University of Washington, Tacoma

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

COMPUTING AND SOFTWARE SYSTEMS

Faculty/Staff Meeting Minutes

Friday, May 16, 2003 Approved as ammended

Present: Sam; Fiona; George; Moshe; Rogene; Andrew; Isabelle; Donald; Josh; Stephen; Cormac; Carmelita

1. Approval of Minutes from May 9, 2003

Minutes were approved with changes.

2. Old Business

Curriculum committee

-The committee reported their progress in revising the curriculum and announced the following schedule: By the end of the quarter a revised model should be adopted with the intention to follow the ACM guidelines; Fall 2003 will be a period for designing and implementing the model; Winter 2004 course approvals will be processed; curriculum model will be effective Fall 2004.  This will be brought to the faculty for a vote at the next Faculty/Staff meeting.


-Other items that will be brought to the faculty for a vote:


Changing 350 to an elective


Combine contents of 425 & 301; changing it to 300-course level; making it writing intensive


Placement Exams

Programming and Math exams will need to be restructured given that the current placement tests are mainly used as an advising tool and an option for students.  Placement exams will be mandatory for every student entering 341 and will be offered every quarter.  Providing AP tests cannot be considered because they only offer it annually.  Before the end of the quarter, a proposal will be made by George for the Programming placement exam and Isabelle for the Math placement exam.  Until placement exams have been restructured and approved by faculty, the current placement test will continue to be used.

3. New Business 

TLC and CSS mentors

-With both the TLC and CSS having their own mentors, it was agreed that students with questions on CSS courses be mentored by the CSS mentors.  Questions outside of CSS will be mentored by TLC.  Donald will write up a policy and this can be added to future syllabi. 

Petitions:

David K. Hazel (to enroll in 343 and 555 concurrently) - The faculty voted to approve this petition.

George’s position

-The Institute was designed to be polytechnic and George was designated to coordinate CSS programs.  George does not feel that this has been implemented beyond the scheduling and assigning of courses.  Topic will be further discussed with Larry input on the long-term plans of the Institute.

Strategic Planning

-George attended the Strategic Planning meeting for the faculty and was very disappointed with the discussion.  He suggested that a letter from CSS to the Strategic Planning committee to discuss our concerns be a better approach than a meeting format.  A concern he brought up was the “quality control” of lower division courses.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:45

