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Using Catalyst’s Portfolio Tool in the Expository Writing Program

The Expository Writing Program (EWP) engages students in developing and refining their academic writing skills.  EWP’s beginning composition course, taught primarily by first-year teaching assistants (TAs), has traditionally required students to complete a paper portfolio worth 70% of their grade.  The portfolio assignment asks students to reflect on their work and describe how specific examples demonstrate achievement of the course outcomes. In 2005, the EWP sought ways for their students to develop technology skills, incorporate multimedia into their writing, write for a broad audience, and create work that they could continue to develop after the course.  The result was the introduction of electronic portfolios (e-portfolios) using Catalyst’s Portfolio tool.  In that pilot year, six TAs volunteered to use e-portfolios in their classes; in this second year, all TAs have had the option of teaching with e-portfolios.
Research Study 

The Expository Writing Program has partnered with Catalyst Research & Development to study the transition from paper to electronic portfolios.  The purpose of this study is to understand what effect this move will have on teaching and learning in beginning composition classes.  Data is being collected from participating TAs (who teach with either paper or electronic portfolios), administrators, and students.  The ultimate goal is to identify practices that lead to the effective implementation of e-portfolios.

Best Practices for Teaching with e-Portfolios

· Showing students a variety of successful e-portfolio models is helpful in communicating expectations and scaffolding student responses to the assignment. Models demonstrate to students how they can make strong connections to course learning outcomes and utilize evidence effectively.
· Demonstrating how to use the Portfolio tool as well as answering student questions occurs most naturally in a technologically-equipped classroom.  When teaching in a classroom without technology, it is advisable to bring technology into the classroom a few times in order to orient students to the tool.
· Classes in which student work is submitted and responded to electronically makes using an e-portfolio an intuitive choice to both the students and the TA. In addition, electronic feedback (by instructors or peers) is easily incorporated in an e-portfolio.
· Early introductions to and continued integration of the e-portfolio project throughout the quarter is beneficial to class organization and successful student work. Requiring a low-stakes mid-quarter e-portfolio is one way to introduce the project early, familiarize students with the tool, and address any technical problems.
· Likewise, integrating useful e-portfolio skills (i.e., how to support a claim by referencing artifacts, how to visually present information, how to include visual/multimedia elements) into other class assignments and activities improves student and TA competency with the e-portfolio and electronic genre.
· E-portfolios differ from paper portfolios and, as a result, grading criteria may need to be revised. Developing a grading rubric that takes into account all aspects of e-portfolios ensures that students understand the elements of a successful project and eases the work of grading. 
Additional Information

· Catalyst Research on e-Portfolios: http://catalyst.washington.edu/research_development/research.html (located under National Coalition for Electronic Portfolio Research heading)

· EWP Profile on Catalyst Web site: http://catalyst.washington.edu/help/profiles/ewp.html

· Catalyst Web tools: http://catalyst.washington.edu/web_tools/index.html

· Student Portfolio Guide: http://catalyst.washington.edu/help/portfolio/student_guide.html

· Examples of Student e-Portfolios: http://catalyst.washington.edu/web_tools/portfolio_examples.html
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