Minutes of CSS Undergrad Committee Meeting  - Approved with revision

January 7, 2005

Attending: L. Crum, G. Mobus, I. Bichindaritz, D. Chinn, C. Calo; D. McLane; J. Nelson; L. Lyon-Banks.

· Meeting started at 9:30 a.m.

Minutes were approved.

· J. Nelson presented a student petition to register concurrently for TCSS 343 and TCSS 360.  There was general concern that the student should have some knowledge of TCSS 343 before taking TCSS 360.  Student makes the argument that subject matter was covered in a business related course.  Faculty consensus is that there’s a significant difference in content.

Petition is denied based on the lack of knowledge of TCSS 343 needed to successfully complete TCSS 360 and there’s insufficient supporting evidence to make student’s case.

· J. Nelson presented a student petition to retake TCSS 143.  The student passed the course but failed the assessment.  Student received a failing grade after retaking class (2nd time).  

Petition is granted based that this is the last and final opportunity to retake class.  When informing the student of the status of the petition, J. Nelson will emphasize the importance of concentrating on this class.

· J. Nelson proposed further discussion on student’s petition to waive a CSS elective.  The student makes the argument that a “Controlled Systems” 300 level course satisfies the CSS elective.  The faculty’s questions the content of programming in this course.  

Given that this petition is not time sensitive, the faculty sustains the status of the petition for further discussion.

·  C. Calo shared with the committee the other policies and procedures that have been drafted.  G. Mobus suggested to introduce topics one at a time because it seemed overwhelming.  D. Chinn agreed to format the document for easier understanding.  

C. Calo will send out the document via email to the committee and propose an agenda item where a topic will be discussed individually at future meetings.

· D. McLane presented a (revised) new course application of TCSS 431 Network Security to the committee for review.  There were a number of suggestions made by the committee on both the course application (catalog description; abbreviated title; justification; electives) and the syllabi (objectives; lab overviews).  

D. McLane will make the revisions and resubmit it to the committee for review.  

· I. Bichindaritz provided an update on the BA and Minor in CSS.  S. Hanks met with the Academic Directors involved and the response has been good.  The next step is to present it to all the Academic Directors.  There was some concern on the academic content.  G. Mobus had concerns that the process for approving the BA degree is longer than approving the Minor and that the proposed date of Fall 2005 is tentative.  

· I. Bichindaritz discussed the priorities of the committee for the year.  She proposed that the committee focus on service course offerings and concentrations as a viable source in attracting students.  G. Mobus suggested that we develop broad concentrations (Systems, Info. Management, etc.) to lighten the faculty load. Core courses and directed reading /Independent study courses would make up the concentration.

The faculty approved the proposal and further discussions will take place.

· Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m.

