
KEY TO THE YAK WA PRACTICAL ALPHABET

a short a liin husband

sham wife

wg.sbat riding

aa long a katnam long

tak meadov

vashat Indian religion; dancing

ch soft ch chlish water

chfmti new

Ichi this

hard di ch’m sharp

nch’l large

ch’lya flicker (a bird)

aitch háasht breath

hawlak spirit; abyss; bottomless space

hull wind

short i link

lksiks little, small

pIpsh bone

ii long ii Ii

nhipt two

tim Indian, person

barred lin mouth

shim come in

ktu fast, quickly, swiftly

k soft front k kp4n diggingstick

kg.lux blueback salmon

kayAsu arrow

hard fron k Ic’ znamul bald eagle

k’ayw short

k’CIsi horse



KEY TO THE YAKIMA PBAICAL ALPHABET

soft back k kashk.ash roan horse

twskaka robin

heavy

hard back k k’aylk colt, calf, elk calf

k’Gx knee

k’shpal buzzard

kw soft front kw kwkvt whistling

kwy.am true

ykws cottontail rabbit

kw’ hard front kw kw’ayawI mountain lion, cougar

skw’pa morning

Ikw’ak that

kv soft back kw ikwtsha he’s stuck

kwninkwnin peddler

pakwchtpam. electric socket

kw’ hard back kw kwshkw’ash crane

kw’it plain, visible

nkwash throat

eli l.kas mouse

1att flower

lulüu smooth

barred 1ikw’i all day

mtg.x head

k’.m moccasins

m em maxnn Appaloosa horse

mimIm dove

miy.wax chief

fl enn naw.t belly

nuslix salmon

nshnu nose



KEY TO THE YAKIMA PTACTICAL ALPHABET

p soft p pamt& toad

ppsh fir tree

plsh white

p’ hard p p’Ip’i guts, intestines

p’yu nighthawk

p’ushty hill

s ess sawtk Indian carrot

Spilyy Coyote

asüm , 1amrey
sh ess-ajtch shg.xat rasberry

shshaynsh steelhead

shwg. forehead

t soft t tp’ash pine tree

tg.shtash canvasback duck

tiskây skunk

t’ hard t t’ixt’ix swallow (a bird)

t’t’sh grasshonver

t’.lpt wanrnum

t soft tee—barred eli tüpt jumping

ktg.ak jagged

pt.k bitter, pepper

tl’ hard tee—eli t1’lk blacktail deer

tl’axw all

tl’tlmxw redwing blackbird

ts soft tee—ess tsawkts,wk red hot

pits your younger brother

(a woman’s word)

tsnIts your younger sister

(a man’s word)
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ts’ hard tee—ess ts’a near

ts’ sweet

ts’unps oak tree

U short u Gtpaas blanket, robe

niGps fawn

ptisha father’s father

uu long u push juniper tree

ttGush some

ap’Gus cat

W double—you waw mosquito

watm lake

wilalIk jackrabbit

x front ekf wix thin

kawxkwx palomjno horse

p’isx sour

x back eks xlish wolf

x&txat mallard duck

kawxkawx shiny

XW front eks-w kw6yxw basket net

ts’xwilI tepee

xw back eks-w xwshxway bluejay

xwayain gplden eagle

x’4n sucker (a fish)

y why ypaash ease

y.xa beaver

yamash mule deer

glottal stop ‘a crow

y’ay magpie

pu’u blind
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There are also eight dipthongs. A dipthong is a combination
sound that consists of a short or long vowel plus y or w.

Some examples of dipthongs in Yakima words are:

ay pysh maybe

aikyva breadroot

aa%y yay beargrass

uy aDahtly black bear

ts’mGy warm

uuy huy can’t

piluy snow

a.w ch&w no

ka’w fast, quick, swift

aaw ka’.aw lightweight

w&av mountain goat

1w kIwkiwlas drum

wiwnu huckleberry

iiw Iiwsh urine




