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maybe film/fiction @ beginning; Geoviz at end of project; start project with conceptual frame / literature part of some kind.

put in something about IRB and the Journal – so that students might be able to do something for Plenum from their project?
Geography 490: The Seattle Region (Spring 2012)
Sarah Elwood

Smith 426
selwood@u.washington.edu 

206.616.5238

Office hours: W 2:30-4:00
(and by appointment)

Course website: https://catalyst.uw.edu/workspace/selwood/28372/ 
I. Course Description, Objectives & Structure
In this field-based urban geography course, we will study the social, cultural, ecological, political, and economic systems and structures that make up the Greater Seattle region. The class is designed as a capstone experience for upper-division students with previous coursework in urban geography and/or social science research methods. During the quarter we will put those skills to work, using this urban area as our research laboratory. You will examine existing research and writing about the Seattle area, analyze representations of the city in film and fiction, and conduct your own field research in a neighborhood in the metro area. In the neighborhood projects (focused on an area of your choosing), you will spend a significant amount of time collecting and analyzing quantitative and qualitative data from participant observation, archival and public records, photography, GIS, and other visual methods. The neighborhood project is structured as a series of individual assignments that build toward a final multi-method neighborhood portfolio. Throughout the quarter, you will be taking significant responsibility in helping me develop the structure and content of the course, contributing readings for a collaboratively-developed course reader and planning/facilitating some of our class sessions. Thus, the success of the class is especially dependent on everyone’s participation, enthusiasm and collaboration in all of these activities, during and outside of class time. 
The course is designed to help you:
· Develop a stronger understanding of the Greater Seattle region through the deep exploration of neighborhoods of Seattle.
· Learn about and practice critical social science methodologies in the everyday spaces of the urban environment.
· Gain a deeper appreciation for what urban geography and related disciplines have to offer you the student, you the researcher, and you the citizen.
· Develop collaboration, research, and (re)presentation skills that can be taken into the workplace or graduate school.

II. Required Texts
We will read from Seattle Geographies (Eds. M Brown & R Morrill), and a course reader made up of contributions from all of us. We will decide together how to distribute the reader.
III. Assignments, Activities, and Grading 
Due dates and value of all assignments listed below, full instructions for each activity or assignment will be provided separately. 
	Task
	Due Date
	Time Due
	Points

	Week 2 Progress Report & Readings
	Friday, April 6
	Variable
	20

	Class Time Leadership / Facilitation
	variable
	In class
	40

	Step 1 Report (archival documents)
	Friday, April 12
	5:00 PM
	60

	Step 2 Report (participant observation)
	Friday, April 28
	5:00 PM
	60

	Step 3 Report(geo/visual methods)
	Friday, May 10
	5:00 PM
	60

	Step 4: Analysis & Reflection Paper
	Friday, May 17
	5:00 PM
	60

	Step 5: Neighborhood Project Portfolio
	Friday, June 1
	12 noon
	50

	Seattle in Film and Fiction Report 
	Thurs, June 7
	8:30 AM
	50


Final grades for the course will be assigned based upon the following scale:

	Points
	Grade

	378 – 400
	3.9-4.0

	356 – 377
	3.5-3.8

	342 – 352
	3.2-3.4

	332 – 341
	2.9-3.1

	306 – 328
	2.5-2.8

	292 - 305
	2.2-2.4


	Points
	Grade

	274 – 288
	1.9-2.1

	260 – 273
	1.5-1.8

	245 – 256
	1.2-1.4

	218 – 244
	0.9-1.1

	200 - 217
	0.7-0.8

	Below 200
	0.0


Important assignment information: As noted above, this is a collaboratively-developed and facilitated class – you will have a large role to play in focusing and facilitating our activities during many of the class sessions. With this in mind, a portion of your final grade (Class Time Leadership/Facilitation above) will be assessed based on your involvement and demonstrated preparation for class activities, including readings assigned for the week. Obviously, if you are not present in class it is difficult to demonstrate these contributions. See me if you have any concerns, or would like to get an informal assessment of how you are doing in this category.
IV.  IMPORTANT NOTICES 
Help!

When you are confused about course material or expectations – ASK QUESTIONS!!  Ask them of me, the teaching assistants, and your classmates.  Learning is a collaborative endeavor – most of us learn better when we work with other people to master new or difficult ideas. Asking for help before an assignment due date increases the likelihood that we can resolve your difficulties.
Class Expectations
No surprises here: Treat one another with respect in your spoken remarks, writings, and other communication. Turn off your cell phone. Listen to each another. Treat other people and ideas with respect, whether or not you agree with them, particularly in-class guests and all community members you encounter in their neighborhoods. Threatening behavior will be handled according to the Student Conduct Code: http://www.washington.edu/students/handbook/conduct.html.  
Late Work / Incompletes
To be fair to your classmates who do their work in a timely fashion, unless a documented medical or personal emergency arises, any work turned in late will be penalized 10% of the total score per day that it is late.  That is, 10% for 1 day late, 20% for 2 days, and so on. To be considered “on time” work must be turned in during class time, not later in the day.  Extensions on papers or incompletes will not be granted unless exceptional circumstances require it and prior arrangements have been made. See me in extreme cases of medical or personal difficulties.

Students with special needs

All of us learn in different ways.  If you know of any factors in your life that may hinder your ability to learn up to your potential in this course, please let me know.  If these factors are recognized disabilities under the ADA, please register with Disability Resources for Students (DSR) and bring your letter of accommodation to me as soon as possible so that we develop a plan to accommodate your needs. DSR can be contacted at: 448 Schmitz Hall; Phone: 206-543-8924 (V), 206-543-8925 (V/TTY), 206-616-8379 (FAX); or E-mail: uwdss@u.washington.edu 

Academic honesty

Academic honesty is expected at all times.  Academic dishonesty, including but not limited to plagiarism, cheating, or submitting academic work that has previously been submitted (without citation or previous permission of instruction) will be penalized.  If you have questions about what might constitute a violation of the policy, please see me or review the materials available online at: http://depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm. Academic dishonesty will be handled according to the University’s Student Conduct Code: http://www.washington.edu/students/handbook/conduct.html.   
V. Preliminary Schedule of Readings and Class Activities
Because we will work together to create a significant amount of the course content and readings in the opening weeks of class, the chart below is only a partial schedule. Anywhere you see “Lecture: Topic TBD”, I will be lecturing on themes emerging from the collaborative course reader. Anywhere you see “Course Reader TBD, following by a number in brackets, you will be reading that number of chapters from the collaborative reader. I will release the final schedule in Week 3. Full references for any reading listed here are given at the end of the syllabus.
	
	Monday
	Wednesday

	Week 1 (3/26, 3/28)
	1. Course intro, Pedagogies

2. Mini-lecture & activities
	Lecture / activities: archival records & analysis, neoliberal urbanism, n’hood project Part 1 intro.

	Week 1 reading: Seattle Geographies Chs 1, 6, 7; Theodore et al. 2011, Bauder & Engle-Di Mauro 2008.


	Week 2

(4/2, 4/4)
	This week I am away for professional travel from 4/2 through 4/5. In lieu of lecture, you will be working on several activities, including finalizing your neighborhood project partnerships & locations, gathering recommended readings for our collective course packet, and preparing a progress report detailing your activities this week. Everyone will have a brief appointment with me at some point during the day on Friday 4/6, to discuss your reading contributions and neighborhood project next steps.

	Week 2 reading: Seattle Geographies Chs 2 & 3; Price 2010; Goode & Maskovsky 2001


	Week 3

(4/9, 4/11)
	Lecture / activities: critical poverty; participants observation
	1. Lecture: critical race theory
2. Reading presentation/discussion

	Week 3 reading: Seattle Geographies Chs 4 & 5; Course Reader TBD [2]


	Week 4

(4/16, 4/18)
	1. Lecture: topic TBD

2. Reading presentation/discussion
	1. Lecture: topic TBD

2. Reading presentation/discussion

	Week 4 reading: Course Reader TBD [4];


	Week 5

(4/23, 4/25)
	1. Lecture / activities: visual methods, geovisualization
2. Reading presentation/discussion
	1. Lecture: topic TBD

2. Reading presentation/discussion

	Week 5 reading: Course Reader TBD [4]; Knigge & Cope 2006; 


	Week 6

(4/30, 5/2)
	Geovisual methods activity: Meet in Savery 117 today!
	Neighborhood Projects Workshop Day – details announced prior to class

	Week 6 reading: Course Reader TBD [3]; Rose 2007, Chs 1 & 12


	Week 7

(5/7, 5/9)
	1. Lecture: topic TBD

2. Reading presentation/discussion
	1. Lecture: topic TBD

2. Reading presentation/discussion

	Week 7 reading: Course Reader TBD [4];


	Week 8

(5/14, 5/16)
	Lecture / activities: discourse analysis, literature & film analysis 
	1. Lecture: topic TBD

2. Reading presentation/discussion

	Week 8 reading: Course Reader TBD [4];


	Week 9

(5/21, 5/23)
	1. Lecture: topic TBD

2. Reading presentation/discussion
	1. Lecture: topic TBD

2. Reading presentation/discussion

	Week 9 reading: Course Reader TBD [4];


	Week 10

(5/30)
	No class – University is closed for memorial day
	Rehearse symposium presentations

	Week 10 reading: Course Reader TBD [2] 



	Additional activities

	Friday 6/1: Geography Dept Undergraduate Research Symposium – Required.  You will present your neighborhood projects at this end-of-year capstone event for geography undergrads. At the research symposium, presenters give a short presentation on their project– no more than 5-10 minutes, with time for questions after. The presentations are scheduled in 1 hour blocks throughout the day, and the Undergrad Advising office will work with your schedules to try to find a time when both group members can be present. 

	Thursday, June 7, 8:30-10:30 a.m.: Class Open House. In lieu of a final exam, we will use our university-scheduled exam time for an open house devoted to sharing your neighborhood projects and Seattle in Film and Fiction projects with one another. Given the early hour and late day in the week assigned to us, I’ll bring some kind of breakfast edibles/coffee, and we’ll plan to make this a fun rather than onerous event. This said, you must attend the Open House in order to receive full credit for your Neighborhood Portfolio and Film/Fiction Report. Please make your summer travel plans accordingly and inform family members who might be making travel arrangements on your behalf. 


Sarah’s Reading List (Collaborative Course Reader references will be distributed later)
Bauder, H. and Engle-DiMauro, S. 2008. Introduction: Critical Scholarship, Practice and Education. In Bauder and Engle-DiMauro (Eds), Critical Geographies: A Collection of Readings. Praxis Press: Kelowna, BC. Available online at http://www.praxis-epress.org/availablebooks/introcriticalgeog.html 
Goode, J. and Maskovsky, J. 2001. Introduction. In Goode & Maskovsky (Eds), The New Poverty Studies: The Ethnography of Power, Politics, and Impoverished People in the United States. New York: NYU Press. 
Knigge, L. and Cope, M. 2006 Grounded visualization: integrating the analysis of qualitative and quantitative data through grounded theory and visualization. Environment and Planning A 38(11): 2021–2037.

Price, P. 2010. At the crossroads: critical race theory and critical geographies of race. Progress in Human Geography 34(2): 147–174.
Rose, G. 2007. Visual Methodologies: An Introduction to the Interpretation of Visual Materials. London: Sage. (Chapters 1 & 12)
Theodore, N., Peck, J., and Brenner, N. 2011. Neoliberal Urbanism: Cities and the Rule of Markets. In Bridge & Watson (Eds), The New Blackwell Companion to the City. London: Wiley-Blackwell.
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