Geog 490
Elwood

Neighborhood Projects: Overview & Guidelines
Throughout this quarter, on your own or with a partner, you will be conducting your own field research in a neighborhood in the Seattle metro area. After choosing a neighborhood where you would like to work, you will spend a significant amount of time collecting and analyzing evidence gathered from participant observation, archival records, photography, GIS, and other visual methods, to build a rich portfolio of evidence documenting key dimensions of the urban geographies of this neighborhood. As you engage the neighborhood through a variety of methods over the course of the quarter, you will both enrich your understanding of it, and extend your skills with a range of sources and forms of evidence used by urban geographers. The project has several steps (and outputs) oriented around these different sources/forms of evidence, to generate the full/final project portfolio. Due dates as follows:
	Task
	Due Date
	Time Due
	Points

	Part 1 Report (archival documents)
	Friday, April 12
	5:00 PM
	60

	Part 2 Report (participant observation)
	Friday, April 28
	5:00 PM
	60

	Part 3 Report (geo/visual methods)
	Friday, May 10
	5:00 PM
	60

	Part 4: Analysis & Reflection Paper 
	Friday, May 17
	5:00 PM
	60

	Part 5: Neighborhood Project Portfolio
	Friday, June 1
	12 noon
	50


Can I work with another person? You can work by yourself or with a partner (Sorry, solos and duets only, no trios). 
If I work with a partner, how are we graded? Who should turn in what? For duet neighborhood projects, partners will each turn in their own Parts 1, 2, and 3 reports, based on activities conducted together.  These will be graded individually. For Analytical/Reflective Field Report and Neighborhood Project Portfolios, duets will turn in a single collaborative piece of work, and it will be assigned a single grade. 
What counts as a neighborhood? For our purposes, a neighborhood is a smaller area of a city, sometimes corresponding to officially designated boundaries, but in other cases, defined by residents’ collective/everyday sense of that place as a particular neighborhood. So, for the purposes of this project, “Alki” could be considered a neighborhood, even if it doesn’t have official boundaries set out by the City of Seattle. “Bellevue” wouldn’t really work for this assignment, it is too big!
How do I decide where to do my project? First, since you will be traveling to this area on your own time, you should pick a location that you feel comfortable going and can reliably get to and from (i.e. do not pick a neighborhood in Federal Way if your work/school/family schedule is too packed to allow for the considerable travel time involved in going to this neighborhood site!). Second, I would encourage you to choose an area that has a mix of activities and public/private spaces. If you choose an area that is 100% residential with no public spaces, you might find it difficult to fully carry out the Parts 1, 2, and 3 activities there. A neighborhood that includes diverse spaces and activities will be best for this assignment. Finally, take this assignment as a chance to explore and learn from and about a new part of the metro area. In particular, I would urge against focusing on the U-District.
What am I trying to learn about this neighborhood? Broadly, you want to understand the social/cultural, political and economic geographies of the neighborhood – what they are and why they are that way. As critical urban geographers, we are particularly interested in how social/cultural, political and economic difference are being created and sustained or altered in urban environments, and your project does this at neighborhood level. Rather than trying to pre-determine a set of research questions and answer them throughout the quarter, you’ll adopt a conceptually-structured exploratory approach. That is, you will be building an inductive understanding of the neighborhood based on exploratory analysis of diverse data you collect throughout the quarter. This exploratory data collection and analysis will be guided by several different conceptual frameworks that critical geographers (and others) have used to try to understand the production/transformation of difference. In the first few weeks of the quarter, we’ll introduce and work with three such conceptual frameworks: neoliberal urban governance, critical poverty, and critical race theory; and in the process of generating our collaborative course reader, you will have the opportunity to either deepen our engagement with these frames, or add new ones you would like to learn about and work with. 
How do I focus my neighborhood project? I can’t study all kinds of social difference, so how do I pick a theme? The paragraph above describes the overall goal of your neighborhood project: understanding how difference is created and challenged in urban environments. But within your neighborhood, you will use your exploratory research process to identify a more specific issue, struggle, or process of change in that neighborhood. For instance, a few years ago, a student project studying Ballard focused on its debates about the social effects of higher density housing the neighborhood (replacement of single family homes with townhouses and condo buildings). In another example, a portion of the Delridge neighborhood has recently struggled over the question of difference in their debates about a proposed housing and services center for people living with chronic mental illness. The three field methods assignments that compromise the bulk of your neighborhood project will help you identify and refine the theme of your project (Step 1: explore potential themes through archival documents and select a focus for your project; Step 2: explore your neighborhood theme through participant observation; Step 3: represent your selected theme through visual methods – photography, multimedia mapping or other approaches). 
Research resources for your neighborhood projects:

Geography Librarian Amanda Hornby, hornbya@uw.edu, has created a research guide for this class, available at: http://guides.lib.washington.edu/geog490. The guide includes the following research resources, which will be useful for this project:

Archival documents:

· Local historical newspapers, including the Seattle Times and local ethnic and neighborhood papers

· Local historical census data and records

· Local historical photos, including the extensive UW Libraries Digital Collections

·  Historical Maps and aerial photographs

Geo/visual methods:

· Current maps, including election and planning/construction maps

· GIS resources
Background research:

· Extensive collection of books on Seattle topics, both historical and current

· Scholarly journal articles
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