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Dinner and Meeting 
Thursday, March 17, 2005 
 
Title: Bootstrapping for Learning Statistics 
 
Speaker: Tim Hesterberg, Insightful Corporation 
 
Abstract: (This talk is intended for introductory statistics students on up.) 
 
Statistical concepts such as sampling distributions, standard errors, and P-values are difficult for 
many students. It is hard to get hands-on experience with these abstract concepts. 
 
I think a good way to get that experience is using bootstrapping and permutation tests.  I'll 
demonstrate, using examples from our new supplemental chapter for introductory statistics texts, 
titled "Bootstrap Methods and Permutation Tests".  This material will be incorporated in the next 
version of Moore & McCabe, Introduction to the Practice of Statistics. 
 
The bootstrap and permutation tests are also useful in their own right, not just to help learn 
concepts.  They can be used in many places where standard methods fail, or are terribly 
inaccurate.  In one of our examples the P-values produced by standard t-tests are off by a factor of 
four! 
 
I'll also demonstrate a new library that simplifies using the bootstrap and permutation tests.  The 
library works with S-PLUS, including the free student version. 
 
LOCATION: 
Olympia Pizza 
4501 Interlake Ave. North, Seattle, WA 98103  (Corner of 45th and Interlake); 
Phone:  206-633-3655 
 
Festivities begin at 6:00 p.m.  Dinner will be served starting at 6:30 p.m. The meal will cost $10 
for non students and $5 for students. The meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. and last about an hour.  
Hope to see you there!! 
 
If you wish to attend, please e-mail asa@stat.washington.edu or telephone Shobbo Basu, at 425-
865-6826, by Monday, March 15, 2005. 
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Chapter Officers:  
President: Dan Fitzsimmons 
Vice President: Dane Wu 
Secretary: Shobbo Basu 
Treasurer: Stephen Kaluzny 
Student Rep:  JoAnna Scott 
Chapter Rep:  Tim Hesterberg 
For more information on the chapter officers, please visit the chapter web page. 
 

Puget Sound Chapter Web Page 
The web page of the Puget Sound Chapter has a lot of information on local and national statisa 
web page. This page has information on chapter meetings, job listings, and information on other 
statistics resources. The page is at  

http://depts.stat.washington.edu/psasa/ 
 
If you have suggestions for interesting links, notes for publication, job openings, etc, then send 
them to asa@stat.washington.edu. 


