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NORTHWEST SHAHAPTIN LANGUAGE
1995-96
The Koy to ihg Alphabet

The key to the alphabet which appears on the following pages
16 Beant o be ussd along with the tapes. or a native spesaker of the
Sahaptin. to say the words. given as examples. by sounding sach letter
or letter-group i1t Tepresents. Sowe the letters or letter-combinations
{like z. 2. +. K. k'.k'.zh' .25 .t .00, =, kW' . 2w, ZW) Tepresents
sounds not found in English. For thess sounds an explanation 15 given
and demonstrated how thess sounds are made. The best way to lesarn
how to make thess sounds correctly 15 to listen to your 1nstructor.
and 1mitate to the best of your ability. Listsn to the cassetts tape
and practics the sounds as often as possible. and ths spssch sound
will come more sasily. Along with promouncing the letters. students
will learn to spell words used 1n the examples. Listeming. spelling.
and wrting 16 a4 requirsment in this class.

VOWELS & DIPTHONGS

Symbols used for voweis Examples coataizing soupds
a a‘kak ‘soose’: wa‘na ‘Tiver
1 ink. 1ni, ‘I’; wi’yat ‘far’': pipsh 'bome’
Q English o3 u ‘or‘: ku 'and’: plus ‘brain’';tuta ‘'dad’
ay a-why dipthong ay1‘'k. ‘sit down’': ay‘sy 'magpie
agy long ay-dipthong ksayx 'braght’: xa’m; ‘daylight:
2 / .
aw a-dbl-you dipth. Zawsh ‘bitteroot’: chaw ‘no’ ‘wagf'/’ uiw'.'d‘_(_O-M
¢t R Qe ucd cIve's Fowen
uy short-yu-why dipti. anahuy ‘Slackbssr’:uyt s beginnisg’ K|
wuy long-yu-why dipth. puuy ‘snow’: huuy ‘scarcely’ ‘-;(),(.u.a% - Cevn C\&V‘"/ / . a/d—
N el 4\
aa long-a taomiowa 'ulways‘:ka'atnan ‘lomg’ 1~ b"‘sm; Latl i t
4
11 long-sys anx’n ‘honsa';mnx-'fi:‘;tncha'n ‘land’
S E—
uu long-yu chuash. caiish ‘water': tsuutim 'buffalo’
w eye-gol-vu dipth. 1wsh ‘urine: piwnasn extended famiiv’
CONSONANTS
ol . . s
Wmmwmmwl " . o £1-} \ hard I
Svmhol used to represent sound Examples of words containing
each sound.
v i . .. PL,UJU p|P'){’\—&k'f}|-~: /
Soft [ £ pcp AP hand; napt, napt, two'; ppsh ‘bone
Soft K kuurkit 10 cook’ ; ka'kya ‘amwmnal, brd'; kwyaam truthiul’
< utrlecuiidirem
Soft t tu'tik ‘stand up'; tu'tni 'ground up; ti'mash ‘paper, book
“w /
m may'tski ‘morung’; mema’ ‘olf’; mirmi ‘already’
n naxsh ‘one’. nupt, na'pt ‘two; nu'suy ‘salmon’
»
h huli Wind’: haasht ‘breath, spirit'; hananuy 'bothersome’
7 V4
w wana Tver watam ‘ieke’ wawe ‘mosqus’
il
Yy ya'peash ‘grease; wiyepiil ‘bull elk’; wivat ‘far away’
t lamt ‘blue, purple’; odu'x “shery'



@ 8 g v

- P . ca, mee + TLTL ey vl o o

-t e ¥ T RO, R % Fe P Vgl %
- _j‘«'_u—h:_’. RARS W - S x“__.?\_zp
B - . S R N

asu'm ‘eel, iamprey’; sinwit Tanguage, speech’

chew 'no’; chiish, chussh ‘waler'; chmuk biackicolor)
shushaynsh 'steelhead trout’; tashtash ‘canvasback duck’
Ma3ytski ‘momng; musmustsin ‘cattic’, tsa'at ‘a Htie whdo'

Ccnsausndlomdnﬁg@(Mmuseleﬂasmenﬁh the combinetion of symbois and letters make

specil sounds in Sahaptin.
S {0 represent sound
Frant x front-ex
Back back-ax
Batred ¢ barred-ell
Hard i) Tee-elf sound
t4 Tee-barred-ell sound
Soit is
Hard ts' Teo-ess
Back K soft-back-k
Front L o hard-front-k
Hard-back &'
Soft kw
Front kw' hard-front-kw
Back kw
Hardback kw'

Exampies of words contaiing sounds

i thin’; [This sound is seldom found in the beginning
of aword. Linguists have used the letter h™ to make
fhis sound. In Sghentin the front-x is found i many perts
speach. ‘tSTix 'easy, TsTix wa chagiptpa. “Nlis

easy to open.' tsxywii ‘cone-shape'; tsxwil ‘tip

xabat ‘maliard duck’; nusux ‘salmon’; naysh ‘Sone’
M'trou' rl'rlsgmaralsomdisnadebyramm
back of your tongue¢velum) until ¥ nearly cioses and
lat the axr escape as though you are bringing up phiem.

4a4x ‘dirt. sof; apid apid-leals’; xwixwi ‘meadowiark’
{This sound s cafied a tateral vorceless efl. Your tongue
is placed behind your front teath and you blow air out
from far back in your esophagus. The sound is like 8
“uicy-rattie’ sound.

watfik ‘club to death’; tfap * discarded, throw away *
{This sound does not vibrats. it makes a flat flapping
sound when the tongue touches the roof of the mouth.}

t+up- '[lump; t¢i t+ umx redwang blackbird®

tsud i m ‘builaio’; is + miz ‘new; isawkisawk ‘redhoi’

ts'i ‘'sweet laste’ ; is'uts'Ums ‘bod on the sk’ (infection)
tS'W + { ‘Tound ;sts'ét ‘night’; sts'det 'dark’

iku heavy(weight)', maytski ‘morning’ kayli ' shoe'
[This sound is made in the back of the roof of the soft
pelete, a good examnpie is the name of a bird called
Twis’kaka , the Robin.]

Kusl ‘horse’; Kusik'usi “dog’; Kpis ‘cold of weethex.
Kk'piit 'round, circulas’ [This sound is made i the back
of the thsoet in a ‘clicking’ sound.}

K'odi ‘tule mar; K'ishpet ‘buzzard(bird)’ Kinu- Took(at)’
Wansk'R ‘MoTKiSY, K'am ‘moccasay

{This sound is very gutieral, made way back of throat}

kwil'kt ‘to whistle': kwyaa'm ‘truthfuf’; fkwna. kwna,
‘over there', {ikwsh ‘fire; shaykw 'star cluster’

+kw'i ‘day’; kw'ipama' ‘skirt’; skw'ipa ‘mornmg’

kwninkwinda' ‘backpacker; kwaat pamamm‘
Icmlma& ta urkey’

kwa'shkwash ‘hefon’; shiow'iy +mid harcut’



Soft
‘newty mamied maie’.
Had o nchi arge, big'; cfY # m ‘shamp culting odge’;
chich'w 'catiai plani’ :
Soft p pfmush ‘goaseberry’; pa'nim ‘give i to me’; pipsh bone’

Hard P pTpi ‘intestines’; i puu's ‘cat’; plushtay’ 'a hil
{This letter is usually referred to the popped-p’ because
when you make the sound with your lips ciosed and
folded over your front teeth, when you blow arr the out
air, & makes a popped sound.}

NOTE TO USER: In Shahaptin indian language-transiation, one expression usually invoives severa/
words fo communicate to non-speakers. There are male and female expressions easily under-
stood by native speaker and fistener; there are number expressions for animate and inanimate.
One cannot leam this in one semester or even a year. The ianguage must be spoken at home or
used in daily classroom activity. Leaming a native language is similar to leaming any foreign
language in school. Using it is vitally important if you are serious about leaming the language.
All of the handouts must be reed and exercises completed. Practice it with others, your children,
Visitors, and relatives. Form language feaming groups or clubs and share what you have
learmed. Invoive little children, they leam fast. Take fieid trips with children and point out the
words about nature, name the colors of flowers and bemies, pfants, and animais. Make it a

fun trip. i's difficult to do these things in school when we don't have access fo transportation and
the time allotted for full-time students. vrb
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