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Evan Kanter Mondays 10:30-11:30 am in Health Sciences H-wing, 675. 
Amy Hagopian Wednesdays 10:30-11:30 am in Health Sciences H-wing, 690E 
Arianna Means, TA, Fridays 10:00-11:00 am, Harris Hydraulics Building, room 320A 
 
Note Arianna is out of town 4/27-5/11 and 5/29-6/1. 
Note Amy is out of town May 7 & 8. 
 
Time schedule course description: We explore the health consequences of war during the 
first half of the course (injury, infectious diseases, mental health, chronic disease, 
malnutrition, infrastructure) and the role of health professionals and others in preventing 
war during the second half (advocacy, measurement and application of epidemiological 
methods, promotion of social equity).  

Course description  
Conditions of health and disease are inherently linked to states of peace and war. War and 
violence have direct effects on human health including physical and mental trauma, 
injuries, and death.  War also has indirect effects on physical and mental health through 
the disruption of the economic and social systems through which healthcare is delivered. 
Both combatants and civilians are at risk of morbidity and mortality associated with 
short-term loss of food, clean water, shelter, social support, or healthcare infrastructure. 
More long term, societies at war also lose important infrastructure investments (schools, 
institutions, systems), and fail to make investments in infrastructure because of the 
diversion of resources for weaponry and war. Many individuals experience other physical 
and psychological injuries associated with trauma and conflict induced ecological 
damage. Conflict-associated structural violence, or the systematic ways in which social 
structures harm or disadvantage individuals, also affects human health by creating 
institutional barriers to achieving maximal health status. 
 



Public health approaches can be used for the primary prevention of conflict to discourage 
war and promote peace. As such, the objectives of this course are to identify: 

1. Health outcomes of war and conflict including injury, infectious diseases, 
mental health, chronic disease, malnutrition, and other outcomes 

2. Approaches to the prevention of war and conflict by means of advocacy, 
measurement and application of epidemiological methods, promotion of health 
and social equity, and other approaches 

Course logistics  
Mondays and Wednesdays (lectures): 9:00-10:20 am in Health Sciences T531. 
Fridays (discussions): 9:00-9:50 am in Health Sciences T531 

Overall learning objectives for the block 
Students will be able to: 

1. Identify the health consequences of war to individuals, including infectious, 
chronic, psychosocial, and environmental. 

2. Analyze, measure and assess the population-level health effects of war. 
3. Describe the health effects of specific weaponry. 
4. Describe the health effects of war on specific populations, including refugees, 

combatants & veterans, and vulnerable populations. 
5. Review the role of war and militarism in diverting resources that would contribute 

to health. 
6. Describe the role of structural violence in creating conflict. 
7. Make a persuasive case for the role of health providers in conflict settings in 

preventing the most negative effects of war, while also working on primary 
prevention. 

8. Effectively participate in group discussions of an academic nature while focusing 
on a case example (a particular war) in relation to the topic of the week 
(undergraduates). 

9. Effectively lead a group discussions of an academic nature in relation to the topic 
of the week (graduate students). 

Expectations of undergraduate students 
Students are expected to attend lecture twice per week and attend and participate in 
discussion sections once per week (see Grades below). Undergraduates are expected to 
take the midterm quiz (or participate in a supplementary activism activity), write the 
midterm paper, write the final paper, and participate actively in discussion group each 
week. 

Expectations of graduate students 
Students are expected to attend lecture twice per week and facilitate discussion section 
meetings once per week. During discussion sections, graduate students are expected to 
lead the discussion, challenge assumptions, and guide the application of classroom 
material to the war case studies that each student has selected (see Grades below). 
Graduate students will submit a short (1 paragraph) update via Catalyst regarding their 
group’s progress at the end of each discussion section on Fridays. Graduate student 
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grades will be based upon their midterm paper, final paper, and quality facilitation of 
weekly discussion groups. We will judge facilitation skill by surveying students in the 
group, and by the quality of the weekly progress reports submitted by graduate students. 

Grades 
• 30% midterm paper on health outcomes of conflict and war 
• 30% final paper on causal factors and public health prevention of conflict and war 
• 30% weekly participation in discussion groups and online discussion board post 
• 10% online quiz or activism activity and write-up (undergraduates only) 
• 10% weekly facilitation of discussion groups (graduate students only) 
• Extra credit by arrangement  

For undergraduates, we will use the UW’s grading guidelines, available at 
http://depts.washington.edu/grading/practices/guidelines.html. 
 
For graduate students, we will use the Department of Health Services guidelines, 
available at http://depts.washington.edu/hserv/grading.  

Requirements 
Texts and readings. There are readings for each week in the course schedule below and 
on the Canvas site. Additionally, students should obtain two texts: “War and Public 
Health” by Barry Levy and Victor Sidel (Oxford University Press) and “Peace through 
Health” by Neil Arya and Joanna Santa Barbara (Kumarian Press). Levy/Sidel is in its 2nd 
edition, be sure you get that one. 
 
Select a war. Students will select a particular war in history as their “case study” focus 
for the entirety of the quarter. Students will write two papers about the same selected war 
and discuss the war during the weekly discussion section. Students should select their top 
three choices for a war of focus by 5:00pm Sunday, April 5th on WebQ distributed to 
enrolled students by the TA. Wars should be selected from the list of wars included at the 
end of this syllabus. 
 
Weekly discussion groups and posts. Students will be assigned to one of 5 or 6 
discussion group based upon their selected war of interest (we want a good distribution of 
wars in each discussion group). 
 
Students are also expected to post weekly on their group’s Catalyst discussion page by 5 
pm on Thursday before their Friday discussion group meets each week. These posts will 
address the assigned question of the week in relation to the student’s assigned war. The 
questions for each week are in the syllabus and on the Canvas site.  Each discussion post 
should be a paragraph or so in length, and should apply material from the week’s classes 
as well as outside readings you find on your own. Students should read each other’s posts 
before attending the discussion group. 
 
Graduate student leaders in each group will be asked to track undergraduate student 
attendance and participation. 
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Our preference is that all groups will meet on Fridays at the same time in T531. We 
would consider approving a proposal from a group to choose a different weekly time and 
place to meet for at least one hour, as long as a graduate student is in attendance. If you 
don’t meet on Fridays, then it is the responsibility of the students in each group to 
identify an acceptable weekly meeting time and location. These grad student leaders must 
provide the course instructors with the meeting time and location so that instructors can 
attend. 
 
Midterm paper. The purpose of the midterm paper is to describe the mental, physical, 
environmental, and health systems consequences of the student’s chosen war. The paper 
should be 5-7 pages in length (1.5 spacing, 12 point font) and should provide a brief 
description of your case-study war as well as an in depth literature review regarding how 
the specific conflict led to the health outcomes identified. At least 10 references should 
be cited.  
 
Final paper. The purpose of the final paper is to describe approaches or strategies for 
preventing the student’s chosen war of interest. Students will write about the same case-
study war discussed in the midterm paper. The paper should be 5-7 pages in length (1.5 
spacing, 12 point font) and should provide hypothetical strategies for how a public health 
worker/advocate or organization might have contributed to the prevention of the war. 
Examples can be drawn from other locations or conflicts in other time periods. Each 
paper should include a causal diagram outlining potential causes of the war, mediating 
factors, and outcomes identified in the midterm paper.  
 
Still under discussion: Students may receive five points extra credit on the final paper if 
they volunteer to present their causal diagram and a brief summary of their final paper to 
the class in power point form during the last week of class (~5 slides).  
 
Online quiz. Undergraduate students can choose between completing an online midterm 
quiz or participating in a pro-peace activism activity and providing an accompanying 
paper. The quiz will be a mix of multiple choice and short answer questions, and will 
require application of course material learned to date. The quiz opens at 9:00am on 
Friday May 8th and closes on Monday May 11th at 6pm. Student will have 24 hours to 
complete the quiz on Catalyst once it is available. May 11, 6 pm deadline. 
 
Activism activity. Undergraduate students can choose between completing an online 
midterm quiz or participating in a pro-peace activism activity and providing an 
accompanying paper. The activism paper should be 2 pages in length (1.5 spacing, 12 
point font) and should cover the following topics: What was the activity? In what ways 
was it a peace promoting activity? What was your involvement in the activity? How 
effective do you think the activity was? What might be the implications of the activity for 
public health? What are next steps for addressing the issue or cause? The paper is due the 
same day as the quiz, May 11th at 6:00pm. 
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Trigger statement 
Given the focus of the course, some of the classroom material may be emotionally 
unsettling. Students should feel free to actively reach out to course instructors or the TA 
throughout the duration of the quarter to discuss any reactions or concerns. 

UW Disability Statement 
Access and Accommodations:  Your experience in this class is important to us, and it is 
the policy and practice of the University of Washington to create inclusive and accessible 
learning environments consistent with federal and state law. If you experience barriers 
based on a disability or temporary health condition, please seek a meeting with DRS to 
discuss and address them. If you have already established accommodations with DRS, 
please communicate your approved accommodations to your instructor at your earliest 
convenience so we can discuss your needs in this course. 
 
Disability Resources for Students (DRS) offers resources and coordinates reasonable 
accommodations for students with disabilities and/or temporary health 
conditions.  Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process 
between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  If you have not yet established services 
through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or permanent disability that requires 
accommodations (this can include but not limited to; mental health, attention-related, 
learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 
206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu 

Academic Integrity Statement  
Students at the University of Washington (UW) are expected to maintain the highest 
standards of academic conduct, professional honesty, and personal integrity. 
The UW School of Public Health (SPH) is committed to upholding standards of academic 
integrity consistent with the academic and professional communities of which it is a part. 
Plagiarism, cheating, and other misconduct are serious violations of the University of 
Washington Student Conduct Code (WAC 478-120). We expect you to know and follow 
the university's policies on cheating and plagiarism, and the SPH Academic Integrity 
Policy. Any suspected cases of academic misconduct will be handled according to 
University of Washington regulations. For more information, see the University of 
Washington Community Standards and Student Conduct website.  

Anti-Racism Commitment 
Instructors are committed to creating a fully inclusive climate in this class. We strive to 
overcome systemic racism by creating an environment that reflects community and 
mutual caring, while we ally with others in combating all forms of social oppression. We 
will look for opportunities to improve our performance as we seek to break down 
institutional racism. This can include course readings, class interactions, faculty 
performance, and/or the institutional environment. We encourage students to talk to 
either faculty member, or the TA, and/or submit your comments in the end-of-course 
evaluation form. 
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Class Topic Instructor Readings BEFORE class 
WEEK 1 
Class 1 
MON 
3/30/2015 

Introduction 
and course 
overview:  
War is in the 
headlines 
lecture 

Kanter & 
Hagopian 

1. L&S Chapter 1: War and Public Health: An Overview 
2. L&S Chapter 2: The Epidemiology of War 
3. A&SB Chapter 1: Introduction 

WEEK 1 
Class 2 
WED 
4/1 

Neuropsychiat
ric casualties 
of war: 
posttraumatic 
stress disorder 
and traumatic 
brain injury 

Kanter 1. L&S Chapter 4: The Impact of War on Mental Health 
2. RAND Study Executive Summary 
3. Wells et al. (2011) Mental health impact of the Iraq and 

Afghanistan conflicts: A review of US research, service 
provision, and programmatic responses. International Review 
of Psychiatry 

4. Bolton E. PTSD in refugees (Links to an external site.). 
National Center for PTSD 

WEEK 1 
Class 3 
FRIDAY  
4/3 

 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

Hagopian 1. Mead M (1940) Warfare is Only and Invention – Not a 
Biological Necessity 

2. James W (1910) The Moral Equivalent of War 
Discussion questions for the day: Is war an inevitable byproduct of 
human nature? Why is war so compelling as a human endeavor? 
What are alternatives to war? Post your paragraph for the 
discussion question by 5 pm Thursday, April 2. 
Also, choose a war by Monday using the WebQ you will be sent 
on email. 

WEEK 2 
Class 4 
MON 
4/6 

Psychosocial 
effects 

Kanter 1. Prigerson HG, Maciejewski PK, Rosenheck RA. Population 
Attributable Fractions of Psychiatric Disorders and Behavioral 
Outcomes Associated With Combat Exposure Among US 
Men. (Links to an external site.) American Journal of Public 
Health. 2002;92(1):59-63. 

2. Taft CT, Street AE, Marshall AD, Dowdall DJ, Riggs DS. 
Posttraumatic stress disorder, anger, and partner abuse among 
Vietnam combat veterans. J Fam Psychol. 2007 Jun;21(2):270-
7. 

3. Sidel V. Lancet 1985 Dec 7;2(8467):1287-9. 
 

Optional:   
4. Jordan BK, Marmar CR, Fairbank JA, et al. Problems in 

families of male Vietnam veterans with posttraumatic stress 
disorder. J Consult Clin Psychol. 1992 Dec;60(6):916-26. 

5. Rosenheck R, Fontana A. Transgenerational effects of abusive 
violence on the children of Vietnam combat veterans. J Trauma 
Stress. 1998 Oct;11(4):731-42. 

6. Kanter, Evan. 2007. “Shock and Awe Hits Home: U.S. health costs 
of the war in Iraq,” http://www.psr.org/assets/pdfs/shock-and-
awe.pdf 

WEEK 2 
Class 5 
WED 
4/8 

Infectious 
disease and 
chronic 
disease 
consequences 
of war 

Kanter 1. Connolly MA, Heymann DL. Deadly comrades: war and 
infectious diseases (Links to an external site.). Lancet. 
2002;360 Suppl:s23-4. 

2. Beyrer C, Villar JC, et al. Neglected diseases, civil conflicts, 
and the right to health (Links to an external site.). Lancet. 
2007;370(9587):619-27. 

3. Garrett L, Builder M. Argument: The Taliban are winning the 
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war on polio. (Links to an external site.) Foreign Policy 
magazine. 2014 Feb 12. 

4. Peeples L. Gulf War Syndrome, Other Illnesses Among 
Veterans May Be Due To Toxic Environments. (Links to an 
external site.) Huffington Post. 2013 Feb 7.      

5. Samit S. Roy, et al. Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and Incident 
Heart Failure Among a Community-Based Sample of US 
Veterans AJPH April 2015. 105:4. 
 
Optional: 

6. Wang SJ, Pacolli S, et al. Survivors of war in northern Kosovo 
(II): Baseline clinical and functional assessment and lasting 
effects on the health of a vulnerable population.Conflict and 
Health. 2010 Sep 21;4:16 

7. Wang SJ, Rushiti F, Sejdiu X, Pacolli S, Gashi B, Salihu F, 
and Modvig J. Survivors of war in northern Kosovo (III): The 
role of anger and hatred in pain and PTSD and their interactive 
effects on career outcome, quality of sleep and suicide 
ideation (Links to an external site.). Conflict and Health. 2012 
Jul 30;6(1):4 

8. Elizabeth A. Smith, et al.“It’s Not a Priority When We’re in 
Combat”: Professionals and Military Tobacco Control Policy 
AJPH April 2015. 105:4. 
 

WEEK 2 
Class 6 
FRIDAY 4/10 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

Hagopian Discussion questions for the day: What are the infectious, chronic 
disease, and/or mental health problems associated with your case-
study war? Post your paragraph for the discussion question at 5 pm 
Thursday, April 9. 

WEEK 3 
Class 7 
MON 
4/13 

Environmental 
effects of war 

Takaro 1. Levy and Sidel Chapter 5: The Impact of War on the 
Environment 

2. Helfand I. Nuclear Famine: Two Billion People at Risk? 
Global Impacts of Limited Nuclear War on Agriculture, Food 
Supplies, and Human Nutrition. IPPNW 

3. Kelley, et al. 17 March 2015 Climate change in the Fertile 
Crescent and implications of the recent Syrian drought. PNAS 
112:11.  

4. Mark Fischetti. Climate Change Hastened Syria's Civil War. 2 
March 2015. Scientific American magazine. 

WEEK 3 
Class 8 
WED 
4/15 

Effects of war 
on vulnerable 
populations: 
women, 
children, and 
refugees 

Kanter 1. L&S Chapter 11: The Impact of War on Children 
2. L&S Chapter 12: The Impact of War on Women 
3. L&S Chapter 13: Displaced Persons and War 
4. Hershey et. al. (2011) Incidence and risk factors for malaria, 

pneumonia and diarrhea in children under 5 in UNHCR 
refugee camps. Conflict and Health. 

5. Elisabeth Rehn and Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. (2002) Women, War 
and Peace: The Independent Experts’ Assessment on the 
Impact of Armed Conflict (Chapters 1 & 3) 

Optional: Hagopian A, Lafta R, Hassan J, Davis S, Mirick D, 
Takaro T. Trends in childhood leukemia in Basrah, Iraq, 1993-
2007. (Links to an external site.) Am J Public Health. 2010 
Jun;100(6):1081-7 
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http://www.scientificamerican.com/author/mark-fischetti
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2866604/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2866604/


WEEK 3 
Class 9 
FRIDAY  
4/17 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

Hagopian Discussion questions for the day: What are the environmental 
problems associated with your case-study war? Post your 
paragraph to Canvas at 5 pm Thursday, April 16. 

WEEK 4 
Class 10 
MON 
4/20 

Iraq Refugee 
panel- 3 
individuals 

Means to 
moderate 
panel 

1. Lori JR, Boyle JS. Forced migration: Health and human rights 
issues among refugee populations. Nurs Outlook. 2015 Jan-
Feb;63(1):68-76.  

 
 
WEEK 4 
Class 11 
WED 
(Earth Day) 
4/22 

 

Torture 

Kanter 1. Levy and Sidel Chapter 14: Detainees and the New Face of 
Torture 

2. Risen J, Apuzzo M. C.I.A., on path to torture, chose haste over 
analysis. (Links to an external site.) New York Times. 2014 
Dec 15. 

3. Horton S. The APA Grapples with Its Torture Demons: Six 
Questions for Nathaniel Raymond. 2014 Oct 18. Available 
from: http://harpers.org/blog/2014/10/the-apa-grapples-with-
its-torture-demons-six-questions-for-nathaniel-
raymond/ (Links to an external site.) 

4. Defusing the Ticking Bomb Scenario: Why we must say No to 
torture, always. Association for the Prevention of Torture 
(APT); 2007. Available from: 
http://www.apt.ch/content/files_res/tickingbombscenario.pdf (
Links to an external site.) 

5. Ackerman S, Cobain I. Guantánamo Diary exposes brutality of 
US rendition and torture. (Links to an external site.) The 
Guardian. 2015 Jan 16. 

WEEK 4 
Class 12 
FRIDAY 4/24 
 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

Hagopian Discussion question for the day: What are the effects on civilians 
(in particular, refugees) associated with your case-study war? Post 
your paragraph for the discussion question at 5 pm Thursday, April 
23. 

WEEK 5 
Class 13 
MON 
4/27 

Conventional 
Weapons  

Kanter 1. Levy and Sidel Chapter 6: Conventional Weapons 
2. Levy and Sidel Chapter 7: Landmines 
3. UN passes historic arms trade treaty by huge majority (Links 

to an external site.). BBC News 2 April 2013 
4. Website: International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL). 

http://www.icbl.org/en-gb/home.aspx (Links to an external 
site.) 

5. Website: International Action Network on Small Arms 
(IANSA). http://www.iansa.org/ (Links to an external site.) 

WEEK 5 
Class 14 
WED 
4/29  
(change) 

Structural 
violence and 
prevention 

Gloyd Midterm Paper Due today on line at 6 pm. 
1. Farmer, P et. al. (2006) Structural Violence and Clinical 

Medicine. PLoS Medicine. 
  

WEEK 5 
Class 15 
FRIDAY  
5/1 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

Hagopian Discussion question for the day: What are the primary elements of 
structural violence that may have contributed to your war? Post 
your paragraph for the discussion question at 5 pm Thursday, April 
30. 
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WEEK 6 
Class 16 
MON 
5/4 

Weapons of 
Mass 
Destruction  

 Kanter  1. Levy and Sidel Chapter 8: Chemical Weapons 
2. Levy and Sidel Chapter 9: Biological Weapons 
3. Levy and Sidel Chapter 10: Nuclear Weapons 
4. US ramping up major renewal in nuclear arms (Links to an 

external site.). New York Times 22 Sept 2014 
5. Website: International Physicians for the Prevention of 

Nuclear War (IPPNW). http://ippnw.org/ (Links to an external 
site.) 

WEEK 6 
Class 17 
WED 
5/6 

Veterans 
Panel— 

Personal 
narratives 

 Aaron Myracle is a former U.S. Army Military Police Sergeant, 
and disabled veteran of the occupation of Iraq (OIF). He was 
deployed to Baghdad in 2007 as part of the troop surge, and was 
based at Victory Base Complex, home to one of the largest US-
run open-air burn pits. He completed his enlistment in 2010 and is 
currently a student of social work at UW-Tacoma, with an 
emphasis on radical social work and community organizing. He is 
a member of Iraq Veterans Against the War and has worked with 
Coffee Strong. 
 
Mike Dedrick: resident of Seattle since 1963, retired construction 
contractor, Member of Vietnam Veterans Against The War and 
Veterans For Peace. 
 
Sarah Blum: nurse psychotherapist, Vietnam veteran, author of 
“Women Under Fire: Abuse in the Military,” published 2013. 
See website http://womenunderfire.net 
 
In preparation, listen to these 4 short stories from the StoryCorps 
military voices initiative: http://storycorps.org/themes/military/ 
• http://storycorps.org/listen/drew-pham-and-molly-pearl/ 
• http://storycorps.org/listen/monica-velez-and-christopher-

hernandez/ 
• http://storycorps.org/listen/elizabeth-olson-karin-porch-rich-

barham-and-nelson-peck/ 
• http://storycorps.org/listen/joel-healy-and-kelli-healy-salazar/ 
 

WEEK 6 
Class 18 
FRIDAY 5/8 
Amy in DC 

 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

Need a 
facilitator, 
Hagopian 
and Means 
gone 

Discussion questions for the day: Who are the combatants (or 
veterans) of your case study war? Provide a profile of who the 
combatants are (demographics), and their status now, especially in 
relation to their health. What have been the health effects of the 
war on those who fought it?  Post your paragraph for the 
discussion question at 5 pm Thursday, May 7. 

WEEK7 
Class 18 
MON 
5/11 

Role of Health 
Providers in 
Preventing 
War and 
Mitigating 
Health 
Consequences  

Kanter 1. Levy and Sidel Chapter 20: A Public Health Approach to 
Preventing the Health Consequences of Armed Conflict 

2. Arya and Santa Barbara Chapter 3: Setting the Role of the 
Health Sector in Context: Multitrack Peacework 

3. Arya and Santa Barbara Chapter 4: Mechanisms of Peace 
through Health 

4. American Public Health Association (2009). Policy Statement: 
The Role of Public Health Practitioners, Academics, and 
Advocates in Relation to Armed Conflict and War (Links to an 
external site.) 
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http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/22/us/us-ramping-up-major-renewal-in-nuclear-arms.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/22/us/us-ramping-up-major-renewal-in-nuclear-arms.html?_r=0
http://ippnw.org/
http://ippnw.org/
http://womenunderfire.net/
http://storycorps.org/themes/military/
http://storycorps.org/listen/drew-pham-and-molly-pearl/
http://storycorps.org/listen/elizabeth-olson-karin-porch-rich-barham-and-nelson-peck/
http://storycorps.org/listen/elizabeth-olson-karin-porch-rich-barham-and-nelson-peck/
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/22/13/29/the-role-of-public-health-practitioners-academics-and-advocates-in-relation-to-armed-conflict
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/22/13/29/the-role-of-public-health-practitioners-academics-and-advocates-in-relation-to-armed-conflict
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/22/13/29/the-role-of-public-health-practitioners-academics-and-advocates-in-relation-to-armed-conflict


5. Optional: A public health framework to translate risk factors 
related to political violence and war into multi-level preventive 
interventions, by Joop T.V.M. De Jong, Social Science & 
Medicine, 70:1 January 2010, Pages 71–79 

WEEK 7 
Class 19 
WED 
5/13 

Analyzing, 
measuring, 
and assessing 
war 

Hagopian  Online Quiz or Activism paper due at 6 pm. 
1. A&SB Chapter 15 Epidemiology as a Tool for Interdisciplinary 

Peace and Health Studies  
2. Hagopian et al, Mortality in Iraq Associated with the 2003–

2011 War and Occupation: Findings from a National Cluster 
Sample Survey by the University Collaborative Iraq Mortality 
Study. PlosMED. 

3. Murray et. al. (2002) Armed conflict as a public health 
problem. British Medical Journal. 

4. Potts et. al. (2011) Measuring human rights violations in a 
conflict affected country: results from a nationwide cluster 
survey in Central African Republic. Conflict and Health. 

5. Body Count: Casualty figures after 10 years of the “War on 
Terror”  http://www.psr.org/assets/pdfs/body-count.pdf  March 
2015 
 

WEEK 7 
Class 20 
FRIDAY  
5/15 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

Hagopian Discussion questions for the day: How many people died in your 
study war? How do you know the answer to that question? Post 
your paragraph for the discussion question at 5 pm Thursday, May 
14. 

WEEK 8 
Class 22 
MON 
5/18 

The role of 
health 
organizations 
working on 
war 
prevention 

Hagopian 1. Sidel Levy book chapter 20 
2. MedAct report on Iraq war (2002), 

http://www.ippnw.org/pdf/medact-iraq-2002.pdf 
3. IPPNW history paper, http://www.ippnw.org/history.html  
4. And page on prevention campaign: 

http://www.ippnw.org/resources-prevention-war-conflict-
violence.html 

5. Paper on history of Red Cross http://www.redcross.org/about-
us/history/red-cross-american-history/WWI 

6. Hagopian’s essay on resolutions 
(Gathering_in_Groups__Peace_Advocacy_in_Health.13.pdf) 

WEEK 8 
Class 23 
WED 
5/20 
 

Case studies: 
Pre-conflict 
interventions 

Kanter: 
weapons 
limitations 

Hagopian: 
health 
impact 
assessment
s 

Means: 
reducing 
structural 
violence  

1. A&SB Chapter 16: Primary Prevention 
2. A&SB Chapter 19: Evaluation of Peace through Health 

Initiatives 
3. Weapons limitations: Dreicer and Pregenzer (2014) Nuclear 

Arms Control, Nonproliferation, and Counterterrorism: 
Impacts on Public Health. American Journal of Public Health 

4. Documenting Predicted Consequences as an intervention: 
Birch M, Cave B, Elmi F, Karpf B. (2014) Predicting the 
unthinkable: health impact assessment and violent conflict, 
Medicine, Conflict and Survival, 30:2, 81-90. 

Optional: 
• A&SB Chapter 12 Analyzing a Peace through Health Problem 

and/or 
• A&SB Chapter 13 Tools for Peace through Health Work 
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953609006352
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953609006352
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953609006352
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953609006352
http://www.psr.org/assets/pdfs/body-count.pdf
http://www.ippnw.org/history.html
http://www.ippnw.org/resources-prevention-war-conflict-violence.html
http://www.ippnw.org/resources-prevention-war-conflict-violence.html


WEEK 8 
Class 24 
FRIDAY  
5/22 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

Hagopian Discussion questions for the day: What role did (or might have) 
health professionals play(ed) in working to stop your case-study 
war? Post your paragraph for the discussion question at 5 pm 
Thursday, May 21. 

WEEK 9 
 (MON 5/25 is the Memorial Day holiday) 
WEEK 9 
Class 25 
WED 5/27 
 
 

Case Studies: 
Interventions 
during conflict 

Hagopian: 
military 
recruitmen
t 

Kanter: 
medical 
peacebuild
ers 

Means: 
ceasefires 

1. A&SB Chapter 17: Secondary Prevention 
2. Humanitarian cease-fires: 

a. http://apps.nlm.nih.gov/againsttheodds/exhibit/preventing_
disease/bridge_for_peace.cfm (Links to an external site.) 

b. http://www.who.int/hac/techguidance/hbp/cease_fires/en/ (
Links to an external site.) 

c. Pakistan arrests parents for refusing children's polio 
vaccinations. (Links to an external site.) Community 
opposition and Taliban threats are blocking efforts to 
eradicate the crippling disease in one of its last 
strongholds, Reuters. 

3. Medical peacebuilding: 
Skinner H, Abdeen Z, Abdeen H, et al. Promoting Arab and 
Israeli cooperation: peacebuilding through health 
initiatives. Lancet. 2005 Apr 2-8;365(9466):1274-7. 

4. Military recruiting: Hagopian A, Barker K. Should we end 
military recruiting in high schools as a matter of child 
protection and public health? (Links to an external site.) Am J 
Public Health. 2011 Jan;101(1):19-23.  

WEEK 9 
Class 26 
FRIDAY 5/29 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

Hagopian Discussion question for the day: What post-war activities occurred 
for your war to try to restore a sense of justice, law and peace? 

WEEK 10 
Class 27 
MON 
6/1 

Case Studies: 
Post-conflict 
Interventions 

Hagopian: 
Child 
soldier 
rehab 

Kanter: 
truth and 
reconciliati
on, 
psychosoci
al healing 

 

1. A&SB Chapter 18: Tertiary Prevention 
2. Rehabilitation of Child Soldiers: 
3. Corbin J. Returning home: Resettlement of formerly abducted 

children in Northern Uganda. Disasters. 2008 Jun;32(2):316-
35. 

4. Medeiros E. Integrating mental health into post-conflict 
rehabilitation: The case of Sierra Leonean and Liberian 'child 
soldiers'. J Health Psychol. 2007 May;12(3):498-504. 

5. Betancourt TS, Borisova I, Williams TP, et al. Psychosocial 
adjustment and mental health in former child soldiers--
systematic review of the literature and recommendations for 
future research. J Child Psychol Psychiatry. 2013 
Jan;54(1):17-36. 

6. Psychosocial Healing: Gutlove P, Thompson G. Psychosocial 
healing and post-conflict social reconstruction in the former 
Yugoslavia.Med Confl Surviv. 2004 Apr-Jun;20(2):136-50.  

WEEK 10 
Class 28 
WED  
6/3 

Peacemakers 
Panel 

Means Final paper due at 6 pm. 
The role of public health in the prevention of war: rationale and 
competencies. by Wiist WH, Barker K, Arya N, Rohde J, Donohoe 
M, White S, Lubens P, Gorman G, Hagopian A. Am J Public 
Health. 2014 Jun;104(6):e34-47. 
 
PANEL MEMBERS: 
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http://apps.nlm.nih.gov/againsttheodds/exhibit/preventing_disease/bridge_for_peace.cfm
http://apps.nlm.nih.gov/againsttheodds/exhibit/preventing_disease/bridge_for_peace.cfm
http://www.who.int/hac/techguidance/hbp/cease_fires/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/techguidance/hbp/cease_fires/en/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/03/us-pakistan-polio-idUSKBN0LZ0QK20150303
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/03/us-pakistan-polio-idUSKBN0LZ0QK20150303
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21088269
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21088269
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21088269
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?sid=1e02e729-aa54-4ccf-b3e9-5f5b6fb27d10%40sessionmgr112&vid=1&hid=118
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?sid=1e02e729-aa54-4ccf-b3e9-5f5b6fb27d10%40sessionmgr112&vid=1&hid=118


Gerri Haynes, RN, WPSR 
Dave Hall, WPSR lead on nuclear weapons 
dchall@familyhealing.com    
 
Working on scheduling one more. 

WEEK 10 
Class 29 FRIDAY 
6/5  
LAST DAY OF 
CLASS 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
MEETING 

 Discussion question for the day: How might your war have been 
avoided? Post your paragraph for the discussion question at 5 pm 
Thursday, June 4.  
 
Maybe we’ll meet in separate groups by war, rather than our usual 
groups. 
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 Options for wars for paper topics and discussion groups (Students will choose one 
war which they will refer to throughout the quarter): 

 War Years 

1.  Syrian civil war 2011 -  

2.  Afghanistan and Iraq war 2001 -  

3.  Rwanda Civil War (Hutus vs. Tutsis) 1990 - 2012 

4.  First Gulf War 1990 - 1991 

5.  Kosovo War 1998-1999 

6.  Sudan Government vs. Militias 1983 - 2012 

7.  Uganda Civil War 1980 - 2007 

8.  El Salvador Government vs. FMLN Guerrillas 1979 - 1992 

9.  Guatemalan Civil War 1965 - 1995 

10.  Vietnam War 1965 - 1975 

11.  Korean War 1950 - 1953 

12.  World War II 1939 - 1945 

13.  World War I 1914 - 1918 

14.  American Civil War 1861-1865 
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