Watit: Waxpushyay ku Asumyay
Story about Rattle Snake and the Lamprey Eel, written out by Tuxdmshish, Virginia Beavert, Fall 2008

Miimi t¥'adxw tun {chna tiichdmpa isinwixana anaktish namak na fkuuk sinwixa. Ichi watit anakd Waxptiuya ku
Asumy4yin pawach4 tiin, Pasinwixana ku patkwénatixana anakish imk ku ink.

Nay!

1. Iwachd nch'iiii tdnawit d4anknik patupa ku kwnak iwishdynaka
Waxpuuya.

2. Aw ik’pishishana ku Waxptuya pind’ik’pik’pshana,
pina’iwishiuwashana anwiktay.

3. Pinch’a Asumydy iwisalilshana dxmi Nch’iwanaknik,

4, kuitk'ina Patunan, “Ah, aw nash wiiwinasha fkuuni, 14ak nash
dwiyach’aakta naxsh yukaasinsnan.”

5. Awki iwinana iksiks wdnapa ku pawiyipaatpa tiinxkan iwinana.

6. Wiiiyat iwinana ku iwiydtamayka. “Miin nash awku winata,”

ipxwina.

There was a huge cave on the south side (of
Mt. Adams) and Rattle Snake made his home
there.

The weather was becoming cold and Rattle
Snake was weatherizing his home, getting
ready for winter.

At the same time cold Asumyay was hunting
away from the Columbia River,

and he looked toward Mt. Adams (and said
to himself): “I think I'll go in that direction a
ways, perhaps I'll see a buck.”

He walked beside a small river and came to a
fork (of the river) where he turned the
wrong way.

He went far and lost his direction. “I wonder
where I should go now?” he thought.
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Awku ts'dak’a Patuyaw kwnak iwiyach’aaka Waxptiuyanan. “Ay

xay, mish nam ichi misha ichna?” pa’ina Astimnan.

Ku iwfinpa, “Ay xay, aw nash paysh wiydtamayksha kush aw
k’asdwi kush anawisha.”

“Aw, 4w nam winamta inmiyaw infityaw ku mash sdypta.” pd’ina
Asimnan.

Awku Astim itkw4tana ku ildts’'muyna. Amchnik awku iptiuya ku
k’pis itxdnana.

P4’ina Waxpuuyayin; “Chaw nam awku mishkin tiixta. Aw nam

anwikta ichna. Aw nash awku laliwanxa ilksa.”

Awku anwika Asumydy Waxpuuyaanmipa.

fkw’ak patkwatat4t’ashana Astimnan Waxpuuyayin.

Aw iwduxmiya ku Asim ituxat’ana.

And then when he was nearing Mt. Adams
he met Rattle Snake. Rattle Snake greeted

him. “Greetings friend, what are you doing
here?”

Eel answered: “Greetings friend, I believe I'm
lost and I'm cold and hungry.”

Rattle Snake said to Asumyay: “You must
come to my home and I will feed you.”

Asum ate and warmed himself, Outside it
began to snow and it became cold.

Waxpuuya told him: “You can’t go home
now. You must spend the winter here. I get
lonesome here all by myself.”

And then Eel spent the winter at
Waxpuuya’s place.

Waxpuuya actually planned to eat Eel.

When spring approached Eel wanted to go
home.
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P4’ina Waxptiuyayin, “Awna pawilawfixta. Paysh mash ink
wildalakwta kush ink awku txdnata Astim, ku nam paysh imk
txanata Waxpush.”

“Ii,” ikldiya Asim Waxpushnan, anakd payu ituxat’ashana.

Awku pd'isikw’ana tawndapak’a k’aywétxaw ishchit wanakan
Wiéxpushin, tkw’ak pasaptayakshana yanwdy Asimnan.

Awku papawilawiixna.

Anak iwach4 Astim anaku chilwit ishchit pd'isikw’ana
Waxptuyayin.

Anaku ts’dak’a pawiyandwiya Nch’iwanayaw Wishxaamipa,
Asumydy intikwshiya chfishnan ku ixtiina ku iwayawawna
Waxptiuyanan ku ixdtamaliikika wanayaw pinxush.

fkush iwildalakwa Asumydy Waxptuyanan saptayakat’atyaw.
fkush iwé pétiixwat, “Chaw nam 4saptayakta shiin. Shix nam wata

tiin.”

Waxpuuya told him, “Let us have a race. If I
beat you then 1 will become the Eel, and you
will become the Rattle Snake.”

Eel agreed with Rattle Snake because he
really wanted to go home.

Rattle Snake showed him what was
supposedly the shortest route to the river,
that was how he cheated poor Eel.

So they raced.

(When the race started) Eel was way back
because he was on the bad road that Rattle
Snake showed him.

As they approached the Columbia River at
Wishxam, Eel smelled the water, he
gathered all his strength, and slipped right
past Rattle Snake and plunged into the river
first.

This is how the Eel won the race when Rattle
Snake was cheating him.

The moral of the story is: “Do not cheat
anyone, be a good person.”



History about Wishxam

Wishxam Village was at Dallesport located on the North side of the Columbia River across from The Dalles,
Oregon.

The cliff north of Wishxam is the place Eel and Rattle Snake used as their diving board when they dove
into the Columbia River. There were lots of Rattle Snakes there too. They had a huge den covered by a flat
smooth stone the size of an average size slide. It was an ideal place to play, because every time you slid down,
the Rattle Snakes made a lot of noise.

During fishing season people who were related by blood or through marriage gathered to fish for salmon
and to dry eels there. The flat table rock provided an ideal place for eels to stick on the smooth stone to stabilize
themselves. You could look down into the river and see sheets of eels waving back and forth fastened on the
rocks. They shined like black silk satin material reflecting in the sun.

There was also a large rock with a face. It was called the Widow Rock. They told he children not to play at
these two places. They were warned about getting bitten by Rattle Snakes, and the Widow Rock was taboo.



