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In this session we will;

* look at who are the heritage learners;

* look at some major pedagogical implications of
research on working with heritage learners;

* share our STARTALK program’s best practices in

working with heritage learners: projects, interviews,
and field trips to the Museum of Flight (Seattle).



Who Is A Heritage Language
Learner?

* Narrow definition: those who have been exposed to
a particular language in childhood but did not learn 1t
to full capacity because another language became

dominant. FUNCTIONAL PROFICIENCY

* Broad definition: those who have been raised with a
strong cultural connection to a particular language,
usually through family interaction.

CULTURAL AFFINITY

(Polinsky and Kagan 2007)



Another Way to Look at it...

...heritage speakers are early bilinguals

who learned the second (majority) language in
childhood, either simultaneously with the
heritage language, or after a short period of
predominant exposure to and use of the minority
language at home.

...the heritage language becomes, structurally
and functionally, the weaker language.

(The NHLRC White Paper)



Limited Language Exposure

* Incomplete grammar
* Limited vocabulary
« Limited pragmatic competence

BUT: near-native pronunciation and fluency
are 1n a high range



HLL’s ‘Resistance’ to Learning

Bored,
not
challenged

Incidental
learning

They need to be
‘convinced’ that

what you teach
them 1s relevant

Naturalistic
acquisition

Express
themselves
(in a
limited
way)

Compre-
hend oral
speech




Convincing HLLs...

* Show them what they CAN do

» Explain what they NEED to learn
* Use authentic materials

* Adopt authentic tasks

* Make sure they are enjoying the process




Authentic Tasks:
Real Life Purposes

* Communicating in writing (e-mail, blogs)
* Reading (a variety of genres)

* Interviewing

* Translating

 Interpreting

Purpose: Acquiring linguistic and cultural
literacy while engaged 1n a meaningful task



UW Student Program for Russian
Heritage Speakers

Russian in the Sky and QOuter Space

* 4-week intensive (5 hours/day) language program at the
University of Washington

* Designed for high-school age Russian Heritage Language
Learners (HLLs)

* Focus on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) and
academic language to increase language proficiency

STARTALKE 7
Start-Talbing’ B ™R



UW STARTALK 2014
Student Profiles

e 22 students (ages 14-17 years old)

* Born in the US or arrived before age 3 (13)
* Age at immigration: 4-9 (4)

* Age at immigration: 9-14 (5)

* Target language proficiency (according to ACTFL
Proficiency Guidelines):

v" Intermediate Mid or higher in Speaking/Listening

v" Intermediate Low or higher in Reading/Writing

STARTALKE 7
Start-Talbing’ B ™R



UW STARTALK
Russian Program

5
STEM Unit Lessons
Voyage to Mars
Airplanes
J
-
Role plays and labs at the Museum of Flight
Voyage to Mars
Pilot for a day
J
( Interviews with professionals N
Boeing
Microsoft
S Philips Y,
( Elective Projects N
Lego Robotics
Linguistics
L | Russian History )




Interviews with Professionals
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Why Interviews?

* Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Presentational
modes of communication;

e Real-life, authentic task;

* Preparing students for interviews as a complex
genre of communication;

* Content-based communication;

* Academic language style in use;

* Thank-you letter (via MOODLE Forum) | =
Increases students sensitivity to cultural norms J{4 =



Preparation to Interview with Boeing Engineer
Student Activities:
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Interviews with Professionals:
Standards and Expected Outcomes

Meet, greet and introduce people in formal and informal settings
(Communication: Interpersonal);

Listen to and understand oral presentation about STEM topics
(Communication: Interpretive);

Begin to use social registers and academic language style in discussing STEM
topics with peers and a guest speaker (Communication: Interpersonal);

Ask questions and understand answers about history of aircraft building and
aecrodynamics (Communication: Interpersonal);

Recognize differences in Russian and American educational approaches for
studying scientific disciplines through interviews with Russian professionals
(Culture, Comparisons);

Express post-activity feelings and experiences in short reflections using Moodle
and thank-you letters (Communication: Presentational).



Post-Interview Student Reflections

NGUAGE LEARNING CENTER [

You are logged in as Veronika A. Egorova: Student{Return to my

Russian 499 STARTALK 2014

August 4-15

Search forums

Display replies in nested form v

S Cnacubo 3a TaKkyto 3amedatenbHyto nekumiol
P Course administration by DMITRY BASOV - Friday, 8 August 2014, 11:52 AM

b Switch role to...
Yeaxaemblit Bayecnae CraHucnasoeuny,

b My profile settings
Cnacubo bonbLuoe 3a 04eHb NOYYNTENLHBIN YPOK Npo camonéTl! Bel 04eHb MHEepeCHO U NoyuYNTeNbHO paccKasani, A COBCEM He 0Xuaan, uto Bcé

Byaer Tak nHtepecHo! Moxanyii, 31a nekuuAa Beina 0AHOI N3 cambiX MHepecHsbIX B CTaproke. Tenepb-To A 3HaK BCE OCHOBHLIE NAKCHI, MUHYCHI,
0MAaCHOCTH 1 OCTanbHbIE HBKAHCHI NPN NOKYNKe W yNpaeneHnn camonérta. MHe Tak ke oYeHb NOHPaBUNOCH C KaKUM 3HTY3Maamom Bel roBopuni Ha 3Ty
Temy, TaK Kak 370 caenano Bawe BuicTynnenune ewé Gonee adhekTHbIM U MHTEpeCHbIM. [locne Takoro XopoLUero nuapa camonéToe A 06A3artensHo
Kynnio cebe camonér, korga BelpacTy. Mpuxogute B8 CTapTok U B CNeayroline roga, noxanyicra, nbo A He Mory NpeAcTaBuTL NyULIEro Kpatkoro
pacckaza npo caMmonéTel, Baw pacckas bein oyeHb xopow. Ewé paa cnacnbo!

C yBaxeHuem,

Muta Bacos




Field Trips

* provide opportunities for experiential learning

* help develop learners’ interest and motivation

* collaboration with community resources and museums
bring a language to life and make the learning of
complex vocabulary and language structures worthwhile




“VYoyage to Mars” Simulation

* Introduction of specific vocabulary
and structures students need to
understand and use to complete the
simulation

e Job application

* Role-play communication during
flight simulation

 Post-activities reflection

Spacecraff




ST CREW MANIFEST
o - VOYAGE TO MARS | ITOAET HA MAPC

UW STARTALK Russian Student Program

1. 3amosHMTE TAOAMIY CBEPXY BHHS.
2. B xaxsoit rpymme (LeHTp yIpaBseHNA TOAETOM M DKHIIZLK KOPAOAM), IPEACTABAAIOLIEN CATIKEOHTIO
ITOZMIINIO, AOAXKHO OBITE PABHOE KOAMUECTBO UAEHOB. AAA HEUETHOTO KOAMYECTBA YUACTHHKOB
3 AODABLTE AOITOAHHMTEALHOTO YEAOBEKA B KOMAHAY CATXOa IIpod .
IHEHTP YITPABAEHHA CINZINEY; N
KOMAHADI ITOAETOM HA MAPC KOCMMWUYECKOI'O

KOPADBAA

COM (Communications)
CAVIKBA CBA3U

DATA
CAVIKBA MTH®OPMALIMK

NAYV (Navigation)
CAVIKBA HABHUTI'AITMH

(Murureyre 1 wesosex)

PROBE
3ATTVCK 30HAOB

(Murureyrs 1 vesosex)




“Aviation Learning Center”
at the Museum of Flight

* Introduction of specific vocabulary and
structures that students need to talk
about how airplanes are constructed
and why they fly

* Lab work stations, create a flight
plan in Russian and conduct a pre-
flight check

e Post-activities reflection




Student Activities:
Lab at the Museum of thht




Projects: So Many Choices

* Linguistic research project “The Life of Words in Another
Language™

* Research Project in Math/Robotics “Mars investigation with
LEGO-robotics™

* Historical project “Russia in the 20®

Century”

Other projects 1n the past:
* Drama
* Film and Culture

* Digital Storytelling




Why Projects?

* meet students’ various interests by giving a choice of a
project and a research topic

* extend the main theme of the program above and beyond the
STEM topics

* provide a deep cultural context connecting STEM with
historical, social, cultural and linguistic content and explore
it through the use of various authentic materials in Russian

* give heritage students a real-life task to make an oral
presentation of their findings in academic style

* 1nvolve Russian community at the end of the program
“conference”



Projects: Setting Goals

Interpretive tasks:

 Read and understand authentic texts: Russian dictionaries,
linguistic articles and technical instructions;

* Understand other students’ presentations, video and audio
materials, take critical notes;

Interpersonal tasks:
* Discuss ideas and opinions related to their research topics;
* Participate in after-presentation discussions with peers and experts;

Presentational tasks:

e The students write PowerPoint Presentation to make an oral
presentation of their findings at the end of the program in front of
their parents, teachers, classmates, and experts

* The students orally present their findings from research projects
using computer presentation slides.



Student Research Projects Conference

Choose clective projects from Linguistics, Robotics &
Astronomy, and History;

Explore research topics through the use of various authentic
materials in Russian;

Create a PowerPoint presentation in the target language;

Present orally their research i

findings in front of their classmates,
parents, teachers, and experts;
Compete to be the best

presenter of the project;

Get feedback from the Russian-
speaking experts from the local
Russian community.




Collaboration with Local Russian
Newspaper “Russkly Mir”

l-m1upom & CCCP. 01. 7-nerhme (sl... Impyccmm UW « Russian World x I + r_-m

(— russianworl Idnewspaper.or g/7cat=72 c

e Tell Russian community Pvcu‘"“ "Hp HALY

about the program

PYCCKMAMUP v  AD v HAWMMPOEKTH v  OHAC
PYCCKIU UW

¢ AdVCI‘tlS@ the program tO IIporpamma “Pycckuii A3bIk B Hebe 1 kocMoce”
attract students e e

= Hoyb B ABMaKOCMMUYECKOM My3ee CBeTnaHa

- AbpamoBa, K.Nej.H., Beayluii npenoaasaTenb
neTHEeN NporpaMMbl PyccKoro Asbika Startalk UW
_=  TpeTwii rog Mbl pacckasblBaem YuTaTenam
«PYCCKOro Mupa» 0 NETHEe NporpammMe pyccKoro
A3blka Startalk yHueepcuTeTa BaluMHITOHa — O

:  TOM, YTO HOBOTO M MHTEPECHOrO OHA NpeanaraeT
CBOMM ..

Publish students’ articles




Students’ Articles

I'opoa na Mapce
Anexcelt beikoBud, cTyeHT nporpammsl 2013r.

[Tnanera Mapc Oblia 3aragKoii A1l y4eHbIX MHOTHE TO/IbI, HO MBI BCE€ OJIMKE K TOMY
MOMEHTY, KOIJ]a 4eJIOBEYECKasi HOra CTaHEeT Ha OTy KpacHyIo Iuta”eTy. JIroau Bcerna
MEYTAJIM O YEJIOBEUECKOM ITOCETIEeHUU Ha Mapce, HO MOIJIH JIM 3TU CKAa3KH CTaTh
peanbHOCTHIO? Beero 40 et Hazaj Takue Bely Kak cMapTQoH Obutn GaHTazuel, u
MBI IIPOJBUTAEMCS B Pa3BUTUU TEXHOJIOTUN KAXKIyI0 MUHYTY. UTO MOXKET IPUHECTH
HaMm Oyxayuiee?

UToObl 4eTOBEK KUJI Ha IPYTo TUTAaHETe, €My HY>KHBI KHCIIOPOJI, BOJA, €1a. . .
[Tpobnema B TOM, uTO Ha Mapce CyIecTByeT HeXBaTKa BCETo 3TOr0. A TakXe TaM
OUYeHb HU3KOE JIaBJICHHUE, SJIOBUTAsi aTMOC(epa, HeT KUCIOPO/ia U TOBBIIICHHBIH
YPOBEHb paJIUALIAH.

ITockonbKy CBHHEL XOPOLIO MOIJIOIIAET Y-U3JIy4YeHUE, OH UCIIONIb3YETCS AJIs
paaralMOHHOM 3alUThl B PEHTT€HOBCKUX YCTAHOBKAX U B SJEPHBIX PEAKTOPAX.
[ToaTomy Ha mepBoM 3Tarie Hal ropo Oyzaet noja cBuHuoM. [loToM o ropogom
MO3KHO Oy/IeT CTpOuTh TyHHENU. Bropoil atan — TeppadopmupoBanue. buochepa
TJIaHEThI OyIET 3alMINATh JIOJIEH OT COJTHEYHOU U TaIAKTUYECKON KOCMUYECKON
paguanuu.

Taxoke U1 )kU3HU HA Mapce Hy»KHO 3JIEKTPUYECTBO, KOTOPOE IPEAIIONIaraeTcs
MOJTy4aTh U3 COTHEYHBIX OaTapell U BETPSHBIX MEIbHHII.

Hwxe npuBeneH npoekT ropoja Ha Mapce, B KOTOpoM OYIyT 3JIEKTPOCTAHIIH,
OpaH)Xepeu, HayuHbIe JTadopaTOpuH, KBApTHPHI IS JIIOJEH. . .

russianworldnewspaper.org




Materials and Resources

e You Can See and Use Our Materials at UW STARTALK
website http://depts.washington.edu/startalk/

* National Heritage Language Resource Center (NHLRC) at
UCLA http://web.international.ucla.edu/nhlrc/

THANK YOU!



