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The Key to the Alohabet

The key to the alphabet which appears on the following pages
is meant to be used along with the tapes, or a native speaker of the
Sahaptin. to say the words, given as examples, by sounding each letter
or letter-group it rwpresente. S the lettar or istt.er-cowhinntions
(likes. . r. . ‘.k’.ch’.t;’.t’.tl’. w. w.sw. w) wL..55t5
sounds not. found in English. For these sounds an explanation is given
and demonstrated how thee sounds are made. The best way to Lenin
how to ease thee. sounds correctly is to listen to your Instructor.
and imitate to the best of your ability. Listen to the cassette tape
and practice th. sounds as often as possible, and the speech sound
will ce ore easily. Along with pronouncing the letters,. students
will learn ‘to spell woros used in the examples. Listening, spelling.
and writing is a requirement in this class.

VYW€LS & DlP’flfl3S

Symbols used for vowels Examoles containing sounds

a a’kak ‘goose’; wa’na ‘t-iver

I ink. mi. ‘I’; wi’yat ‘far’; pipsh ‘bone’

u English 00 U ‘or’; ku ‘and’; plus ‘brain’ ;tuta dad

ay a-why dipthong ay-i’k, ‘sit, down’; ay’ay ‘magpie

nay long ay-dipthaog aayi ‘bright’ ; ;ayi1 ‘daylight;

aw a—dbl-you dipth. iawsh ‘bitt.eroot’; chaw ‘no’
C’.

uy short-yu-wh-; biptb. anahuy ‘blackbaar’ ;nyt ‘a beginning’

nay long-yu-whv dlptb. puny ‘snow’; huuy ‘scarcely’ -4, - C ,i—Ic -‘-“7
-i / i

aa long-a taamxnwa ‘always’ ;kaatnam ‘long’ ti- C2’1 “‘ -

/ / I

ii long-eye .nimt ‘house’ ;mniix-’fis’ ;tiicham ‘land’

un long-yu chunsh. cbizsh ‘water’ ; tsnu’±Im ‘buffalo’

e-dbl-vUdlpm. iwon urine; piwnasa extanaeä family

Examolne of words containing
.ach sound.

-cap ‘hand’; ne, napt, ‘tw’ ; pipsil ‘bone

ktitit ‘to cook’: ka’Kya ‘arwnal, bed’; kwya’3m lrim’dur
‘-

tu’tik ‘siand up’; lulni ‘qround up; I/mesh ‘pepe, book

1 /
rnaylski ‘morning’; mina’ ‘old’; mi/mi ‘already

nash ‘one’: nit, na’pt ‘Iwo; nu’s&lx ‘salmon’

S
ht.ii ‘b1nd’: haesh spint’: hananuy ‘bchersome’

/ /
‘r ‘rer; ‘IT ‘ke’; i’we ‘qu’

/

ye’paesh ‘grease: wtyapni’t ‘bull elk’; w/at lar aww?

blue. pwplo’; kix*u’x “shiny

‘. K’i_. /‘VkA,&_

(C .‘J ‘
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Mast Sahantin consonants are written
with the exceon” r,

,,,,l +,, sound

and sound the same in English
i,.’,’ ,..,‘,,,.,.‘l,

soft p

Soil

Soft I

m
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h

w

V
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S esu’m, iwre’; s(r WigLge, speecti

ch ctw no’; cjh, ciuh ‘wofe; ctmik ck(col)’

shushheed woK;sh hecE

maytskt ‘ntineig; musimisrn ctie 1sa •a ttIo vAe’

Ccxiscnars nof found ii Erh (Alhough : use tofters used m Ensh, the coatiiiefion of sds id letters make
special soun ii Setiaptn.

Smbo to represent sound Emjiles of wxi coraautra soun

Frcw x froe- :-_- tt; ITINS scRzId Is seldom found lithe beglflnq
of ad. Laiguts hev used the loiter Th to make
tt so’Jnd In Sef the tront-x is found rny pt5
speech. tStifx , TsIitx iwa 1t

___

to open.’ tsxwl ‘cone-ske’; tsxwkh ‘t’

back-ox t niardd: nusmm ‘salnan’; nah lone
xu tro1’. fltls 1temt sound is made t reisng
back of yi ter ie(vekn) tui * neerty c)cseS and
let the aE escope as though you are b iglig up phiem.

Bared f bared-elI 4 e4x ‘dñt soW; epi4 api-fleets; xntxwimeedouiark’
[ThIs Sound is catted a eaI veeceless e Yow tongue
is placed bohmd you front teeth end you blow air oil
from far beck ii ur esophagus. The sound is like a
LJcy4ettJe’ szid.

HaU If Tee-ad sound vtik ‘dub to death’; ttap’ d&azded, throw away
[flits sound does not v*wate. It makes allot flapping
sound w4ion the tongue touches the roof of the mouthi

4 Tee-barred-ed sound

sort s lsu4i m buiiaio’: is+md new isawtsawx

Herd Is’ Tee-ass ts’i sv.et tao sils’ifms ‘bed on the skin’ (litOCUCOI
tsTh I ‘round’ ;sfs’ ‘highr; sts’oi ‘derk’

Beck soft-beck-k iku beavyfweightY; maytstd ‘morning’ kayk’ shoe’
fThts sound made in the beck of the root of the soft
peldfe. a aood exarncöe is the name of a bEd celled
Twiskoka , the RobEi.j

Front k’ twd-tront-k rust boise’; kusfkusi ‘dog’; lCpus ‘cold’ of waethei.
kpid ‘round, crcuiar rr sound is made in the back
of the Uwoet li 0 ‘chcklig’ sound.)

Hard-back k’ k’tx* ‘lute mat’: k’ishpek buzzarritbirdY k’inu- look(atV
viat ‘orV; n mocct’
[fli sound is very gigterai, made way back of throe

Soft kw kw*’kt ‘to wl’ietle’: kwy’m lnflhtuF: fkwna. kwna.
‘‘er there. t’!kwsh ‘fire: sheylcw ‘ster cluster’

Front P1 had-tront-kw 4kv/i ‘daV; kvfepama ‘skirl; skvflpe ‘morning’

Back 1w kwvwikwn#a’ backpacker: kwaet ‘parmannr’
walkwaf- fa ‘tLxl(ey

Hardback P/ kw’a’stikwash boron’: sflkwry.e-mkt Tharct
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di no’; chsh, cth ocha?rech oom
ew nwfled nW.

nchi go. bQ’; di’ mpci11i odW;
dii cWiw ‘cmtai pianC

Soft p p(ni goosebeny;p ••.u to ,w; ph boner

pipi ‘Eitinos’: + p’uu’s ‘cd; p’istday a hiW
Ifl loftar is usi1y rofred to Ihe poppod-p bace
when u make the sound wWh xx Ips dosed and

or oz tror th, wheni bkwi a the oil
makes a popped Sound.)

NOTE TO USER: In Shahaptin Indian languagedranslation, one expression usually involves several
mths to communicate to nan-speakers. There are male and female expressions easily under
stood by native speaker and Ustene there are number expressions lbr animate and inanimate.
One cannot learn this in one semester or even a year. The language must be spoken at home or
used in daily classroom activity. Learning a native language is similar to learning any foreign
language in school. Using it is vitally important if you are senous about learning the language.
Afi of the handouts must be read and exemises completed. Practice it hwth others, your chi7dren
visitors, and relatives. Form language learning groups or clubs and sham what you have
learmed. Involve little children, they learn fast. Take ñeld trips with children and point out the
Mfxts about nature, name the colors of flowers and bernes, Pteflt5r and animals. Make it a
fun trip. it’s difficult to do these things in schaoi when e don’t have access to fransporiafion and
the time allotted for MI-time students. vrb
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