Minutes of CSS Undergrad Committee Meeting   - Approved with revisions noted below
February 18, 2005

Attending: G. Mobus, I. Bichindaritz, D. Chinn, C. Calo; M. Stepp; L. Crum.

· Meeting began at 9:50 a.m.

Minutes on February 4, 2005 was approved with some revision.

·  Course Change Application for TCSS 390

D. Chinn informed the committee that the course is presently approved at 1 credit with 1-2 hours meetings per week and the course is currently in temporary status with the request to be converted to permanent.  The course changes proposed (effective Autumn 2005) would be the following:

1) Allow students to repeat 390, however not the same section

2) Change contact hours to 4 hours/week, meaning 2 sessions per week

It was suggested to list the other schools that have this format and to note there is no outside work. Another concern was that there was no contact between the facilitators and faculty.  This was deemed important as the intention of the 390 was to assist students needing help.  Considerable discussion took place on the purpose of 390 as it was initially a retention tool for marginal students and there’s a perception that the purpose has changed.  The purpose seems to have added another goal of furthering students into the material beyond the classroom discussion such as an extended lab.  390 allowed students to create a peer group for minority students/struggling students who may not be successful as they are unlikely to form a peer group on their own initiative.  As the 390 becomes more established and fine tuned, there’s a trend that students are remaining in this course.  There was a concern with changing the number of contact hours from 1-2 to 4 hours.  A suggestion to this concern was to add an optional 2 contact hours. 

As there was different impressions on the goal of this course, it was suggested that there be something in writing and that it be measured.  D. Chinn will bring the approved version of  390 to the next meeting for further consideration and discussion.

· Meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.

