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	Research Proposal Evaluation Criteria
	% students

who lost

 points
	Avg. % of

possible

points earned

	1. Context/Interest
	
	

	Hypothesis & Specific Aims
	
	

	Context – logical argument for hypothesis development
	50
	79.5

	Hypothesis – novel, interesting and testable
	77
	76.1

	Specific Aims  – clear and test hypothesis
	91
	71.6

	Background & Significance
	
	

	Introduced proteins and processes/relevance
	50
	86.4

	Literature Review – what’s known and not known
	73
	77.3

	Broader significance to society
	59
	83

	2. Data Presentation/Argument
	
	

	Preliminary data results
	73
	77.3

	Interpretation/relevance of results to your proposal
	73
	75.6

	Experimental methods
	68
	80.7

	3. Research Design
	
	

	Overall experimental design & expected outcomes
	68
	78.4

	Alternate outcomes
	77
	73.9

	Limitations of exp design and methods
	91
	61.4

	4.  Overall Presentation
	
	

	Easy to read, informative figs/tables, proper citations, grammar, spelling
	86
	78.6
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