University of Washington, Tacoma

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

COMPUTING AND SOFTWARE SYSTEMS

Faculty/Staff Meeting

Friday, February 14, 2003   Approved with minor revisions

1. Approval of Minutes from Feb. 7, 2003. Minutes were approved with minor changes.

2. Announcements

A. Larry read and handed around a proclamation from the Governor’s Office supporting the EYH program.

B. Larry reported that the SST 2003 Technology Conference would be held again this year with Norm Dicks and Adam Smith. Howard Rhinegold, Craig McCaw and Richard Hunter are among those expected to make presentations

C. Larry reported that the Governor’s Office may be considering supporting the proposal by former governors Dan Evans and Booth Gardner calling for a $2 billion fund to support higher education. 

3. Committee Reports

A. Curriculum Committee – George reported that there had been further discussion about where to put TCSS 305 in the core curriculum. By requiring 305 prior to 342, the program might better prepare students, some committee members believe. Under a proposal being considered, if a student receives an A in 341, they are ready for 342. If they receive a B, the instructor can recommend they be placed in 342. If they receive a C, the adviser would definitely send the student to 305. George said having another course - a TCSS 304 - would make available additional foundational work. However, then the overall message to students would have to change to: “If you are prepared to go directly to 342, you can do the program in two years; if not, then it might take another year.” Considerable discussion ensued about the ramifications of this. Larry suggested 304 might be developed as a service course. Discussion was held about whether TCSS 321 should be a prerequisite for TCSS 342. After lengthy discussion, Larry suggested the Curriculum Committee go back and examine the entire curriculum. “We can ask the community colleges to provide 321. If they can’t, that means we can offer it,” Larry said.

Donald requested that the pre-requisite for TCSS 440 be changed to TCSS 343. The faculty voted to make this change.

Isabelle’s Data Mining Course, which will be listed as TCSS 555, was approved by the faculty and will be sent to the UWT Curriculum Committee. Rather than list TCSS 435 or TCSS 445 as pre-requisites, the faculty decided, after some discussion, to amend the course proposal so that TCSS 343 is listed as the only pre-requisite.  Students interested in pursuing a graduate concentration in AI/Data Mining will be encouraged to take 435 and 445.

B. Josh proposed that the mission statement for the CSS Process Committee

should be: “The CSS Process Committee’s charge is to recommend   policies and procedures to the CSS faculty.” The faculty approved this as the committee’s mission statement.

C. During the reading of the minutes, Stephen asked faculty to give him their lab requests for spring in care of request@cssgate.tacoma.washington.edu
This was a change from what was recorded in the minutes of the previous meeting. Later in this week’s agenda, Stephen indicated that he would be placing time limits on the use of the lab CPUs because some students had been abusing their privileges. He asked faculty to tell him or Cormac whether certain students would need special resources beyond the limits being set so that they could respond. Stephen also reported that many students had helped assembling the servers after a request for help was broadcast last week.

4. Old Business

A. Larry reported there has been continuing dialogue between the university and the community and technical colleges regarding the preparation of students. He cited the results of testing done in the fall quarter indicating that more than 85 percent of the students coming to the program from the community colleges have to take 340 or 341. Community colleges are arguing that UWT should not be allowed to teach 142/143 because there has not been enough time for them to prove they are capable of preparing students. The issue is mired politically, Larry said. Additional test results would be reported for the winter and spring. If we are unable to teach 142/143 next fall, we will continue to teach 340 and 341. 

5. New Business    

A. Matt reported on a meeting between our advisers and the CSE advisers in Seattle. The advisers in the Seattle program have agreed to make available materials about the UWT program to those students who do not qualify for admission at Seattle and still want to pursue a computer science degree. Larry asked if they had agreed to provide lists of students. Matt said they had not asked this question.

B. Matt reported that the advisers would eliminate giving out entry codes to students beginning in the Spring Quarter, 2003. Changes in the online registration system will not allow students who do not have at least a 2.0 GPA to register without seeing an adviser. Matt said he expected some students would complain about the new process, but that it would serve both students and the program better in the future. Many programs have moved to eliminate entry codes, he said.

C. Matt said advising had developed a form for students to fill out requesting a waiver of a pre-requisite. Students have to petition to receive such a waiver. The form provides a record for their file and gives them the opportunity to make a case for the waiver. Faculty must still vote to waive pre-requisites…this cannot be done at the discretion of an individual instructor.

D. George reported on the Fellows Program. A meeting held at Highline Community College on Jan. 31 was successful, George said, because it allowed the Fellows and instructors to exchange ideas and focused on positive program attributes. Fellows and those leading technology programs at the community and technical colleges acknowledged that the UWT program was at a higher level than they had anticipated. Some individuals still think the UWT program is pitched too high. However, George said employers are now telling us that they don’t want graduates who have been “trained” vocationally because they do not have the depth and flexibility to grow as employees. The Fellows will be invited to the March 7 CTC meeting…and Larry plans to host an evening event for them at his home.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

