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aswan

VOCABULRY

chaw iwa ikeiks

timashla

avat

iwacha

itxanasha

chxaaw

kaatnam

pt’iniks k’avu

FIRST LESSON: Select a noun, using the verb iwa, and any ad1ectiv
to develop a sentence. Example Timashla iwa kaatnam. The Postman
is tail. Develop five sentences with the same cattern until YOU
have used all of the nouns, ‘.isina the same singular present tense
verb iwa, and different adiectives. until all are used up.

SECOND LESSON;Select the negative verb chaw iwa.
develop more sentences.

“is not” ano

THIRD LESSON; Select iwacha, “was”, develop five more sentences.

FOURTH LESSON; Select the verb phrase itxanasha, “ is growing!
is becoming” and do the same.

By this time you will have learned to develop sentences in the
present, negative, and past tense using simple noun words, and
how to combine the adjective to describe the noun. The structure
is the same as in English. The important lesson you will learn
is how to say the words and how to develop sentence

1
1. iwinsh
2.
..1.

4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

aewan
timash±a
ayat
miyanash
nch ‘ i
ikeiks
chxaaw
keatnam

man
boy
postman! woman
woman
child
large/big
small
fat/obese
tall
skinny10. k’avu

11.
12.
13.
14.

NOUN

iwinsh

iwa, ainqular. sresent tense verb. to be’. is.
chaw iwa, negative, present tense verb. (to be’, is ot.
iwacha. past tense, singular verb. (to be). was.
i—tcanasha, present participle/Vb phrase. is growing/becominc

WORKING PROBLEMS

VERB ADJECTIVE

iwa nch’i
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1. Mish kin mash wapiitataxanay?

Is there anything I can do for you?

Mash is I to you. Can I help you?

2. Tu kin mash wapiitataxanay?

With what can I help you? Tu kin - with what

3. Namak na ku taxnay. We can do it. (We, together)

4. Ku taxnay nash; or Ink nash ku taxnay.

I can do it. I am committing myself to doing it.

5. Mnik nam wiyanawi?

Where (specifically) did you arrive from?

6. Ink nash winasha Wapatu kan. (knik - coming from)

I am going to Wapato.

7. Wash nash Nixyaawi-knik.

I am from Pendleton.

8. iwa - is; wa - are; wacha - were; wata - will be
I-

9. K’usi iwa chmuk. The horse is black.
/ /10. ±k am k am wa luts’a. The moccasins are red.

/
11. Tikay tikay iwacha mxshpyat. The dishes were green.

12. Nikyawwi pama iwa shati. The blanket is a Pendleton.

13. Mish nam nu. Say again.

14. Ana ch’axj mash kinuta. I will be seeing you again.

15. tim - person; tim—ma - people; Tim - Indian person



KEY TO THE YAKIMA PRACTICAL ALPHABE1’

There are also eight dipthongs. A dipthong is a combination
sound that consists of a short or long vovel plus y or w.

Some examples of dipthongs in Yakima words are:

ay pysh maybe

sikyva breadroot

ya.y bearrass

uy anahijy black bear

ts’mfIy warm

uuy h(wy can’t

pCiuy SflOW

aw chw no

ka’gw east, quick, swift

aaw ka’aw lightweight

wáav nountain goat

iv klvkiwlas drum

wIvnu huckleberry

liv iwsh urine
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Numbers

En Sahaptin there are numbers for inanimate, generalcounting and numbers for animate, life forms.

Inanimate Animate

1. naxsh laxs

I-2. niipt napu
/3. initaat intaaw

/4. pinlipt pinapu

5. paxaat paxnaaw

S. ptaxninsh ptaxninstima

7. ti.(skaas tuskaasiina

8. paxat’umaat paxat’umaatima

9. ts’mst tsinistima

10. putmt putmu (putimu)

To create numbers in the teens use the word ku (and) withputimt (ten). To create plurals of inanimate words,double the word, for example tikay tikay (dishes). Toindicate more than ten people, match the number with ahuman designation, like ayat (woman).

20. niiptit 30. mitaaptit

40. piniiptit 50. paxaptit

SO. ptaxninshaaptit — 70. tuskasaaptit

80. paxatumataaptit — 90. ts’insaaptit

100. naxsh putaaptit



NUMBERS TO TEN
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DAYS OF THE WEEK

Monday

Tuesday

wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Wanak’jt “It is finished”

Napkw’i Second day

M±takw’ 3rd Day

Pina’pkw’i 4th Day

Paxakw’i 5th Day
/

Tarnats’aakt “I s moving closer”
F /

Sapalwit/ or/ Fachwawit ‘Holy Day”

Naxsh ?taxriinsh One—

— Ix

Niipt Tuskaas Two Seven

Mtaat Paxat’umaat Three Eight

Piniipt Tsmst Four Nine
—

Paxaat Putmt Five Ten

/3,
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Colors

black

white (plants)

white (people, animals)
(can be a noun, too)

red

yellow

orange

green

blue

purple

prefix to other colors, to
lighten black to grey; to
darken white; to lighten
blue

a black person

two black people

many black people

not true white, tan or grey

resembling red

1.

2.

3.

4.

5-

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

chmuk

plash
/

kuyx

/
luts ‘a

m s h

mxshpyat

Lmt/ lumt

F /
lamt/ lampt

ohmakw

chmakwl I

/
chmaakwli in

chmaakwli ‘ma
/

plaash

lutsa waku


