
 

U N D E R S TA N D I N G  W H AT  I S  | I M A G I N I N G  W H AT  C A N  B E 13A & S  P E R S P E C T I V E S  |  S U M M E R  2 0 0 5 1514 A & S  P E R S P E C T I V E S  |  A U T U M N  2 0 0 8

Gavin, age six, was a participant in  
the Department of Speech and Hearing 
Sciences’ (SPHSC) Communication 
Camp. Now in its second year, the camp  
is an opportunity for children to work 
intensively on communication skills.   
The children’s needs vary widely, from 
mastering the sounds of speech to the art of 
effective social communication with peers.  
For Gavin, a return camper, the emphasis 
was on learning to problem solve in social 
situations and provide accurate information. 

Communication Camp meets at 
SPHSC’s Speech and Hearing Clinic for four 
weeks, with four individual and two group 
sessions each week. (A similar summer inten-
sive program is offered for adults, most with 
stroke-related challenges.) The therapists 
are graduate students in SPHSC’s medical 
speech and language pathology program.  

“There’s a delicate dance that has to 
occur in the Speech and Hearing Clinic,” 
says Nancy Alarcon, clinic director and 
SPHSC senior lecturer. “The two parts of 
our mission are educational preparation for 
our students and service to the community. 
The clinic must serve both groups. While 
our services are a huge benefit to the 
community, the clinic is also a lab attached 

Not Your Usual Camp
When Gavin Hill headed for camp this summer, he left  
his bathing suit at home. Likewise his baseball cap and 
suntan lotion. What he did bring was his mother.

to courses in Speech and Hearing Sciences, 
bringing the coursework to life.”

Graduate students gain experience in 
the clinic year round, but during communi-
cation camp the schedule is more intensive. 
While clients normally visit weekly, camp 
participants visit almost daily, with group 
visits added to the mix.  That requires more 
preparation, more frequent assessment, 
and—with group sessions—a broader range 
of activities to plan. 

Clinical supervisors observe all 
sessions from a neighboring room through 
a one-way mirror and provide feedback. 
Family members may also observe the  
sessions, an opportunity that Gavin’s 
mother, Christine Hill, found invaluable.

 “At other clinics, you wait in the 
waiting room,” says Hill. “Here, the person 
who deals with Gavin the most—me—can 
observe along with the supervisor. I’ve  

had the supervisor explain what the  
graduate student is doing and the expected  
outcomes. It’s like parents are taking  
a course, understanding how to more 
effectively work with their kids.”

What Hill has observed during the  
sessions is a range of activities intended to 
help Gavin negotiate social interactions. 
These might include role playing with 
puppets or discussing a story about friend-
ship. The group sessions, with four or five 
children, are an opportunity to practice 
new skills in a comfortable setting. 

The challenge for group sessions, says 
Alarcon, is to bring together children with 
the right mix of communication needs. 
Careful prescreening is required to assess 
each child’s abilities. 

Hill remembers being impressed by 
the rigorous screening. “We’d been to other 
groups where the kids weren’t paired very 
well,” she says. “But this clinic had input 
from Gavin’s school and had us videotape 
him. Then they had two intake sessions 
with Gavin to get a sense of his strengths 
and weaknesses. I was confident they were 
going to match the kids up appropriately 
for the group sessions.”

Clearly the camp gets a thumbs-up 
from mom. But what did Gavin think of it?  

“He liked it,” says Hill. “He really 
did. Toward the end he would get fatigued, 
because they were working him hard, but  
I think that’s good. I wanted him to be 
stretched.” u

For more about the UW Speech and Hearing 
Clinic, visit shclinic.washington.edu.

Montgomery,  
Meet MacArthur
The MacArthur Foundation works so quietly on its genius 
grants, UW scientist David Montgomery didn’t even know  
he’d been nominated until he learned of his selection. 

history and human civilization. King of 
Fish: The Thousand Year Run of Salmon was 
published in 2003, and Dirt: The Erosion of 
Civilizations in 2007. 

King of Fish describes how vast salmon 
runs were depleted in England in the 
early 1700s and again a century later in 
northeast North America. Montgomery 
argues that history could be repeating itself 
today in northwest North America. In 
Dirt, he traces the downfall of a number of 
civilizations to depletion of their soil and 
warns that humans could be on the verge 
of exhausting Earth’s supply of arable soil 
unless farming practices are changed. 

Montgomery says his next book will 
be a history of geological and theological 
thought about great floods, and how the 
two “cross-pollinated each other, and not 
just in the classic story of war between 
science and religion.” 

The MacArthur money, he says, 
“could fundamentally change the way I 
do things and open all kinds of doors in 
the next five years.” But he adds, “I’ll also 
probably buy a guitar or two.” 

Montgomery was in Baltimore, 
preparing to give a keynote address at a 
convention, when he got the call telling 
him he’d been selected as a MacArthur 
Fellow. It was also the official first day of  

his sabbatical. “It’s absolutely the best 
way to start a sabbatical,” he says. 

News of his award brought a deluge 
of congratulatory and other emails, 
including “the classic email from 
someone I haven’t seen since high 
school,” Montgomery says with a laugh. 
“Basically, he said he should have copied 
his homework from me instead of the guy 
he did it from.” 

The media frenzy and emails have 
died down since the announcement 
in September, but Montgomery is still 
getting used to the idea of a half-million 
dollars coming his way over the next five 
years. 

“It’s really kind of like winning the 
lottery,” he says. u

Adapted from an article in University 
Week, September 25, 2008.

Montgomery, professor of Earth and space 
sciences, was named one of 25 fellows  
for 2008 by the John D. and Catherine  
T. MacArthur Foundation in September. 
The awards each carry an unrestricted  
five-year grant of $500,000. 

Montgomery was honored for contri-
butions to understanding forces that shape 
our world—specifically how soil and rivers 
shape civilizations. His research has ranged 
from looking at why the Skokomish River 
on Washington’s Olympic Peninsula is so 
prone to flooding to the complex forces at 
work along the Tsangpo River in Tibet, the 
highest river in the world. His work has 
been published in peer-reviewed journals 
such as Science, Nature, and the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences. 

A statement from the MacArthur 
Foundation praised Montgomery’s work, 
saying, “With a scientist’s rigor, a historian’s 
curiosity, and an environmentalist’s  
passion, Montgomery is leading investiga-
tions into the ecological consequences of  
a wide range of Earth surface processes.” 

A dedicated researcher, Montgomery 
also is a lifelong musician. He plays  
guitar in a local folk-rock band named, 
appropriately, Big Dirt. 

“It’s an incredible thing for complete 
strangers to give you a half-million dollars 
to do what you think is important,” 
Montgomery says. “They went through the 
list of why they give it to the people they 
give it to — to foster creative endeavors 
—so I plan to use the money to support the 
creative things I do, which are research, 
writing, and playing music.” 

Montgomery has written two well- 
received books that explore different as-
pects of how rivers and soil have influenced 
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Graduate students in Speech and 
Hearing Sciences prepare a clinic 
room for a group session. Photo 
by Karen Orders.

Christine Hill observes her son’s session from a neighboring room.   
Photo by Karen Orders.

David Montgomery. Photo by Mary Levin.




