
    

Rapid freezing (snap-freezing) of tissue samples for cryosectioning and 
subsequent microscopy. 
 
Heptane, Isopentane (2-methylbutane).  These solvents are super-cooled 
with dry ice or liquid nitrogen prior to immersing tissue samples during 
the snap-freeze process.  
 
Lab coat, gloves, eye protection 
 
 
Heptane/Isopentane should only be dispensed/handled in the fume hood 
(CD 186A) or on the perfusion sink grating or with the fume scavenger in 
place when working in CD 055. 
Avoid sources of ignition during use.  Store in flammable cabinet beneath 
fume hood (left-hand side) in CD 186A or in flammable cabinet in CD 
186F. 
Remove sources of ignition if it is safe to do so.  Clear personnel from 
the immediate area.  Absorb with vermiculite, if possible.  Notify EH&S 
(3-0467) or call 9-911.  Vermiculite in knee well beside key drawer in 
CD 186A. 
 
Collect waste heptane/isopentane for pickup by EH&S 
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