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“Taking the Mystery out of Learning  for Your Students”

Ten years ago the National Research Council published its report on “How People Learn” which con-
solidated the research base on learning and teaching.  They found three factors were critical to learning 

– addressing student’s preconceptions of the discipline, helping students develop a rich conceptual frame-
work into which to place factual knowledge, and enhancing a student’s ability to monitor their learning.

Over the years I have developed and implemented numerous teaching strategies to address these three 
critical factors. Intrinsic to the success of each strategy is how transparent it makes the learning process 
for the student.  In this talk I will describe three different teaching strategies I use on a regular basis in my 
classroom: 1) Bloom’s Taxonomy to align my teaching and testing and help students monitor their learn-
ing, 2) weekly learning paragraphs to uncover student preconceptions and promote student reflection, 
and 3) summary sheets to help students build rich conceptual frameworks.

Topics for the Demonstration and Discussion tables include:

Examining Teaching as Scholarly Work: Where Do I Begin?➢➢
E-Portfolios in the Composition Classroom➢➢
Q6C: A Transdisciplinary Process for Teaching Online Research Practices➢➢
Teach and Learn From Anywhere, To Anywhere with Web Conferencing➢➢
Tools to Engage Students in Honoring Intellectual Property➢➢
Using Clickers to Engage Students in Large Introductory Courses➢➢

For a complete list of poster titles, abstracts, topics, and more information, please visit the Symposium 
website:  http://depts.washington.edu/sotl/2009/

The University of Washington has many excellent teachers, leaders, advisors, and mentors who are 
actively engaged in examining how their work affects student learning.  

The Symposium will provide a forum where all who share this interest in improving student learning 
can learn about the work their colleagues are doing.

Here are a few examples of posters scheduled for presentation at this year’s symposium:

Easy Online Course Management with Catalyst Tools ➢➢
Project for Interdisciplinary Pedagogy: Insights After Three Years ➢➢
It’s Easy and It’s Legal, But Is It Ethical? Tracking Student Progress on Facebook ➢➢
Film Festivals as Teaching Tools: The University of Washington Bothell Independent Film Festival ➢➢
How Experts and Students Incorporate Global and Societal Issues in Their Engineering Design ➢➢
Processes 
Standing-With Instead of In-Front: Embracing Uncertainty in the Undergraduate Education ➢➢
Experience
Fostering the Academic Success of Underrepresented Minority Students at UW-Seattle ➢➢
The Undergraduate Research Experience: A Developmental Approach to Program Design for ➢➢
Research-Intensive Universities 

“Evaluations Now Seem Doable”…. The Effectiveness of Problem Based Learning for Teaching ➢➢
Research Methods
Writing Center Pedagogy On the Move: Peer Writing Consultants in the Classroom➢➢
International Human Rights & Service: Incorporating Service Learning and Inquiry Based Teaching ➢➢
into a Study Abroad Experience
Cultural Scavenger Hunting in Bangkok as a Tool for Cross-Cultural Interaction and Understanding ➢➢
Engaging Students Through Writing Assignments ➢➢
A Prescription for Change: Embedding Sustainability in Business Education and Research ➢➢
“My Teaching Improved and I Began to Enjoy It More”➢➢
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