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Goal 1: Communication  

Standard 1.1- Interpersonal Communication: Students engage in conversation, provide and 
obtain information, express feeling and emotion, and exchange opinions. 

Standard 1.2 – Interpretive Communication: Students understand and interpret written and 
spoken language on a variety of topics. 

Standard 1.3 – Presentational Communication: Students present information, concepts and 
ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety or topics. 

Goal 2: Cultures  

Standard 2.1 – Practices and Perspective: Students demonstrate an understanding of the 
relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied. 

Standard 2.2 – Products and Perspectives:  Students demonstrate an understanding of the 
relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied. 

Goal 3: Connections 

Standard 3.1 – Knowledge of Other Disciplines: Students reinforce and further their knowledge 
of other disciplines through the foreign language. 

Standard 3.2 – Distinctive Viewpoints: Students acquire information and recognize the 
distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the foreign language and its cultures. 

Goal 4: Comparisons 

Standard 4.1 – Nature of Language: Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of 
language through comparisons of the language studied and their own. 

Standard 4.2 – Culture: Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through 
comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 

Goal 5: Community  

Standard 5.1 – Beyond the School Setting: Students use the language both within and beyond 
the school setting. 

Standard 5.2 – Life-long Learners: Students show evidence of becoming life-long learners by 
using the language for personal enjoyment and enrichment. 



Communicative Modes 
 
Interpersonal Mode 
 The Interpersonal Mode is characterized by active negotiation of meaning among individuals.  
Participants observe and monitor one another to see how their meaning and intentions are being 
communicated.  Adjustments and clarifications can be made accordingly.  As a result, there is a higher 
probability of ultimately achieving the goal of successful communication in this mode than in the other 
two modes.  The Interpersonal Mode is most obvious in conversation, but both the interpersonal and 
negotiated dimensions can be realized through reading and writing, such as the exchange of personal 
letters or electronic mail messages. 

Interpretive Mode 
 The Interpretive Mode is focused on the appropriate cultural interpretation of meanings that occur in 
written and spoken form where there is no recourse to the active negotiation of meaning with the writer or 
the speaker.  Such instances of “one-way” reading or listening include the cultural interpretation of texts, 
oral or written, must be distinguished from the notion of reading and listening “comprehension,” where 
the term could refer to understanding a text with an American mindset.  Put another way, interpretation 
differs from comprehension in that the former implies the ability to “read (or listen) between the lines.” 
 Since the Interpretive Mode does not allow for active negotiation between the reader and the writer or 
the listener and the speaker, it requires a much more profound knowledge of culture from the outset.  The 
more one knows about the other language and culture, the greater the chances of creating the appropriate 
cultural interpretations of a written or spoken text.  It must be noted, however, that cultural literacy and 
the ability to read or listen between the lines are developed over time and through exposure to the 
language and culture. 

Presentational Mode 
 The Presentational Mode refers to the creation of messages in a manner that facilities interpretation 
by members of the other culture where no direct opportunity for active negotiation of meaning between 
members of the two cultures exists.  Examples of the “one-way” writing and speaking require a 
substantial knowledge of language and culture from the outset, since the goal is to make sure that 
members of the other culture, the audience, will be successful in reading and listening between the lines. 
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