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Introduction:

Our seminar explores relations between poverty and privilege and focuses on poverty politics, spaces of encounter, and alliance politics across the globe.  The course will examine contemporary and historical poverty knowledges and the geographical/political-economic contexts in which they emerge.  We rethink poverty knowledge and practice through the lens of relational poverty theory.  We will investigate how political-economic and cultural productions work to reproduce poverty through processes of exclusion, exception and arguments for the remaking of people and places.   We will read a diverse range of case studies (drawing from network researchers) that engage innovative approaches to rethinking poverty in relation to social differences and in rural and urban places.  The seminar engages with the activities of the relational poverty network (RPN).  The RPN is an international, interdisciplinary and collaborative network of poverty scholars committed to expanding poverty research beyond authoritative poverty knowledge.  
Course Readings will be available at the course website at: https://catalyst.uw.edu/workspace/selwood/36035/ 
Course Requirements:
i. Complete all assigned readings before class meetings, and participating in critical discussions of those readings.

ii. Develop readings for Week 8, 9, or 10, in collaboration with several of your colleagues. (Further details discussed in class. Much of the relational poverty research we engage this quarter focuses on the production of social difference and poverty politics that create social division. In weeks 8, 9, and 10 we will ask groups to curate readings lists that focus on alliance poverty politics – examples of progressive alliances that work toward solidarity and across difference).
iii. Lead class sessions (activities designed by you) that engage ideas from the readings. You will each lead two sessions – one during Weeks 2, 4, 5, or 6; and one during Weeks 8, 9 or 10.
iv. Write a ‘think piece’ each week that you are NOT leading the discussions.  These will be one paragraph in length, discussing your reaction to (at least) one of the readings for that week.  These will be circulated at the beginning of the class session and will be incorporated into our activities for that session.  
v. Complete a series of 3 blog essays (approximately 1,000 – 1,500 words each); 
· 1 based on responding to either the Elwood/Lawson editorial, or Sheppard, et.al. or the Ananya Roy TED talk (due in week # 4)

· 1 based on a deeper engagement with a set of readings we discuss together in class (from weeks 1-6, due in week # 7) 
· 1 based on the alliance politics sessions (in weeks 8-10, due Monday of week 11 by email) 
Please indicate whether you would like to publish any of your blogging.  For those of you who wish to write publically, we will select one of your submissions for the RPN website.  
Important Dates 
Jan 20th  MLK Day – University Closed
February 17th Presidents Day – University Closed
READING LIST
Week #1: Jan 6 - Introduction
Discussion of intellectual framing of the course.  All participants will introduce themselves and their interests.  Class discussion of learning goals and approaches to learning that are most successful for each person.  Discussion of what brings students to the course and of what each person hopes to take away.  We welcome everyone bringing their whole selves to our discussions and we welcome discussions that draw on experience as well as theory to develop ideas.  We will develop community agreements for our interactions.  Discuss blogging practice.  
Reading: 
2013.  Sarah Elwood and Victoria Lawson.  Who’s Crisis? Spatial Imaginaries of Class, Poverty and Vulnerability.  Environment and Planning A 45(1), 103-108.
Excerpts from Teaching Transformation (AnaLouise Keating). 
Sheppard, Leitner, Maringanti 2013. Provincializing Global Urbanism: A Manifesto. Urban Geography, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02723638.2013.807977
Week # 2: Jan 13 
Constructions of poverty knowledge 
O’Connor, A.  2002.  Poverty Knowledge.  Social Science, Social Policy and the Poor in Twentieth Century U.S. History.  Chapters Introduction, 10 and 11.

2012. Victoria Lawson with the Middle Class Poverty Politics Research Group. De-centering Poverty Studies: middle class alliances and the social construction of poverty.  Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography 33(1): 1-19. 
Watkins, E.  1993.  Throwaways.  Work Culture and Consumer Education.  Stanford: Stanford University Press. Chapters introduction, 1 and 2. 

Week # 3: Jan 20 = MLK Day – University Closed
Week # 4: Jan 27 
Relational poverty (conceptual foundations – relational poverty, privilege/inequality, critical race)
Hickey, S.  2009. Rethinking poverty analysis from the margins: insights from northern Uganda. Afriche e Orienti 11 (2), 119–36.
Mosse, D.  2010. A relational approach to durable poverty, inequality and power. Journal of Development Studies 46 (7), 1156–78.
Bonds, A. 2013. Economic Development, Racialization, and Privilege: “Yes in My Backyard” Prison Politics and the Reinvention of Madras, Oregon. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 103(6): 1389-1405. 

Lawson, V. and Elwood, S.  2013.  Encountering Poverty: Space, class and poverty politics. Antipode In press.
Jarosz, L. and Lawson, V.  2002.  ‘Sophisticated People Versus Rednecks’: Economic Restructuring and Class Difference in America’s West’ Antipode 34(1): 8-27.
Week # 5: Feb 3 
Politics of knowing /models of knowledge production, transnational production of knowledge

Robinson J (2003) Postcolonialising geography: tactics and pitfalls. Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography 24 (3), 273–89.

Roy, A.  2003.  Paradigms of propertied citizenship. Transnational techniques of analysis. Urban Affairs Review 38 (4), 463–91.

Pratt, M. 1993.  Criticism in the Contact Zone: Decentering Community and Nation.  In S. Bell, A. LeMay and L. Orr (eds.) Critical Theory, Cultural Politics and Latin American Narrative.  

Gibson-Graham, JK. 2008. Diverse economies: performative practices for ‘other worlds. Progress in Human Geography 32(5): 613–632.
Week # 6: Feb 10 
(Post?) neoliberal governance and poverty – comparative reflections 
Hall, S., Massey, D. and Rustin, M.  2013. After Neoliberalism?  The Kilburn Manifesto.  Soundings: a journal of politics an culture: http://www.lwbooks.co.uk/journals/soundings/manifesto.html 
Peck, J. Theodore, N. and Brenner, N. 2010.   Post neoliberalism and its Malcontents.  Antipode 41, 94-116. 
Massey, D.  2012. Learning from Latin America.  Soundings 50: 131-141.
Schram, S.  2000.  After welfare: the culture of postindustrial social policy.  New York: New York University Press.  Chapters 1 and 2.  

Week # 7: Feb 17 = Presidents Day – University Closed
Week # 8: Feb 24 - Student curated readings - alliance politics 
This syllabus will be available as a shared Google doc. When your group has finalized our reading list for the week, please fill in the reading list here. You will inevitably find more material than we can digest in one week, so please feel free to make additions to the supplementary themes/readings list at the end of this document. Finally, please download or scan PDFs of the required reading list and upload to the course Catalyst page: https://catalyst.uw.edu/workspace/selwood/36035/  
Tronto, J. 1995. Care as a basis for radical political judgments. Hypatia 10(2): 141-149.

Pratt, G. in collaboration with the Philippine Women Centre of BC and Ugnayan NG Kabataang Pilipino Sa Canada/The Filipino-Canadian Youth Alliance. “Seeing beyond the state: Toward transnational feminist organizing”. In Nagar, R. (Ed), Critical Transnational Feminist Praxis. State University of New York Press, pp. 65-86.

Yosso, T. 2005. Whose culture has capital? A critical race theory discussion of community cultural wealth. Race, ethnicity and education 8(1): 69-91.

Lofus, A. 2012. Cyborg consciousness: Questioning the dialectics of nature in Lukacs. Chapter 3 in Loftus Everyday Environmentalism: Creating an Urban Political Ecology. Minneapolis: Univ of MN Press.
Week # 9: Mar 3 - Student curated readings - alliance politics 
Bebbington, A. 2007. Social Movements and the Politicization of Chronic Poverty. Development and Change 38(5): 793-818.

Gibson-Graham, J.K. and Roelvink, G. 2009. An Economic Ethics for the Anthropocene. Antipode 41(s1): 320-346.

Sangatin Writers and Nagar, R. 2006. Playing with Fire: Feminist Thought and Activism Through Seven Lives in India. Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press. Introduction & Chapter 1.
Ranciere, J. 2001. Ten Theses on Politics. Theory & Event 5:3, 2001. (English).  http://www.ucd.ie/philosophy/staff/maevecooke/Ranciere.Ten.pdf 

Ranciere, J. 2004. Who is the subject of the rights of man? The South Atlantic Quarterly 103(2/3): 297-310.
Week # 10: Mar 10 - Student curated readings - alliance politics 
Butler, J. 2011. Bodies in alliance and politics in the street. Available at: http://www.eipcp.net/transversal/1011/butler/en 
Ransby, B. 2003. Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement: A Radical Democratic Vision (chapter 12). Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.

Sontag, S. 2003. Regarding the Pain of Others (Chapter 5-9). Straus & Giroux. [Some of Sebastiao Salgado's photographs discussed in Chapter 5 are: http://www.amazonasimages.com/travaux-exodes (under "Essays">"Migrations"). Link to the Jeff Wall piece  in Chapter 9: http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/photographs/jeff-wall-dead-troops-talk-5559203-details.aspx 
Online resources for Week 10:
http://youtu.be/IRCrvChWDsM
Alternative Practices: Please look at these not only for their content, but how they represent ideas, who the audience is, and what are the institutional/social frameworks.

Teddy Cruz:

· http://vimeo.com/36577912
· http://vimeo.com/36577737
· http://canopycanopycanopy.com/contents/learning_from_tijuana 
Architecture/urban design collectives questioning role of design in addressing inequality / injustice:
· Urban Think Tank: http://www.u-tt.com/
· Urbz: User Generated City: Urbz.net
· Collective Research Initiatives Trust - CRIT: http://crit.in/
· Supersudaca: http://supersudaca.org/blog/
Additional Themes and Supplementary Reading Resources 
Time, Space and narratives of Poverty

Mouffe, C.  1979.  ‘Hegemony and Ideology in Gramsci’ in Gramsci and Marxist Theory.  London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.
Massey, D.  2005.  For Space.  London: Sage Publications.  Chapter 5, 6 (55 -71) and 14. 
Social Constructions of Poor Places and People 
Green, M. 2006 Representing poverty and attacking representations: perspectives on poverty from social anthropology. Journal of Development Studies 42 (7), 1108–29.

Epp, R. and Whitson, D.  2001.  Writing off the Rural West.  Globalization, Governments and the Transformation of Rural Communities.  Edmonton: University of Alberta Press.  Introduction and chapter 6. 

Lawson, V., Jarosz, L. and Bonds, A.  2010.  ‘Dumping Grounds and Unseen Grounds: Placing Poverty, Race and Ethnicity in the American Northwest’ Annals of the Association of American Geographers.

Ruben, M.  2001.  ‘Suburbanization and Urban Poverty under Neoliberalism’ in Goode, J. and Maskovsky, J.  2001.  The New Poverty Studies.  

Dunn, K.  2001.  ‘Representations of Islam in the Politics of Mosque Development in Sydney’ Tijdschrift voor Economishe en Social Geografie 92(3): 291-308.

Poverty as Relational: the Middle Classes and Poverty 
Du Toit, A.  2009.  Poverty measurement blues: beyond ‘q-squared’ approaches to understanding chronic poverty in South Africa. In Addision T, Hulme D, Kannbur R (eds) Poverty Dynamics: Interdisciplinary Perspective, 225–46. Oxford University Press, Oxford.
Jeffrey, C.  ‘Kicking Away the Ladder’ Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 26: 517-536
Bhatt, A., M. Murty, and P. Ramamurthy.  2010.  Hegemonic Developments: New Indian Middle Class, Gendered Subalterns and Diasporic Returnees in the event of Neoliberalism.  Signs forthcoming.

Duncan, C.  1999.  Worlds Apart. Yale University Press.  Chapter 3.

Reworking Poverty through Feminist and Postcolonial Thinking
Fraser, N.  1998.  Talking about needs.  Public Culture 1(1): 39-51.
Mignolo W (2000) Local Histories/Global Designs: Coloniality, Subaltern Knowledges and Border Thinking. Princeton University Press, Princeton. 

Chakrabarty D (2000) Provincialising Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference. Oxford: Princeton University Press. 

Lawson, V.  2005.  ‘Geographies of Care and Responsibility’ Annals of the Association of American Geographers 97(1): 1-11.
Green, M. and Lawson, V.  2010.  Displacing Care.  Social and Cultural Geography 
Mol, A.  2009.  The Logic of Care.  Intro, chapters 2 and 6.  London: Routledge.
Local place-making and political/radical encounter 
Benson, M. and Jackson, E.  2012.  Place-making and Place Maintenance: Performativity, Place and Belonging among the Middle Classes.  Sociology 47(4), 793-809.  

Lemanski, C.  2006.  Spaces of Exclusivity or Connection?  Linkages between a Gated Community and its Poorer Neighbor in a Cape Town Master Plan Development.  Urban Studies 43(2), 397-420.

Martin, D.  2003.  “Place-Framing” as Place-Making: Constituting a Neighborhood for Organizing and Activism.  Annals of the Association of American Geographers 93(3), 730-750.

Trudeau, D.  2006.  Politics of Belonging in the Construction of Landscapes: place-making, boundary drawing and exclusion. Cultural Geographies 13(3), 421-443.

Wilson D, Grammenos D, 2005, "Gentrification, discourse, and the body: Chicago's Humboldt Park" Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 23(2) 295 – 312
Pow, C.  2009.  Neoliberalization and the Aestheticization of New Middle Class Landscapes.  Antipode 41(2): 371-390.

Grimson, A.  2008.  The Making of New Urban Borders.  Antipode 40: 504-512.

Neoliberalisms and Inequality

Sekler, N. 2009. Postneoliberalism from and as a counter-hegemonic perspective. Development Dialogue 51: 59-71.

Robinson, J & Parnell, S. 2011. Travelling Theory: Embracing post-neoliberalism through Southern Cities, in G. Bridge and S. Watson (eds) New Companion to Urban Studies. Oxford: Blackwells.
Goode, J. and Maskovsky, J.  2001.  The New Poverty Studies.  Chapter 1.  
Fox-Piven, F.  2001.  ‘Welfare Reform and the Economic and Cultural Reconstruction of Low Wage Labor Markets’ in The New Poverty Studies by Goode, J. and Maskovsky, J.

Harvey, D.  1985.  ‘The Geopolitics of Capitalism’ in Social Relations and Spatial Structures, Gregory, D. and J. Urry, eds., Chapter 7.  London: Macmillan.
Harvey, D.  1982.  The Limits to Capital.
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