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1. Announcements. 

Matt announced there were four additional graduate applications and asked the faculty to help evaluate them. Isabelle and Josh volunteered.

Sam reminded faculty about the Colloquium being held all day in Pinkerton 104.

Larry indicated he would be hosting the fellows and faculty at his house the second weekend of the Spring Quarter.

2. Approval of Minutes from February 28, 2003. Minutes were approved with minor changes.

3. Committee Reports - Facilities

Sam announced that the Facilities Committee had created a questionnaire for faculty to fill out on lab usage. The questionnaire covered categories such as current and future teaching needs (hardware/software); current/future research needs (hardware/software); general support (ibid); Cherry Parkes labs. A copy of the survey was attached to the agenda. The master copy of the survey will be posted on the shared drive. 

4. Old Business – Curriculum Discussion

An extended discussion was held about the 2 + 3 curriculum. 

Major points:

· The best students should be able to get through in two years. However, most of the students we get will require up to three years if a 2+3 model is implemented.

· The UWT CSS curriculum needs to be brought into conformance with ACM guidelines.

· The program needs to devise a strategy to ensure more students succeed. Part of this is related to curriculum development; part is related to student support.

· Many students need help with their writing. Could writing be taught better in IAS?

· More basic programming and math needs to be offered to ensure greater student success.

Larry said he believes the program can better prepare students if we offer more preparatory courses. He said he would like to see the writing course as a pre-requisite – possibly to be taken along with 305 – before students could advance instead of being put off. Significant discussion was held about writing preparation. Josh said writing might be better taught in IAS. Others said writing had to be a fundamental part of all the courses offered in the CSS program.

 A great deal of discussion was held about programming preparation: the different types of pedagogical approaches; the need for more courses on discrete structures

Larry said the 2 + 3 curriculum being considered would enable some students from the community colleges to progress to their degree in two years but that it would require most students to add up to an extra year to their studies at UWT. Most of this work would not count toward the core. 

Offering 142 and 143 would help the program better prepare students and increase student success, Larry said, if it is done with other changes in curriculum to meet the concerns being expressed by faculty. In other words, some revamping of the current curriculum is needed to strengthen the preparation of students.  More and better preparation in programming is needed. In addition, courses on organization, mathematics and design are needed. Changes in course content should be considered. 

In the end it was agreed that Larry would tell the Chancellor we still want to do 142 and 143 here and we are now not asking to do any more than that. If students come here with 75 credits (and have met our pre-requisites), we will accept them, he said. The context of this, as amended in the 3/4/03 meeting, is that if students have met all of our pre-requisites, they could actually come to the program with only 55 credits.

5. New Business – 

Independent Studies – Moshe reported that a student with disabilities had asked him if she could organize a mentoring group as an independent study project. Lots of students might be tempted to abuse this privilege. The faculty agreed that mentoring of itself is not deserving of credit. However, if the mentoring it is part of a legitimate research project, then it is ok with the supervision of the faculty member.

