
W
atit:

W
axpushyáy

ku
A

sum
yáy

Story
about R

attle
Snake

and
the

Lam
prey

Eel, w
ritten

outby
T

uxám
shish, V

irginia
B

eavert,Fall
2008

M
Iim

i
t’r’aáxw

tu
n

Ichna
tiichám

pa
isn

w
ix

an
a

anaküsh
nam

ák
na

Ikuuk
sn

w
ix

a.
fchi

w
atft

anakii
W

axpüuya
ku

A
sum

yáyin
paw

achá
tim

.
P

asn
w

ix
an

a
ku

p
atk

w
án

atix
an

a
anaküsh

im
k

ku
ink.

N
ay!

1.
iw

achá
nch’iiii

tán
aw

it
áanknik

p
átu

p
a

ku
kw

nak
iw

isháynaka
T

here
w

as
a

huge
cave

on
the

south
side

(of
M

t. A
dam

s)
and

R
attle

Snake
m

ade
his

hom
e

W
axpiuya.

there.

2.
A

w
ik

’p
sh

ish
an

a
ku

W
axpüuya

piná’ik’pik’pshana,
The

w
eather

w
as

becom
ing

cold
and

R
attle

Snake
w

as
w

eatherizing
his

hom
e, getting

pina’iw
ishüuw

ashana
anw

lktay.
ready

for w
inter.

3.
P

n
ch

’a
A

sum
yáy

iw
isallishana

áxm
i

N
ch’iw

ánaknik,
A

tthe
sam

e
tim

e
cold

A
sum

yay
w

as
hunting

aw
ay

from
the

C
olum

bia
R

iver,

4.
ku

itk’ina
P

átunan,
“A

h,
aw

nash
w

iiw
inasha

fkuuni,
láak

nash
and

he
looked

tow
ard

M
t.A

dam
s

(and
said

to
him

self):
“Ithink

I’llgo
in

that
direction

a

áw
iyach’aakta

naxsh
yukaasfnsnan.”

w
ays, perhaps

I’ll see
a

buck.”

5.
A

w
kü

iw
m

nana
iksiks

w
ánapa

ku
páw

iyipaatpa
tü

n
x

k
an

iw
fnana.

H
e

w
alked

beside
a

sm
allriver

and
cam

e
to

a
fork

(ofthe
river)

w
here

he
turned

the
w

rong
w

ay.

6.
W

fiiyat
iw

Inana
ku

iw
iyá+

am
ayka.

“M
iin

nash
aw

ku
w

inata,”
H

e
w

entfar
and

losthis
direction.

“I w
onder

w
here

Ishould
go

now
?”

he
thought.

ipxw
fna.
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7.
A

w
ku

ts’áak’a
P

átuyaw
kw

nak
iw

iyách’aaka
W

axpüuyanan.
“A

y
A

nd
then

w
hen

he
w

as
nearing

M
t.

A
dam

s
he

m
et

R
attle

Snake.
R

attle
Snake

greeted

xay,
m

ish
nam

fchi
m

isha
Ichna?”

pá’ina
A

süm
nan.

17,,G
re

e
tm

g
s

friend,
w

hat
are

you
doing

8.
K

u
iw

linpa,
“A

y
xay,

aw
nash

paysh
w

iyá+
am

ayksha
kush

aw
Eelansw

ered:
“G

reetings
friend,

Ibelieve
I’m

lost
and

I’m
cold

and
hungry.”

k’asáw
i

kush
anáw

isha.”

9.
“A

w
,áw

nam
w

m
nam

ta
inm

Iyaw
inhityaw

ku
m

ash
sáypta.”

pá’ina
R

attle
Snake

said
to

A
sum

yay:
“Y

ou
m

ust
com

e
to

m
y

hom
e

and
Iw

ill
feed

you.”

A
sü

m
n
an

.

10.
A

w
ku

A
süm

itkw
átana

ku
iláts’m

uyna.
A

m
chnik

aw
ku

ipüuya
ku

A
sum

ate
and

w
arm

ed
him

self.
O

utside
it

began
to

snow
and

itbecam
e

cold.

k’pis
itxánana.

11.
Pá’ina

W
axpüuyayin;

“C
haw

nam
aw

ku
m

fshkin
tüxta.

A
w

nam
W

axpuuya
told

him
:

“Y
ou

can’tgo
hom

e
now

. Y
ou

m
ust

spend
the

w
inter

here.
Iget

anw
fkta

Ichna.
A

w
nash

aw
ku

lalIw
anxa

ilksá.”
lonesom

e
here

allby
m

yself.”

12.
A

w
ku

anw
ika

A
sum

yáy
W

axpuuyaanm
fpa.

A
nd

then
Eelspent the

w
inter

at
W

axpuuya’s
place.

13.
fkw

’ak
patkw

atatát’ashana
A

sám
nan

W
axpüuyayin.

W
axpuuya

actually
planned

to
eat

Eel.

14.
A

w
iw

üuxm
iya

ku
A

süm
ituxát’ana.

W
hen

spring
approached

Eelw
anted

to
go

hom
e.
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15.
Pá’ina

W
axpüuyayin,

“A
w

na
paw

ilaw
lixta.Paysh

m
ash

ink

w
iláalakw

ta
kush

ink
aw

ku
txánata

A
süm

, ku
nam

paysh
im

k

txánata
W

axpüsh.”

16.
“Ii,”

iküya
A

siim
W

dxpushnan,anakii
páyu

ituxát’ashana.

17.
A

w
ku

pä’isikw
’ana

taw
náapak’a

k’ayw
átxaw

ishchftw
ánakan

W
áxpushin, ikw

’ak
pásaptayakshana

yanw
áy

A
süm

nan.

18.
A

w
ku

papaw
ilaw

fixna.

19.
A

nak
iw

achá
A

süm
anakü

chilw
Itishchftpá’isikw

’ana

W
axpüuyayin.

20.
A

nakü
ts’áak’a

paw
iyanáw

iya
N

ch’iw
ánayaw

W
ishxaam

Ipa,

A
sum

yáy
inükw

shiya
chIishnan

ku
ixtüna

ku
iw

ayáw
aw

na

W
axpüuyanan

ku
ixátam

aliikika
w

ánayaw
pnxus h.

21.
fkush

iw
iláalakw

a
A

sum
yáy

W
axpüuyanan

saptayakát’atyaw
.

22.
Ikush

iw
á

pátiixw
at,

“C
haw

nam
ásaptayakta

shim
.

Shix
nam

w
áta

tim
.”

W
axpuuya

told
him

,
“Letus

have
a

race. IfI
beatyou

then
Iw

ill becom
e

the
Eel,and

you
w

illbecom
e

the
R

attle
Snake.”

Eelagreed
w

ith
R

attle
Snake

because
he

really
w

anted
to

go
hom

e.

R
attle

Snake
show

ed
him

w
hat w

as
supposedly

the
shortest

route
to

the
river,

that
w

as
how

he
cheated

poor
Eel.

So
they

raced.

(W
hen

the
race

started)
Eel

w
as

w
ay

back
because

he
w

as
on

the
bad

road
that

R
attle

Snake
show

ed
him

.

A
s

they
approached

the
C

olum
bia

R
iver

at
W

ishxam
, Eelsm

elled
the

w
ater,he

gathered
allhis

strength,
and

slipped
right

past
R

attle
Snake

and
plunged

into
the

river
first.

T
his

is
how

the
Eelw

on
the

race
w

hen
R

attle
Snake

w
as

cheating
him

.

T
he

m
oral

ofthe
story

is:
“D

o
not

cheat
anyone,be

a
good

person.”
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H
isto

ry
ab

o
u

t
W

ishxam

W
ishxam

V
illage

w
as

atD
allesportlocated

on
the

N
orth

side
ofthe

C
olum

bia
R

iver
across

from
T

he
D

alles,
O

regon.T
he

cliff north
ofW

ishxam
is

the
place

Eel and
R

attle
Snake

used
as

their
diving

board
w

hen
they

dove
into

the
C

olum
bia

R
iver.T

here
w

ere
lots

ofR
attle

Snakes
there

too.T
hey

had
a

huge
den

covered
by

a
flat

sm
ooth

stone
the

size
ofan

average
size

slide.
Itw

as
an

idealplace
to

play,because
every

tim
e

you
slid

dow
n,

the
R

attle
Snakes

m
ade

a
lot

ofnoise.

D
uring

fishing
season

people
w

ho
w

ere
related

by
blood

or
through

m
arriage

gathered
to

fish
for

salm
on

and
to

dry
eels

there.T
he

flattable
rock

provided
an

idealplace
for

eels
to

stick
on

the
sm

ooth
stone

to
stabilize

them
selves. Y

ou
could

look
dow

n
into

the
river

and
see

sheets
ofeels

w
aving

back
and

forth
fastened

on
the

rocks.T
hey

shined
like

black
silk

satin
m

aterial
reflecting

in
the

sun.

T
here

w
as

also
a

large
rock

w
ith

a
face.

Itw
as

called
the

W
idow

R
ock.T

hey
told

he
children

notto
play

at
these

tw
o

places. T
hey

w
ere

w
arned

aboutgetting
bitten

by
R

attle
Snakes,and

the
W

idow
R

ock
w

as
taboo.
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