The Victoria and Albert Museum

The Victoria and Albert Museum [http://www.vam.ac.uk/] in London "was founded with the aim of collecting art works that could teach the principles of good design to British manufacturers."  Among its riches are extraordinary collections of art relevant for the study of the Silk Road in the Islamic World, South Asia and China, material that is especially rich thanks to the global reach of representatives of the British Empire.  The collection of Mughal Art is one of the best anywhere. The focus of the museum on design means that many objects are of particular interest as illustrations of cross-cultural exchange--for example, the Chinese export porcelains made following Dutch or English design; the Islamic ceramics influenced by Chinese porcelain.  The Museum is continually updating its displays, with a major renovation of the Islamic Art collections due to open in 2006.

The Museum is committed to putting all its collections on-line and has already posted a substantial amount.  High-quality images and descriptive text for V & A objects may be found via the "Access to Images" page [http://images.vam.ac.uk/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXSESSION_=&submit-button=search&search-form=main/index.html], where I have found that simple keyword searches with descriptive terms seem to give the best results.  It will be helpful if they eventually add some thematic or other search functions and groupings that are a bit easier to use. The website also features special exhibitions, e.g. the current "Encounters:  The Meeting of Asia and Europe 1500-1800" [http://www.vam.ac.uk/encounters/]. 

The V & A takes its educational mission seriously, and provides materials, some of them online, for arts education in schools.  There is an extensive teaching collection of glass, and until it was closed for renovations, another extensive teaching collection of Chinese ceramics. The V & A has posted a good annotated selection of links to other museum websites.

The images provided here of objects in the V & A are a sampling of items that seemed to be of potential interest for the "Silk Road" taken broadly. These photographs, made in 2003 by Daniel Waugh, were largely underexposed but have for the most part been restored with photoshopping.  A few are at best marginal and give only a vague sense of the items.  I have searched selectively on the V & A website and provided links to some of the good quality images there.  However, it appears that as yet many of the items in my photos have not yet been added to their website. The arrangement is as follows:

South Asia

The Islamic World

China

Glassware

Within each section, items have been arranged in approximate chronological order.

