SSAFR 2017
Field Tour to the Olympic Peninsula
Examples of Forest Management on State Lands and Hike to Old-Growth Forest

August 27, 2017 (Sunday)
Meet at 09.00 — Return time 17.00
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Field Tour Itinerary
The field tour will show examples of forest management practices on state lands managed by Washington
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and remnants of old-growth coniferous forests on federal lands
in the eastern Olympic Peninsula.
Information about DNR is available at the end of the packet.
At each stop, a DNR forester and ecologist will explain the stand’s history, silvicultural prescriptions and
ecological considerations for managing the forest. Questions and discussions are invited.

Hour

Start Point

End Point

Distance
(km)

Time
(minutes)
10

29

30

9.00-9.10

Board the bus at
Clearwater Resort

9:10 - 9:40

Clearwater Resort

Commercial Thinning near Port
Ludlow

9:40 - 10:10

Stop #1

Commercial thinning unit

10:10 - 10:25

Andy Cooper Rd

Variable Retention Harvest
near Beaver Valley

10:25 - 11:00

Stop #2 (10 min hike)

Variable Retention Harvest +
wetlands protection

11:00 - 11:15

Larson Lake Rd

State forested road Q-4000

14

15

11:15 - 11:45

drive on Q-4000 Rd

Chimibob timber sale

14

30

Stop #3

planned timber harvest

11:45 - 12:00

State forested road Q-4000

Olympic Timber House
Restaurant

11

15

12:00 - 13:00

lunch

13:00 - 13:15

Olympic Timber House
Restaurant

13:15 - 16:15
16:15 - 17:00

30
13

15
35

60
Lower Big Quilcene trailhead

13

15

hike to old-growth patches hike back to the bus
4.3 km (2.7 miles)
4.3 km (2.7 miles)

10

180

Lower Big Quilcene
trailhead

75

50

Clearwater Resort
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Stop #1 Commercial Thinning (Center 12 Thinning, Unit 13)
The stand originated in 1970s after a clear-cut, burning, and planting of Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga
menziesii).
The silvicultural objective for the 2012 thinning was to reallocate growing space to allow for more
diameter growth within the residual stand while capturing some revenue through commercial thinning and
preserving future revenue of final harvest.
Trees were retained at approximately 5x5 m (15.5x15.5 ft) spacing leaving the largest and best formed
trees available and targeting a basal area of 37 m2/ha (160 ft2/ac). The preferred species to leave were: 1.
western redcedar (Thuja plicata); 2. Douglas-fir; 3.western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla); 4. western pine
(Pinus monticola); 5. red alder (Alnus rubra).
100% ground operations using cut-to-length processor and forwarder.
Estimated removal volume from cruise data was 44 m3 per ha (7.5 MBF per acre); actual removal was less.
The average price of the sold standing timber was $1,899 per ha ($769 per acre).
The ecological considerations for this unit included: protection of snags and large structurally unique trees,
leaving a stream riparian buffer, and minimizing soil disturbance and compaction during road management
and harvest operations.

Stop #2 Variable Retention Harvest (Larson Lake, Units 1 and 5)
The original forest stand was 60-year, predominantly Douglas-fir forest with small patches of red-cedar
located near the wetlands.
The silvicultural objective for the 2010 variable retention harvest (VRH) was to produce revenue for the
trusts while preserving unique stand features and protecting sensitive wetlands. The post-harvest objective
was to establish a well-stocked, healthy stand of native species to ensure future revenue potential for the
trusts.
20 trees per hectare (8 tpa) were left for wildlife use and seed source in the VRH area.
The three wetland management zones, consisting of 30m wide buffers, were selectively thinned to average
basal area of no less than 28 m2/ha (120 ft2/ac).
Estimated removal volume from cruise data was 152 m3 per hectare (26 MBF per acre).
The average price of the sold standing timber was $23,086 per hectare ($9,350 per acre).
The slash was piled and chipped on the ground for biofuel. Ground herbicides were applied.
Hand planted with at 988 trees per ha (400 tpa) in the VRH area and 494 trees per ha (200 tpa) in the
wetland buffers. Planted with white pine, Doug fir and western redcedar. Alder and western hemlock
allowed to regenerate naturally.
The ecological considerations for this unit included: leaving snags and large structurally unique trees,
protecting wetlands, minimizing soil disturbance and compaction during road mgmt and harvest operations.
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Stop #3 Planned Timber Harvest (Chimibob, Unit 2)
The stands originated in 1950s and are predominantly composed of Douglas-fir (89%), western hemlock
(7%), and red alder (4%). The Douglas-fir 100 year site index is 45 m (150 ft).
The silvicultural objective for the 2018 VRH is to produce revenue for the trusts while preserving unique
stand features and protecting sensitive wetlands and streams. The post-harvest objective is to establish a
well-stocked, healthy stand of native species to ensure future revenue potential for the trusts.
Estimated removal volume from cruise data was 222 m3 per hectare (38 MBF per acre).
Minimum bid price from the June appraisal is $26,917 per hectare ($10,900 per acre). The sale will be
offered at auction in the fall.
The unit will be hand felled and yarded with ground based equipment.
20 trees per hectare (8 tpa) will be left scatted or in clumps for wildlife use and seed source. No harvest
will occur in stream buffers and wetlands buffers.
The ecological considerations include: maintaining trees with unique structural characteristics as part of the
leave tree design, protecting of streams and wetlands, protecting soil productivity and stability and
improving the road system.

Lunch
Purchase at the Timberhouse Restaurant (olympictimberhouse.com)

Stop #4 Hike to Old-Growth Forest
We will hike to Bark Shanty Shelter, which is about half way on the mapped trail.
Distance one way: 4.3 km (2.7 miles).
Elevation gain: 152 m (500 ft).
Restroom located only at the trailhead.
Well maintained path along a river, relatively flat, under canopy. Mostly second-growth coniferous forest
of Douglas-fir and western hemlock with occasional red alder and western redcedar. Patches of old-growth
forest toward the end.
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Example Timber Sale Map

5

End Point

Trailhead
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