University of Washington, Tacoma

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

COMUTING AND SOFTWARE SYSTEMS

Faculty/Staff Meeting Agenda

Friday, January 24, 2003              APPROVED

1. Approval of Minutes from January 17, 2003.

The minutes were approved.

2. Announcements

Glenna introduced Ginger Moriya, a new adviser, and Maile Hadley, K-12 coordinator. She announced that Marcily Brown also had agreed to join the Institute as senior adviser on a temporary basis.

Teresa Gregory made brief presentation on the Feb. 5 building dedication and passed out several handouts. Faculty and staff were reminded that parking around the building would be restricted that day. Bob encouraged faculty to contact him to arrange to set up demonstrations at the event. Rogene has scheduled a demonstration and Donald has indicated an interest. Demonstrations involving students are especially welcome.

Glenna indicated that representatives from the Institute would be attending the Diversity partnership Institute at PLU on Friday, Feb. 28. She encouraged those who were interested in the event to contact her. 

Glenna reported that the Expanding Your Horizons Conference with 200 middle school girls would be held at UWT on March 28. She asked for volunteers to help with the event, which will shift between the campus and the History Museum.

Josh reported that a Noam Chomsky video “The Myth of the Liberal Media” would be shown on Jan. 29th, 7 p.m. in Dougan 280.

Rogene reported on a proposal to create a speakers’ exchange with Bothell. The goals were to establish better communication with the Bothell faculty; to attract more outside speakers; and to provide more opportunity for professional interaction. Some discussion was held about establishing a speakers’ pool rather than an exchange and about creating one-on-one opportunities rather than formalizing an agreement. 

Isabelle reported she would be co-organizing a conference on Case-Based Reasoning in the Health Sciences in Norway this June. Among many other things, she will be reading papers for the conference.

3. Committee Reports

      Curriculum

George reported the spring schedule had been drawn up and that it could be viewed on the Shared Drive.  The Curriculum Committee continues to discuss creating a concentration, but as of now not enough courses exist to create one. George reported that three new courses – Cryptology, Computer Security, and Introduction to Parallel Computing – had been approved by the campus course approval committee and would be sent to Seattle following endorsement by the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs.

Graduate Committee

Steve Hanks will become chair of the Graduate Committee beginning in the Spring Quarter. Steve also will continue to serve as Graduate Coordinator. Thanks to Moshe for a great job as Graduate Committee Chair!

Colloquium

Andrew and Rogene reminded faculty and staff that the first Colloquium of the winter quarter would be held at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, January 28, in 104 Pinkerton. Isabelle will be making the presentation. Everyone is encouraged to attend.

Ad Hoc Committee on Standards and Practices

Josh reminded faculty and staff that he had created a folder for committee minutes on the Shared Drive.

There were no other committee reports.

4. Old Business

No old business was discussed.

5. New Business

A. George, Don and Bill reported that the fellows program was going well and that fellows were learning, contributing and enthusiastic. Bob suggested that an exit interview or survey be conducted with the fellows to provide information on how the program could improve, what was learned, and likely outcomes in the community colleges. Steve suggested that a six-month follow-up be conducted with each group to see what actually occurred. Some discussion was held about attending a community college fellows meeting on Jan.31 at Highline Community College and several faculty and staff said they planned to attend.

B. George said the Institute would conduct its second Workshop for CTC faculty either late in the winter quarter or early in the spring quarter. The subject of the discussion would be adoption of ACM curriculum guidelines. The last meeting attracted about 35 faculty from throughout the state. George said the meeting might begin in mid-morning and run to mid-afternoon. Some discussion was held about the time needed for faculty to participate in such a meeting. The workshop will be discussed further at the next faculty/staff meeting.

C. Josh distributed a survey asking faculty to list the number of committees and other service work they are doing. He said UWT faculty were participating in a University-wide study in an attempt to identify more precisely what level of service work is optimal for faculty seeking tenure.

D. Larry discussed the need to have an agreement on how exams would be proctored. After some discussion the faculty agreed that it is strongly preferred that the faculty member teaching the course be present when the final exam is given; that another faculty colleague be asked to substitute if a faculty member can’t be at the exam; that a special proctor be named to serve special-needs students after the first three hours of lab-based exams (special needs students may have six-hour exam periods); and that it might be appropriate to have students develop an honor code relating to exams.

E. Larry asked if the Writing Exam had been eliminated from the placement tests given students. Some discussion was held about this and it was agreed to look at the minutes from Dec. 13 to determine if the writing exam was still being given. 

F. A proposal to give all exams in the Conference Room was discussed. Larry indicated that exams held on weekends or at night would or should not present a problem, but that another room, like Pinkerton 104, might make more sense for exams administered during office hours.

G. Rogene discussed creating an online bulletin board with student bios and pictures. 

H. Ed gave a brief presentation on workplace safety and reminded faculty and staff to familiarize themselves with the building and with emergency procedures.

