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T
-

-introduction

T
his

d
u

n
d

chart
is

being
in

tro
d
u
d
d
,

to
be

used
dnly

as
an

on
gbing

referenc•for
thbse

just
beginning

to
learn

the
language.

L
earning

to
read

and
w

rite
the

alphabet
is

just
the

b
eg

irn
ih

g
tà

the
actual

p
eak

in
g

of
the

language.
L

earning
to

speak
the

la
n

guãge
w

ill
take

tim
e

n
d

dedicatfdn
to

becom
e

com
fortable

w
ith

know
ing

and
understanding

h
e

language.
In-depth

‘
language

n!iaferlal
w

ill
be

a
/a

ila
b

l
in

class,
for

those
w

ho
w

ill
continue

the
lan

g
t.g

e
learning

process.

M
uch

of
the

S
ahaptin

albhabet
sb

u
n
d

are
the

sam
e

as
E

nglish.
T

he
fo

i1
w

in
g

letteis
re

r’se
n

t
those

sirriilar
so

u
n
d
s:

di,
h,k, 1,m

,
n,

p,
s,sh,

t,w
,

and
y.

T
hat’s

alm
osthalf

of
the

S
ah

ap
tin

alphabet,
so

you’re
about

halfw
ay

there
even

before
you

start!

N
asal

C
avity

pilate

L
ips

T
eeth

P
\

?
a

c
\

V
P

h
a
y
y

x
1

T
ongue

E
pigi

ttis’

o
p
h
ag

J
cal

chord.
L

am
yx

A
ir

from
the

lungs
W

indpipe

In
the

follow
ing,

w
e

w
ill

go
through

every
letter

of
the

alphabet
and

describe
how

to
m

ake
the

sound
itrepresents.

This
side

view
w

ill
help

you
to

identify
the

various
parts

of
the

sound
tractthat

sounds
w

illdevelop
from

.

1
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T
he

“short
a”

is
m

ade
by

the
tongue

being
slightly

arched
betw

een
the

m
iddle

and
low

est
part

of
the

m
outh

w
ith

short
breath

of
air,

(sounds
like

the

sound
“o”

as
in

the
E

nglish
w

ord
“hot”).

E
xam

ples:
a
Ø

p
ásh

am

amw
áshat

w
ife

husband
ride

T
he

“long
aa”

is
m

ade
by

the
tongue

being
slightly

arched
betw

een
the

front,
back

and
low

est
part

of
the

m
outh

and
belch

longer,
(sounds

like
the

‘a’
as

in
the

E
nglish

w
ord,

“father”).

E
x

am
p

les:
w

áashat
káatnam
táam

inw
a

w
orship-dance

long
alw

ays

a
aa

5
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ch
ch’

T
he

“cli”
sound

is
m

ade
by

tongue
against

gum

ridge
and

roof
of

m
outh,

releasing
the

air
softly,

(sounds
like

the
“ch’

as
in

the
E

nglish
w

ord

“church”).

C
tL

L
Jc

E
xam

ples:
-1

+
ih

ch
a
u

i

cb
ch

u
i4

w
ater

nobe
quiet

T
he

“hard
ch”

sound
i sm

ade
by

the
tongue

against
gum

ridge
and

roof
of

the
m

outh
w

ith
the

throat
m

ade
tense

and
vocal

chords
closed,

(sounds
like

the
“cli”

w
ith

a
catch

in
the

throat).

E
xam

ples:
ch’m
nch’I
c
iW

(
th

I10

sli arp
bit,

large
proud

9



h

T
he

‘h”
so

u
n
d

is
m

ade
by

the
friction

of
air

pass-
T

he
“i’

sound
is

m
ade

w
ith

the
tongue

raised
ing

through
the

vocal
chords,

(sounds
like

the
the

tow
ard

the
roof

of
the

m
outh

and
front

of
m

outh
“h’

in
the

E
nglish

w
o

rd
“house”).

w
ith

short
breath

of
air,

(sounds
like

the
“i’

in
the

E
nglish

w
ord

“piece”,
but

shorter).
E

x
am

p
les:

háw
it’aI

A
pril

E
xam

ples:
fir’ti

,‘
-
i
7

-
you

hull
w

ind
ikks

little,
sm

all
(
h
I
n

‘
/

root
pipsh

bone

11
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11
k

T
his

vow
el

sound
is

m
ade

like
“i”,

b
u
t

held
T

he
“soft

k’
so

u
n
d

is
m

ad
e

to
w

ard
s

the
back

of
the

longer,
m

outh,
stopping

the
breath

and
then

releasing
it,

(sounds
like

the
“k”in

the
E

nglish
w

ord
“sky”).

E
xam

ples:
ii

/
y
es

E
xam

ples:
lchishkiin

(in)
Indian

kápn /;p
?
.

diggm
g

stick
lg

u
g
e

k
w

k
L

blueback
salm

on
arrow

ku
and

13
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k’
kw

T
he

‘hard
k’

“so
u
n
d

is
m

ade
to

w
ard

back
of

m
outh,

stopping
the

breath
and

releasing
it,

w
ith

throat
tense

and
vocal

chords
closed,

(sounds
like

the
‘k’’

w
ith

catch
in

the
throat).

E
xam

ples:
k’i.isi

horse

k’usik’6si
dog

k-a-w
-i

/
/
Q

’
t
J

short

15

T
he

“soft
k’

so
u
n
d

is
p
ro

d
u
ced

by
lips

form
ing

an

“o”
shape,

w
ith

b
reath

sto
p
p
in

g
at

back
of

m
o
u
th

at
the

piece
of

skin
that

dangles
in

the
m

outh,

(sounds
like

the
‘k”

so
u
n
d

w
ith

lips
ro

u
n
d
ed

).

E
xam

ples:
á41tw

s
co

tto
n
tail

rabbit

shaikw
s
ta

n
-a

-g
e
tp

kw
iyáam

true

/1
‘
1
!

//,
I
i

‘
/
/
j

w
i-i is tie

16



kw
’

1

T
he

‘hard
k’

sound
is

produced
by

the
lips

fo
rm

ing
an

“o’
shape

w
ith

breath
stopping

at
back

of
m

outh
at

the
piece

of
skin

that
dangles

in
(lie

m
outh,

but
done

w
ith

the
throat

tense
and

vocal
chords

closed.
T

he
“kw

”
sound

w
ith

catch
in

the
throat.

E
xam

ples:
Ikw

’f
day

kw
’ayaw

I
cougar

17

T
he

‘1”
so

u
n
d

is
m

ad
e

w
hen

the
tongue

touches

the
back

of
the

teeth
an

d
form

s
a

groove
allow

ing

air
out

both
sides

of
the

tongue,
(so

u
n
d
s

like
the

‘1’
in

the
E

nglish
w

o
rd

“like”).

E
xam

ples:
lákas

m
ouse

latit
flow

er
lulüu

sm
ooth

18



I
m

T
he

barred
1’

is
m

ade
w

hen
the

tongue
form

s
a

T
he

‘rn”
sound

is
m

ade
by

the
hvo

lips
com

ing
groove

allow
ing

air
out

of
both

sides
of

tongue
or

together
and

touching
and

out
through

the
nose,

just
one

side
and

m
acic

w
ith

a
friction

of
h
issin

g
(so

u
n

d
s

like
the

‘rn”
in

the
E

nglish
w

ord
“m

o
u
th

’).

and
hushing,

(so
u

n
d

so
m

e
w

h
a
t

sim
ila

r
to

“1”
in

E
nglish

w
ord

“clash”
in

a
rapid

speech).
E

x
a
r
n
p
l
e
s
:

1
1
,4,

E
x
am

p
les:

ia
m

t
b

ead
A

p
p

alo
o

sa
h
o

rse
rn

im
Irn

d
o
v
e

w
lq’am

k
a
..w

i
m

occasin
m

iyiiux
ch

ief
1

-

Ia1x
d

irt
19
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p

The
n

so
u

n
d

i
s

p
ro

d
u
ced

w
hen

the
tongue

touches
the

back
of

teeth
and

the
so

u
n

d
com

es
o

u
t

through
the

nose,
(sounds

like
the

“n’
in

the
E

n

glish
w

ord
“
n

ic
e
”
).

E
xam

ples:
naw

át
belly

f
lü

S
U

salm
on

n
ü

sh
n

u
nose

T
he

“soft
p’

so
u

n
d

is
m

ade
by

lips
together

and
sto

p
p

in
g

the
o

u
tg

o
in

g
breath,

then
releasing

the
air,

(sounds
like

the
‘p”

in
the

E
nglish

w
ord

‘‘spoon”)

E
xam

ples:
papsh

fir
tree

w
hite

n-a-p-t
7
L

’/i
/

tw
o

(
‘
‘
‘

n

pI ash

21
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q’
qvv

i
e

‘hard
q”

sound
is

m
ade

in
as

far
back

of
the

T
his

sound
is

m
ade

like
“q”, except

thatthe
lips

m
outh

as
the

tongue
can

go,by
stopping

the
air

arc
rounded,

producing
a

“
w

”
sound.

then
releasing,

w
ith

the
throat

tensed
and

vocal
1

chords
closed.

T
he

“q”
sound

m
ade

w
ith

a
catch

in
E

xam
ples:

the
throat.

/
,,,..

/
qw

alqw
lM

turkey
qw

i
sm

elling
good

E
xam

ples:
q’áiq’ai

colt,
calf

q
’u

x
w

knee
/

q’shpalI
b
u
zzard

26
25



T
he

hard
p

sound
is

m
ade

by
the

lips
together,

stopping
outgoing

breath
then

releasing,
w

ith
the

throat
m

ade
tense

and
vocal

chords
alm

ost
closed,

(the
“
p
”

sound
w

ith
a

catch
in

the
throat).

T
he

‘q”
sound

is
m

ade
in

as
far

back
of

the
m

outh
as

the
tongue

can
go,

by
stopping

the
air

then
releasing.

T
here

is
no

E
nglish

w
ord

sim
ilar

to
this,

closest
to

it
w

ould
be

the
‘k”

sound
in

“key.”

E
x

am
p

les:
m

aiéq
i

q
u

t
k

E
x
am

p
les:

p
’
í
p
’
i

p
u

sh
ta

in
testin

es
n

ig
h

th
a
w

k
h
ill

m
o
rn

in
g

h
eav

y
robin

23
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qw
’

,
s

T
his

sound
is

m
ade

like
“qw

”,
except

that
a

glottal
T

he
“s

sound
is

m
ade

by
the

tongue
touching

the

stop
(catch

in
the

throat)
is

m
ade

along
w

ith
or

back
of

the
teeth,

allow
ing

the
air

to
pass

through

right
after

the
“qw

”
sound.

.
a

narrow
passage,

(sounds
like

the
“s’

in
the

E
n

glish
w

ord
“sing”).

E
xam

ples:
q
a
s
h

throat
E

xam
ples:

q
.
r
i

naughty
saw

Itk
Indian

carrot

qw
ashqw

’ash
crane

S
p

i1
y

C
oyote

f4
,

a4J
r
F

’
J

healthy,
strong,

‘
“

eel

active
28
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sh
t

T
he

“sh’
sound

is
m

ade
around

the
gum

ridge
and

roof
T

he
‘t’

sound
is

m
ade

w
ith

the
tongue

touching
the

of
the

m
outh

w
oth

a
hissing

or
hushing

sound,
(sounds

back
of

the
teeth,

stopping
the

air
briefly

then
relea.sino

like
th

esh
”

in
the

E
nglish

w
ord

sh
o

w
).

it,
(so

u
n
d
s

like
the

1
in

the
E

nglish
w

ord
“to

p
).

-
A

E
xam

ples:
sháxal

raspberry
E

xam
ples:
p2-%

+
ish

p
in

e
tre

e

shusháinsh
steelhead

tâshtash
fish

duck
shw

a
forehead
beard

skunk

29
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ti

T
he

‘hard
t”

sound
is

m
ade

w
ith

the
tongue

to
u
ch

ing
the

back
of

the
teeth
1

stopping
the

air
briefly

then
releasing

itand
done

w
ith

the
throat

tensed
and

vocal
chords

closed.
(T

he
“t”

sound
m

ade
w

ith
a

catch
in

the
throat).

T
he

‘tI’
sound

is
m

ade
w

ith
the

tongue
touching

the
back

of
the

teeth
and

form
ing

a
groove,

allo
w

ing
the

air
out

sides
of

tongue
and

m
ade

w
ith

i

hissing/hushing
s
o
u
n

d
,

(com
bination

of
the

‘t”

and
“1”

sound).

E
x
am

p
ies:

tiu
p
t

ju
m

p
jag

g
ed

b
itter;

p
ep

p
er

t,

E
x
am

p
les:

t’
fx

t’ix
J
C

v
f
J
t

t’alp
t

sw
allo

w
(b

ird
)

g
rassh

o
p
p
er

w
a
m

p
u

m
k

tiaak
t
I
x

F
7

th
31
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ti’
U

T
he

h
ard

t’
‘

so
u
n
d

is
m

ad
e

w
ith

the
tongue

touching
the

back
of

teeth
an

d
form

ing
a

groove.

A
llo

w
in

g
air

o
u
t

the
sides

of
the

tongue
and

m
ad

e

w
ith

a
h
issin

g
/h

u
sh

in
g

so
u
n
d
,

w
ith

the
th

ro
at

m
ad

e
tense

and
vocal

chords
closed,

(sam
e

as
the

“
tr

so
u
n
d

w
ith

a
catch

in
the

throat).

T
he

‘u’
so

u
n
d

is
m

ad
e

w
ith

lips
ro

u
n
d
ed

w
ith

the

tongue
high

and
back

of
m

outh,
and

of
sh

o
rt

d
u
ratio

n
,

(sounds
like

‘u’
in

the
E

nglish
w

o
rd

“pull”).

E
xam

ples:
tIa

a
w

t
I
1a
lk

tI
tt’m

x

all
blacktail

deer
redw

ing
blackbird

33

E
xam

ples:
p
ü
sh

a

titpas
m

U

father’s
father,

paternal
grandfather

blanket,
robe

faw
n

34



I’
/
-
4

C
,

d

;
/7

F
_
f

,
.
_

.
-

—
J

T
he

‘c’
sound

is
m

ade
by

the
tip

of
the

to
n
g
u
e

a
g

a
in

s
t

th
e

b
a
c
k

o
f

th
e

fro
n
t

te
e
th

th
e
n

re
le

a
s
in

g

the
air

softly,
(sounds

like
the

“ts”
in

the
E

nglish
w

ord
“cats”).

E
x
am

p
les:

1
a
1

.q
1

rn
u

s
m
u
s

T
he

“hard
c

‘so
u

n
d

is
m

ade
by

the
tip

of
the

tongue
against

the
back

of
the

front
teeth

then
releasing

the
air

w
ith

the
throat

being
tense

and
vocal

chords
closed,

(sounds
like

‘c”
w

ith
a

catch
in

the
throat).

E
xam

ples:c’aa
C

1

sc’at
/

/
f
;
1

i
1

e
iip

8
oak

tree

m
o
r
n
in

g

cattle

I

n
e
a
r

S
w

e
e
t

d
a
rk

7
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u
u

w

Ehis
vow

el
sound

is
m

ade
like

“u”, butheld
T

he
w

”
sound

is
m

ade
w

ith
the

lips
rounded

and

onger.
vocal

chords
v
ib

ratin
g

1
(sounds

like
the

‘w
”

as
in

the
E

nglish
w

ord
‘w

o
o
l”).

xam
p1es:

puush
juniper

2&
puus

cat
E

xam
ples:

ttuush
som

e
w

aw
á

m
osquito

w
atám

lake
w

ilailk
jackxabbit

35
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x
xw

‘
•f

‘I

±
he

“x”
so

u
n

d
is

m
ade

w
h
en

the
back

of
the

tongue
touches

the
the

back
part

of
the

roof
of

the
m

o
u

th
allow

ing
a

friction
noise,

(no
so

u
n

d
in

E
nglish,

closest
w

ould
be

thte
‘c

h
in

the
nam

e,
B

ach”).

E
x
am

p
les:

m
iw

a
x

lu
x
li1

x

-
2
4

“
.

*
a
s
iU

n
a
1

l
one
w

olf
duck

T
he

“xw
”

so
u

n
d

is
m

ad
e

by
ro

u
n

d
in

g
the

lips,
w

ith
the

back
of

the
tongue

to
u

ch
in

g
the

back
part

of
the

roof
of

the
m

o
u
th

,
allow

ing
a

friction
noise,

(the
“x”

so
u
n

d
p

ro
n

o
u

n
ced

w
ith

the
lips

ro
u
n
d

ed
).

pillow
tip

i
above,

high

bear
shmm

g

xalish
x
ak

at

E
xam

ples:
xw

tatai
c’xw

ilf
xw

áam
i

xw
ashxw

ai
bluejay

xw
ayarm

i
golden

eagle

37
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>
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r
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T
he

‘y”
sound

is
m

ade
by

the
m

o
u
th

in
sam

e
position

for
the

vow
el

i,
then

m
oving

to
position

needed
for

com
plete

sound
of

y
,

(sounds
like

“
y
”

as
in

the
E

ngi isli
w

ord
‘yesterday’).

E
xam

ples:
yápash

grease,
fat

yE
lam

ash
m

ule
deer

w
iyapnul

bull
elk

39



F

T
he

“
‘
‘

so
u
n
d

is
used

to
m

odify
sounds.

It
is

done
T

he
stress

m
ark

‘
over

letters
indicates

w
h

ere
a

w
hen

the
throat

is
m

ade
tense

and
the

vocal
cjords

p
erso

n
w

ill
need

to
p
u

t
m

ore
sfress

into
the

letter

closed.
C

losing
a
n

d
opening

the
lid

to
the

esopha-
so

u
n

d
/

gus,
know

n
as

the
“glottal

stop.”
7:74;

1
/

E
xam

ples:
‘a’a

crow
blind
m

agpie

3
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