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This éound chart is wm:_m introduced, to be
:mma o:@ as an on going Hmmmmmznm for
those just beginning to learn the _m:.mcm_mm.

Learning to read and write the alphabet is
just the begirining to the actual speaking of
the language. Learning to speak the lan-
'r guage will take time and dedication to

become comfortable with knowing and

s o ::mmamﬁm:&:m the language. In-depth,

} % language maferial will be available in class,
for those who will continue the language
learning process. .
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Much of the mprmv:: albhabet sounds are

the sarnc as English. The following 1 :wxma
represent those similar sounds: .

LY

ch, h k|, B\P?m\mw.ﬂ ?MEQ:%. s

, That's almost half of the Sahaptin m:urmcﬂ
so you're about halfway there even before
you start! .

Nasal Cavity

Lips Teeth

Air from the :..smm ' Windpipe

In the following, we will go through every letter of
the alphabet and describe how to make the sound
it represents. This side view will help you to
identify the various parts of the sound tract that
sounds will develop from.
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- The "long aa" is made by the tongue being slightly
arched between the front, back and lowest part of
the mouth and held longer, (sounds like the "a" as
in the English word, "father").

The "short a” is made by the tongue being slightly
arched between the middle and lowest part of the
mouth with short breath of air, (sounds like the .
sound “0” as in the English word “hot”).

) heerd : Examples:
Examples: i ; ) ‘ wdashat worship-dance
dsham wife )
kdatnam long
am husband “e
\ ) tdaminwa always
waéshat ride
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The "ch” sound is made by tongue against gum
ridge and roof of mouth, releasing the air softly,
(sounds like the "ch" as in the English word

“church”).
vy I
Examples: %ﬁﬂ%\
chaur
chchuu

water
no
be quiet

The "hard ch" sound i smade by the tongue against
gum ridge and roof of the mouth with the throat
made tense and vocal chords closed, (sounds like
the "ch" with a catch in the throat).

Examples: ch’'m sharp
nch’f bit, large
chdchi] proud
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The "h" sound is made by the [riction of air pass-
ing through the vocal chords, (sounds like the the
"h" in the English word "housc”).

Examples:
hawit’at April
huli wind

/)
Armrm\@ km k&\c\w root
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The "i" sound is made with the tongue raised
toward the roof of the mouth and front of mouth
with short breath of air, (sounds like the "i" in the
English word "piece", but shorter).

Examples: imi ik you
ikks little, small
pipsh bone
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The “+"sound is made with the tongue rassed

hxmz;u_mm" pm mouth
Chimti hew
Chim Sharp
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This vowel sound is made like “i”, but held
longer.

Examples: ii / yes
%&9@3\ Y Ex\ bnun Magd,
fchishkiin - (in) Indian

Qm&% leaguage (Wing dhess

13

The "soft k" sound is made towards the back of the
mouth, stopping the breath and then releasing it,
(sounds like the "k" in the English word "sky").

Examples:
rmﬁn\,w\. y¢ar  digging stick
w%k&x&» blueback salmon
g%@%&ii arrow
ku and
14
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The "hard k' " sound is made toward back of
mouth, stopping the breath and relcasing it, with
throat tense and vocal chords closed, (sounds like
the "k" with catch in the throat).

Examples: k'usi horse
k’usik’asi , dog

v %@&Eﬁ short

15

The "soft k" sound is produced by lips forming an
"o" shape, with breath stopping at back of mouth
at the picce of skin that dangles in the mouth,
(sounds like the "k" sound with lips rounded).

Examples:
dilewss m‘.\\\\a:&\ cottontail rabbit
shaikw stars-iR-a-grotp
kwiydam true
Jeweflew t whistle

x.q.\\_ 7 o 16



The "hard k" sound is produced by the lips form-
ing an "o" shape with breath stopping at back of
mouth at the piece of skin that dangles in the
mouth, but done with the throat tense and vocal
chords closed. The "kw" sound with catch in the

throat.

Examples: tkw'{ day
kw’ayaw{ cougar

\1\&&(@\2\.# ) s “hall aXored.
17

The "I" sound is made when the tongue touches
the back of the teeth and forms a groove allowing
air out both sides of the tongue, (sounds like the
"I" in the English word "like").

Examples: lakas mouse
latit flower
luldu smooth

18



The "barred 1" is made when the tongue forms a ¢ The "m" sound is made by the two lips coming
groove allowing air out of both sides of tongue or . together and touching and out through the nose,

. . . . . o e . H W " " I . " "
just one side and made with a friction of hissing (sounds like the "m" in the English word "mouth”).
and hushing, (sound somewhat similar to "l" in

-

English word "clash” in a rapid speech). Examples: HAANNm,
& mdamn. Appaloosa horse
Examples: lamtx gv&m\k head mimim dove
wiq'dm \‘@ww&»ﬁ moccasin miyaux chief, . r va

talx /a2y dirt
19 20



The "n" sound is produced when the tongue
touches the back of teeth and the sound comes out

through the nose, (sounds like the "n" in the En-
glish word "nice”).

Examples:
nawat belly
ndsux salmon
nishnu nose

21

The "soft p" sound is made by lips together and

stopping the outgoing breath, then releasing the
air, (sounds like the "p" in the English word

"spoon”).

Examples: papsh
plash
papl 71/ f

22

fir tree
white
{wo (ner i
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. This sound is made like “q”, except that the lips

The "hard q" sound is made in as far back of the
are rounded, producing a “w” sound.

mouth as the tongue can go,by stopping the air
then releasing , with the throat tensed and vocal ' /

chords closed. The "q" sound made with a catch in ~ Examples:
the throat. xmlim‘... e @eﬁﬁ@i& - - turkey
o - qwi smelli
Examples: q'diq'ai colt, calf \ . ng good
q uxwi knee K i
q'shpali buzzard

26
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The "hard p" sound is made by the lips together,
stopping outgoing breath then releasing, with the
throat made tense and vocal chords almost closed,
(the "p" sound with a catch in the throat).

Examples: p'ipi intestines
prim ﬁ“ «v  nighthawk
v\cmrﬁmww hill

23

The "q" sound is made in as far back of the mouth
as the tongue can go, by stopping the air then
releasing. There is no English word similar to this,
closest to it would be the "k" sound in "key.”

g LR L .
Examples: mdicqi morning
qu .\H,\E heavy

wisqaga robin
trocska %m, —7
24



This sound is made like “qw”, except that a glottal
stop (catch in the throat) is made along with or
right after the “qw” sound.

Examples:

th\l&b\u% 144 pégwiash throat
N ) xd b qwehm . naughty

o

qw’ dshqw’as crane

rndh healthy, strong,
\@2\&;&&& p M&#@ active
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The "s" sound is made by the tongue touching the
back of the teeth, allowing the air to pass through
a narrow passage, (sounds like the "s” in the En-
glish word "sing").

Examples:
sawitk Indian carrot
Spilya . Coyote
asm 7 Jelrr? eel

28
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The “sh" sound is made around the gum ridge and roof .
of the mouth woth a hissing or hushing sound, (sounds
like the"sh" in the English word "show").

The "t" sound is made with the tongue touching the
back of the tecth, stopping the air briefly then releasing
. it, (sounds like the "t" in the English word "top").

Examples: m_:m.wm:. _‘m_mﬁ_uﬁa QAD.\VQ\WA.\A\ .
k\\ wd )& %mg shushéaimsh steelhead mxmaﬁ_wm“ n.m@lw«mmr’ pinc trec
’ Z shwa forehead tashtash fish duck
2 4 A .
S\(\\r«\.«x\\ shuu- beard N\M d \NQ W _> tskdl skunk
29



The "hard t" sound is made with the tongue touch-
ing the back of the teeth, stopping the air briefly
then releasing it and done with the throat tensed
and vocal chords closed. (The "t" sound made
with a catch in the throat).

Examples:
t'ixt’ix swallow (bird)
&u&.&m&k« e grasshopper
t'alpt wampum

31

The "t" sound is made with the tonguc touching
the back of the teeth and forming a groove, allow-
ing the air out sides of tongue and made with a
hissing/Hushing sound, (combination of the "t"
and "I" sound).

Examples:
ttupt jump
kttaak jagged

ptix \UW&\Q.% bitter; pepper
32
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The "hard t' " sound is made with the tongue
touching the back of teeth and forming a groove.
Allowing air out the sides of the tongue and made
with a hissing/hushing sound, with the throat
made tense and vocal chords closed, (same as the
“t}* sound with a catch in the throat).

Examples:
tYaaxw all
tValk blacktail deer
tf' t¥ mx redwing blackbird

33

The "u" sound is made with lips rounded with the
tongue high and back of mouth, and of short
duration, (sounds like "u" in the English word

"pull”).

Examples:
pusha father’s father,
paternal grandfather
utpas blanket, robe
mups fawn
34



The "c" sound is made by the tip of the tongue
against the back of the front teeth then releasing
the air softly, (sounds like the "ts" in the English
word "cats").

Examples: QBBMNNW.\W& . morning

. £ m
musmus catile

egat= —guriet-stit—

The "hard ¢' " sound is made by the tip of the
tongue against the back of the front teeth then
releasing the air with the throat being tense and
vocal chords closed, (sounds like "c" with a catch
in the throat).

Vi B w -

Examples: c’aa Za near
cize's sweet
sc’at . 7¢ -+~ dark

2, PP
N\& m\\wmx\n\&ﬂ. EHRIPS oak tree
8



rhis vowel sound is made like “u”, but held
onger.

ixamples: puush juniper
»p'uus cat
ttuush some
35

The "w" sound is made with the lips rounded and
vocal chords vibrating, (sounds like the "w" as in
the English word "wool”).

Examples:
wawa mosquito
watam lake
wilalik jackrabbit
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he "x" sound is made when the back of the
tongue touches the the back part of the roof of the

mouth allowing a friction noise, (no sound in The "xw" sound is made by rounding the lips,
English, closest would be thte "ch” in the name, with the back of the tongue touching the back part
“Bach"). of the roof of the mouth, allowing a friction noise,
(the "x" sound pronounced with the lips rounded).
Examples: miydwax bear . .
lTuxltix shining Examples: x\,im.n_m_ w:_.oi
i . star Cxwili . 1pi .
Ne ML s ke Mmmw%m —  ~ one Cea LT, 1ol with s  xwdami above, high
o ¢ vy thar guedes xwashxwai bluejay
xalish WO yloor e \W«\\«\ ] 1d _
xatxat duck | Xwayama golaen eagie
38
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The "y" sound is made by the mouth in same
position for the vowel "i", then moving to position

needed for complete sound of "y", (sounds like "y
as in the English word "yesterday").

Examples: yédpash grease, fat
ydamash mule deer
wiyapnit bull elk

39
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The "»" sound is used to modify sounds. Itis done
when the throat is made tense and the vocal cjords
closed. Closing and opening the lid to the esopha-
gus, known as the "glottal stop.”

Examples: ‘a’a crow

pu’dut blind
&um\* achai magpie

—
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The stress mark * over letters indicates where a
person will need to put more stress into the letter

sound ,
P il —
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