University of Washington, Tacoma

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

COMPUTING AND SOFTWARE SYSTEMS

Faculty/Staff Meeting

Friday, Feb. 7, 2003   Approved with Revision

1. Approval of Minutes from January 31, 2003. Minutes were approved with one minor change.

2. Announcements.

A. Bobbie Miller-Murray made a presentation on FERPA to the faculty and staff. She passed out a handout and answered questions about the law. Among the most important points she made: 1) student records are confidential and access to them is limited – even as regards faculty; 2) students may choose not to have any information – directory or otherwise - about themselves released; 3) students opting to restrict the release of their directory information may not restrict only part of it – they must restrict it all.

B. Larry thanked everyone who helped make the Dedication Ceremony a success: presenters, technical and support staff, volunteers.

C. Stephen asked faculty to give him their lab requests for spring in care of request@cssgate.tacoma.washington.edu
3. Committee Reports

A. Facilities 

Sam reported that a pilot project to empower students in system-oriented courses had been conducted and the students surveyed upon its completion. He said student response was extremely supportive for providing removable hard disk drives to facilitate greater flexibility in system-based projects and asked for faculty permission to purchase additional removable hard disk drives and to install a motion detector light switch in the SCI 113 Lab. This lab is dark (lacks windows) and students have asked that a lighting system be installed so that they do not have to enter it in the dark and search for the light switch. The faculty agreed that providing this support was appropriate and Stephen was instructed to go ahead with the purchase of the hard disk drives and the security light.

B. Graduate Committee

Steve reported that the Data Mining course proposed by Isabelle would be forwarded to the faculty for a vote. The Graduate Committee voted down a proposal to include an adviser as a permanent, voting member of the committee but agreed that an adviser should be an ex officio member of the committee to stay informed of its activities.

Steve reported that the Graduate Committee wanted to establish an earlier deadline for the consideration of applications to the program and then meet on all the applications at one time to streamline the application process. Larry indicated the Graduate School in Seattle has application deadlines, but that the CSS program does not. We accept applications all the way up to the start of each semester and that some applicants might have to be considered outside of this deadline structure, he said. Steve said he was particularly concerned about the deadline for fall applications being on June 15, when many members of the committee would be gone. Larry advised that the Committee should stay nimble on this question.

Steve said the committee was studying the process of course waivers and hoped to devise a process by which advisers could use a waiver form to standardize the decision-making process. No recommendation has been formulated on this yet but the committee is continuing to study this. It was noted that rarely, if ever, would course requirements be waived for Track 2 students.

Steve reported that some students were entering the graduate program without having taken calculus. Some discussion was held on which committee – Graduate or Curriculum – makes recommendations for courses to the full faculty. George indicated the Curriculum Committee was charged with making course recommendations to the full faculty. More discussion will be held on the issue of explicit course requirements for Master’s students.

4. Old Business    

A. CTC Meeting – George reported that a date for the first CTC faculty meeting was needed. These meetings are to occur one Friday per quarter in lieu of regularly scheduled faculty/staff meetings. It was decided that March 7 was the only date available for the Winter Quarter. George and Bob will work on setting up the meeting and inviting community and technical college faculty.  An agenda item for the meeting will be the discussion of the ACM Guidelines. Larry indicated that we want CTC folks to think about this curriculum so they can better understand what their students need to get so they can come here.

B. Exam Proctoring – Steve will bring a formal proposal on exam proctoring to the next meeting.

Stephen asked for help in bringing the Pinkerton Server Assembly online. Faculty said they would query students to see if they wanted to help.

C. Josh asked how the Student Listserv was populated and whether it was updated on a regular basis. He said there might be a way the list could be set up so that CNC could automatically update it from the SDB. Bob said he would look into this. Lorna indicated the list had been updated following Winter enrollment. Students are continually added and taken off when they request it or when their email addresses prove bad.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.

