History Association. He writes, “As a 
member of the Visiting Committee I hope to bring to the table my 
passion for Labor History, in particular Northwest Labor History. I 
also hope to bring my perspective as a worker and my appreciation 
of academics and labor collaborating with a common interest and 
respect.” Tom and his wife of twenty-nine years, pam, have two 
children, Katie and John.

New Bridges CeNter visitiNg 
Committee memBer

What’S neW on-line

have YoU viSiteD the harrY briDGeS center for Labor 
Studies website lately? The site is bigger and better than ever, 
hosting over a hundred research reports, video and audio record-
ings, and more. New material is being added all the time.

Newest additions:
• Streaming video of past events

• Award-winning Labor Studies papers

• Updates on our five Labor Studies working groups, original 
research based in faculty/community partnerships

• Latest information on our Washington State Labor research 
program, sponsoring in-depth labor policy and industry analysis

Also be sure to look for us on Facebook and Twitter  
(@UWBridgesCenter)!

depts.washington.edu/pcls/
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New Bridges CeNter faCulty assoCiates

briDGeS center’S FacUltY aSSociateS are teachers and 
researchers whose work makes special contributions to Labor 
Studies at the University of Washington. More than sixty faculty 
members across twenty departments on each of the three UW cam-
puses in Bothell, Seattle and Tacoma are associated with the Center. 
In 2010-2011, the Bridges Center is proud to welcome six new faculty 
members as associates.

Janice E. Camp, MSpH, MSN, is a senior lecturer 
in environmental and Occupational Health 
Sciences. Since 1996, she has been Director 
of the Field research and Consultation group 
(FrCg) providing occupational safety and health 
consultation to Washington State business 
and labor groups. In 2006-2007, she received a 

Washington State Labor research grant for her report “Day Laborers 
at risk: Developing Strategies for a Hazardous Workplace.”

Amy Hagopian, MHA, phD, is assistant professor 
in the Department of global Health, where she 
teaches policy and advises thesis research. Her 
research and advocacy work focuses on interna-
tional health workforce issues, particularly the 
migration of health workers from low-income 
countries to wealthier countries. She’s also 

involved in projects concerning the involvement of public health 
professionals in preventing war and armed conflict. In February 2010, 
she presented her workforce research as part of series of seminars 
sponsored by the Labor, Knowledge and the economy working group.

Gina Neff, phD, is assistant professor in the 
Department of Communication. Her research 
focuses on the role of labor and technology in 
media industries and the impact of new digital 
tools on the workplace. In January 2010, Neff 
participated in the forum “Labor Futures: 2010 
and Beyond: The road Ahead for Organized 

Labor,” and in February presented on the topic “Media Labor in the 
Age of youTube.” Both events were hosted by the Labor, Knowledge 
and the economy working group.

Keith Nitta, phD is assistant professor of 
Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences at the 
University of Washington, Bothell. Having 
worked in the fields of education and policy, his 
scholarship addresses the state of education 
and the various interests at play in educational 
reform. He was the recipient of a 2009-2010 

Washington State Labor research grant for a study of two recent 
Western Washington teachers’ strikes and their implications for 
teachers’ unions.

Aseem Prakash is professor of political Science 
and the Walker Family professor for the Arts 
and Sciences. He studies issues pertaining to 
corporate responsibility, NgO accountability, 
and how trade and investment flows influence 
environmental policies, human rights, labor 
rights, and women’s rights. He is also a member 

of the UW’s Advisory Committee on Trademarks and Licensing.

Pete Richardson, phD is a part-time lecturer in 
the Center for University Studies and programs 
at the University of Washington, Bothell. As an 
ethnographer, he has completed participant-
observation based research on labor in a range 
of industries, including fishing, sawmills, and 
sex work, as well as auto manufacturing, work-

ing closely with the United Auto Workers in Detroit. He has written 
numerous published articles, and is the author of a manuscript, The 
Green of the Beast: Imagining Labor in Northwest Forests. 

the briDGeS center iS proUD to annoUnce two new schol-
arship funds that will be available to University of Washington 
students beginning in 2011-2012. For more information on either 
scholarship, or to help support them financially, please contact the 
Bridges Center.

The Silme Domingo & Gene 
Viernes Scholarship is 
being established thanks to 
the generous efforts of the 
Inlandboatmen’s Union of the 
pacific, Marine Division of the 
ILWU. The award honors the 
memory of two union mem-

bers and Filipino activists assassinated in Seattle in 1981. A ten year 
campaign for justice proved the murders took place by the order of 
the Ferdinand Marcos regime with U.S. government knowledge. Both 
men believed strongly in the value of higher education in the pursuit 
of social justice, Domingo being alumni of the UW and Viernes a 

graduate of Central Washington University. This scholarship will offer 
financial assistance to students with labor backgrounds, graduate or 
undergraduate, who are entering the University of Washington.

The Gundlach Scholarship in Labor Studies 
was created by the estate of Jean gundlach, 
a long-time Bridges Center supporter, labor 
activist and former ILWU secretary who passed 
away in December 2009. The scholarship hon-
ors Jean and her siblings, Wilford, ralph, and 
Betty, all of whom were UW alumni. A UW pro-
fessor, ralph gundlach was fired in 1948 after 
being branded a communist by the notorious 

Canwell Committee. Thanks to Jean’s efforts 
in the early 1990s, then UW president William 

gerberding issued a formal public apology for the UW’s role in the 
Canwell hearings. In honor of her family’s dual passion for labor and 
higher education, this scholarship will provide financial support to 
students with labor backgrounds or who are studying labor.

New sCholarshiPs iN laBor studies

JeAN AND rALpH 
gUNDLACH



fALL 2010

tuesday, october 26, 2010

Robin D.G. Kelley, Talk: “When Africa  
Was ‘The Thing’: Modern Jazz in 
Revolutionary Times”

Room 130, Kane Hall, UW Seattle 
7:00PM

Wednesday, october 27, 2010

Robin D.G. Kelley and Jack O’Dell, Talk: 
“Freedom Dreams: A Conversation on Black-
led Movements for Social Change”

Philip Hall, 1918 Pacific Avenue, UW Tacoma  
4:15PM reception; 5:00PM program

november 2010 (all month)

Exhibit: “The Men Along the Shore and the 
Legacy of 1934”

Allen  Library, UW Seattle

CaleNdar of uPComiNg eveNts
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thursday, november 4, 2010 

Jennifer Chun, Talk: Organizing at the 
Margins: The Symbolic Politics of Labor in 
South Korea and the United States 

Room 260, Savery Hall, UW Seattle 
10:30AM

Sunday, november 14, 2010 

Annual Awards Banquet

Walker-Ames Room, Kane Hall, UW Seattle 
5:00PM – 8:00PM

tuesday, november 16, 2010 

Room 226, Communications Building,  
UW Seattle 
4:00PM – 5:30PM

Wednesday, november 17, 2010
Room 105, Cherry Parkes Building, 1922 
Pacific Avenue, UW Tacoma 
4:30PM – 6:00PM

Trevor Griffey, Talk: Black Power at Work: 
Community Control, Affirmative Action, and 
the Construction Industry

WiNteR 2011

tuesday, January 18, 2011

Michael Honey, Talk: All Labor Has 
Dignity: The Labor Speeches of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

University Bookstore, 4326 University Way 
NE, Seattle, WA 
6:00PM

SPRiNg 2011

april 2011 – June 2011

Exhibit: “In His Own Words: The Life and 
Work of César Chávez”

Allen Library, UW Seattle 

May 12-14, 2011

Conference: “Race, Radicalism, and 
Repression on the Pacific Coast and Beyond”

UW Seattle

For more information, visit the Bridges Center website at depts.washington.edu/pcls/ or call us at 206-543-7946.

Since itS beGinninGS, the Bridges Center 
has been reliant on the many contributions 
of union members and their families, big 
and small. The past year saw the passing of 
several of our important supporters. We take 
a moment to remember them here. 

Mildred Bjornson, a beloved homemaker in 
a longshoring family, passed away February 
1, 2010 at the age of 96. generous remem-
brances of Mildred were made in the name 
of the Harry Bridges endowed Chair. She 
was preceded in death by her husband of 59 
years Harold “Shorty” M. Bjornson, a former 
member of ILWU Local 98; her son raymond, 
a waterfront clerk; and her daughter Mary. 
She is survived by her son David and his 
wife Sally; daughter Frieda; and numerous 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Michael Sisti, a former longshoreman, died 
on June 4, 2010 at the age of 96, leaving 
a large charitable gift to the Harry Bridges 
endowed Chair. Born in April 1914, Michael 

registered with ILWU Local 19 in 1965 and 
retired in 1978. A resident of Seattle, he 
was a frequent donor to the pacific Coast 
pensioner’s Association and the Seattle 
pensioner’s Club newsletter The Rusty Hook. 

Jean Gundlach, a Visiting Committee mem-
ber and founding supporter of the Bridges 
Center and the Bridges endowed Chair in 
Labor Studies, passed away December 11, 
2009. She was 96. Born in Missouri, Jean 
spent time in Idaho, Minnesota and New 
york City before moving to Seattle in the 
1940s. Jean worked for thirty years in the 
labor movement, including working as 
secretary for Harry Bridges, before retiring in 
the late 1970s. Jean was central to promoting 
the creation of the Bridges Chair in the early 
1990s, and even coined the name of this 
newsletter, “Building Bridges.” In 2008, she 
was awarded the Center’s robert Duggan 
Distinguished Supporter Award. A generous 
donation from Jean’s estate will establish a 
scholarship for students in labor studies.

Alice McGrath, a lifelong crusader for labor 
and social justice, passed away Friday, 
November 27, 2009 at the age of 92. Alice 
was especially known for her work in the 
1940s with the Sleepy Lagoon Defense 
Committee, challenging the convictions 
by an openly racist court of 22 Mexican 
Americans for killing a young farmworker. 
Thanks in part to her efforts an appeals 
court overturned the convictions due to a 
lack of evidence. Later in life, Alice became 
a Latin American solidarity activist, lead-
ing 86 missions to Nicaragua in the 1980s 
and 1990s. Alice visited the University of 
Washington on several occasions speak-
ing to students in labor studies classes 
and attending the Bridges Center’s Annual 
Awards Banquet. In passing, she leaves a 
large annuity to the Harry Bridges endowed 
Chair, providing funding to Bridges Center 
programs for years to come

Passages
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THe HArry BrIDgeS eNDOWeD CHAIr AND CeNTer FOr 

LABOr STUDIeS were founded through the initiative of 

members of the International Longshore and Warehouse 

Union. We continue to build upon that legacy in order 

to provide support for UW students, research, public 

programs, and other labor-related activities. 

We need your support to continue to provide these 

valuable opportunities. All donations are tax-deductible; 

checks should be made out to the University of 

Washington Foundation (use the memo line to indicate 

which fund you wish to designate for your contribution). If 

you would like to use a credit card, please call (206) 543-

7946, or visit: depts.washington.edu/pcls

You can choose to contribute to the following funds:

• Labor Archive Fund – Supports Labor Archives of 
Washington State programs and staff

• Bridges Community Outreach and Events Fund – 
Supports special events, teaching, and scholarship

• Gundlach Scholarship – provides tuition to 
outstanding students in Labor Studies

• Harry Bridges Endowment – Supports the endowed 
Chair and Center for Labor Studies

• Martin and Anne Jugum Scholarship – provides 
tuition for outstanding undergraduates

• Martha Duggan Fellowship – provides support to 
graduate students who study or provide caring labor

• The Theodore L. and Doris M. Hansen Endowment – 
provides annual income for the Community Outreach 
and events Fund

• David J. Olson Endowed Fund – Supports students in 
the Department of political Sciencesupport us


