PNC/MLA Business Meeting

October 1, 2007 
MSU-Billings Downtown Conference Center

Billings, Montana
Heidi Sue Adams, PNC/MLA Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:40 pm.
Appointment of Parliamentarian:  The membership voted to confirm Todd Hannon as Parliamentarian for this meeting.

Introductions:  Heidi Sue Adams introduced the 2007 PNC/MLA Executive Board:

Heidi Sue Adams, Chair

             Gail Kouame, Chair-elect

Lea Starr, Past Chair

             Nanette Welton (until 9/1/07) & Judith Hayes starting (9/1/07), Treasurer

      
Liisa Rogers, Recording Secretary


Susan Barnes, Membership Secretary


Dolores Judkins, Chapter Council Representative

Kim Granath, Chapter Council Representative Alternate


Kathy Murray, Publications Committee, Ex-Officio
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the October 17, 2006 Business Meeting in Seattle were approved as corrected.

Executive Board Reports:

Treasurer:  A written report showing total assets in the PNC/MLA treasury as of September 28th as $45,328.90 was distributed in registration packets.  Heidi Sue explained that the estimated income for the 2007 conference was unusually high (it’s typically $2500); and she explained other line items as needed.  She reported that in the future, the Board will design a form for the Treasurer’s report that will be more efficient for the treasurer and more consistent across the years of reporting.  Janet Schnall commented on what she views as a high amount of money that is spent on expenses for Board meetings (close to $5000 for the year).  Discussion followed about the pros & cons of face to face Board meetings vs other forms of virtual collaborative work, and the reasons for the money spent.  The consensus was that we should continue face to face PNC Board Meetings.  Heidi Sue clarified why we moved the bank funds from Wells Fargo to WA Mutual, based upon problems we had with Wells Fargo.  It was agreed that we have money to support more classes and we will seek ways to use it to benefit the membership. 

Membership:  Susan Barnes announced the five life members (Jane Belt, Melvina Brittle, Isabel McDonald, Gerry Oppenheimer, and Jeri Van Den Top), the two new life members designated by the Board at its recent meeting (Anne Girling and Jim Morgan), and her committee members.  The 2007 PNC/MLA membership stands at 165 including 42 institutional members, as compared to 159 in 2006.  A raffle similar to last year will coincide with the 2008 membership drive and renewal.  Susan announced the recent vote that confirmed $25 dues for everyone (both US and CN funds, rather than different amounts due to the exchange rate).  There will be another membership drive this coming winter (for 2008) with prizes of MLA membership (1 year), an iPod shuffle, and a gift certificate to a bookstore of your choice.  
Chapter Council:  Dolores reported that MLA has a new website (and they’d like our input) and she announced the dates of the upcoming MLA meetings:  Chicago, May 16-21, 2008; Honolulu, May 15-20, 2009; Washington DC, May 21-26, 2010.  Michele Spatz was elected to be an MLA Nominating Committee Candidate.  There was an AHIP survey this year, and we look forward to the results.  There are currently 1089 (AHIP) members, down 19 from the previous year.  There are some changes being proposed for the AHIP process that should streamline it.  The Chapter Sharing Roundtable reports should be available on the MLA 2007 meeting website.  There are chapter meeting guidelines also posted on the MLA website.  Kim Granath will be the Chapter Council Rep. this coming year.      
Committee Reports

Archives:  Janet Schnall reported that the 2007 PNC/MLA meeting is the 47th annual meeting of this organization, the first to be held in Billings, and the 4th in Montana.  Janet requested that members send any records for addition to the archives to her at the University of Washington.  She asked that she be given a reasonable amount of time to answer chapter history reference question since the records are stored offsite.  Also, members can check the chapter website for information on the organization beginning with 1980 (see also Professional Development below).  
AHIP report (also from Janet):  Electronic submission of AHIP applications & fees is in progress, and there is an article coming out in the spring issue of MLA news that will outline the recent AHIP survey results.    
Bylaws:  Heidi Sue reported (for Jan Schuller) that the bylaws were significantly updated this year:  allowing electronic voting, delineating membership categories, and coming into compliance with the 2005 MLA Model Bylaws for Use by Chapters and Sections of the Medical Library Association, Inc.  PNC membership voted in July to accept the changes and the revised bylaws were submitted to MLA, and updated on our website.  See Bylaws Report 21 September 2007 for further details.  
Government Relations:   Bob could not attend; however he continues to monitor relevant mailing lists.  He has forwarded messages to hlib-nw on a variety of issues.  Bob’s goals for 2008 are to: 1) continue to monitor ALAWON and possibly other lists and forward relevant messages and to 2) keep the web page up to date.  

Professional Development:  Sally Bremner reported on behalf of Carolyn Adams.  She announced the committee members and commended the PNC planning committee for all their efforts, especially the 4 good CE classes that were offered at the 2007 meeting.  Sally compiled a list of CE courses offered at past PNC meetings using data supplied by Kathy Murray and Janet Schnall.  It is on the blog and will be added to the website.  A CE-only meeting is being planned for fall 2008 in Seattle, with the classes being held at the University of Washington.      
Group Purchasing:  Marcy Horner reported that her part time position was funded starting 7/1/07.  Marcy contacted vendors and has begun to assess needs of the membership.  Spring is the best time for members to consider new contracts, and vendors are more interested in participating in deals if there is potential to reach new customers as well as retain current customers.  Marcy has talked with vendors at this meeting and she announced her findings (see her report).  Marcy has obtained contract language from NLM for consistency & greatest benefit for our members.  A RML model from outside our region is being looked at.     
Nominations:  Heidi Sue reported for Lea Starr that the newly elected PNC/MLA officers for 2008 are as follows:

Chair-elect – Kathy Murray by acclamation
             Recording Secretary – Ann Madhaven
     
Membership Secretary – Susan Barnes


MLA Chapter Council Rep – Kim Granath

MLA Chapter Council Alternate – Arleen Libertini
The MLA nominating committee candidate was not on the ballot; however it was announced that Michele Spatz will be the MLA 2008-09 Nominating Committee Candidate from the Pacific NW.
Mentoring and Recruitment:  Dolores reported that Lisa Oberg, Heidi Sue, Liisa Rogers, Ann Madhavan, and Kathy Fatkin are on the committee.  Student committee members are Nikki Dettmar, Joan Truncali and Dana Haff.  We have a list of library schools that have an option for internship or practicum.  Nicki will collect names of PNC members who could sponsor a library school mentee.
Publications:  Kathy Murray pointed out the chapter banner at the front of the room, gave a short history of it and emphasized that it is “to scale”.  She thanked Leilani St. Anna for maintaining and updating the PNC/MLA web site.  She announced that the new logo is in progress, and showed the most recent graphic.  She reminded everyone that access to the blog is a benefit of PNC/MLA membership, and non-members are not allowed to post messages.  If members do not renew by March 1st, their access to the blog will be blocked.  “News” is the best category to post under – please contact Kathy if you want to create a new category.   
2007 Program Committee:  Kathy reported on how much of the planning for this meeting was virtual due to the large geographical area that the committee was from.  The high vendor acceptance was due to the current level of competition between them, and their continued commitment to PNC.  55 attendees and 18 vendors were present.  Applause followed for the people who made the fabric conference bags, the proceeds of which ($320 at this writing) are going to a school overseas.  Ideas for future meetings were discussed.      
New Business

Online Conference Registration:  Acteva is being considered for this purpose, and Kathy Murray is looking into it.  While there would be an expense incurred ($7-25 per registration as a minimum cost depending on the complexity of the form), it would allow for credit card payments and track registrants’ data for other purposes.  PayPal was also suggested as an option and the Montana Library Association just signed up with another company for online registration.  It was suggested that MLA consider purchasing a payment option (such as Acteva) and provide it to chapters to use for online registration – this will be mentioned to the MLA members who are here in Billings.  Kathy Murray will look into this further, including whether it will work in Canada.  
Future Meetings:  The rationale for no PNC meeting in 2008 (due to the timing of other west coast meetings and the need to space the years that Seattle & Portland host) was shared with the membership; however CE (only) in Fall 2008 is being planned in Seattle.  A reception or outing will be planned for people to gather and network during the CE meeting.  The idea of hiring a conference planner was discussed, so that the planning is not such a burden.  We hope that Vancouver will host the 2009 meeting, and Gail will confirm with Lea Starr.  PNC members are strongly encouraged to attend the joint CA chapter full meeting in Las Vegas Feb 6-9, 2008 – PNC members will get member rates.  Tentative future meeting destinations/years include:
2009 Vancouver, BC 

2010 Portland

2011 Boise

2012 CE only due to MLA in Seattle

2013 Oregon – maybe the coast
State Reports:  
Oregon (Dolores Judkins):  OHSU news:  Jim Morgan is retiring as of 1/1/08.  Carrie Wilman is retiring as of 11/07, and Cindy Cunningham is retiring as of 12/31/07.  Also, OHSU can no longer offer OVID to all hospital librarians throughout the state.  Other announcements included changes at the VA, at Good Samaritan (in Corvallis and at Albany), White City, and Bend.  

Idaho (Liisa Rogers):  Adrianne Yoder new at Mercy in Nampa, Anne Marie Martin new as Admin Asst at Healthwise.  Gordon Carlson retired from the VA in Boise.  St. Al’s is moving into a new space; and St. Al’s, St. Luke’s and Healthwise have implemented new catalogs.  Beth Hill is new at Kootenai MC;

Alaska (Kathy Murray & Maryanne Blake):  Closure of Elmendorff Airforce Medical Library; Donna Hudson retiring at the end of 2007.  Dana Haff is the new librarian at the Alaska Native Medical Center.  Natasha Cummings is the new library staff member at Bassett Army Hospital’s library in Fairbanks.  Sally Bremner just attended an evidence-based medicine class in Phoenix AZ.       

Montana:  Go-local and new database projects are in the works.   

Washington:  Childrens’ Hospital has moved into their beautiful new space.  Andrea Ryce (formerly of the RML) has taken a new position as medical librarian at Group Health Cooperative.  Pat Devine is the acting Docline coordinator.  Robin Braun was laid off in January from Spokane hospital, and the facility is in the process of becoming a for-profit organization.  Bob Pringle became the director of the new co-located Eastern WA and WSU Riverpoint Campus.  

Appreciation:  Dolores presented a gift to Heidi Sue & thanks from the board and the membership for her service as chair.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:25 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Liisa Rogers, Recording Secretary
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