Minutes of CSS Undergrad Committee Meeting   - Approved with revisions

February 4, 2005

Attending: G. Mobus, I. Bichindaritz, D. Chinn, C. Calo; J. Nelson; S. Hanks; M. Stepp; L. Crum; S. Rondeau; L. Lyon-Banks.

· Meeting began at 9:55 a.m.

Minutes on January 21, 2005 was approved.

·  Naming the Minor

S. Hanks advised the committee to present the top three choices for naming the minor to the full faculty for a vote.  The choices included: CSS, Computational Problem Solving; Computational Systems, and None.  There was some discussion on the pros and cons of each.  There was concern that the CSS name does not sell as we see it in our low enrollment.  It was noted that our target audience is IAS and Business students.  Students seem to resonate best with CSS as it is a department that is well established.  Computational Problem Solving name may attract the target audience better as it describes the minor and it would be more useful to the students.

The committee agreed to bring up the top three choices for naming the minor to the full faculty for a vote at the next faculty staff meeting (Friday, Feb. 11, 2005).

· Minor – Course Proposals
The committee reviewed the syllabus draft of TCSS 310, Introduction to Computational Problem Solving.  The programming language (BASIC) was a concern and it was suggested to use a more modern language (Python).  It was noted that a more modern language may be too complicated for the target audience for which the minor is focused on.  Although not included in the syllabus draft, the class will implement society implications throughout the quarter.  

The committee reviewed the syllabus draft of TCSS 311, Introduction to Database Management and Data Analysis.  Listing name brand products was inappropriate so it was advised to remove them and generalize the terms without listing brands.  TCSS 312 Introduction to Computational Networking was also reviewed by the committee.

There was some discussion on changing the prefix of the courses for the minor.  It was expressed that the letters of the prefix has no designation.  It was suggested that the courses have a prefix of TINST, which differs from the TCSS courses.  This will be brought to the full faculty for a vote.  There was a suggestion to remove “Introduction” from each of the courses.

The committee will bring forth revised syllabi’s to the full faculty, Friday, Feb. 11, 2005.  The full faculty will vote on the courses for the minor and designate a prefix for these courses.

· Meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

