Minutes of CSS Undergrad Committee Meeting – Final Approved

March 4, 2005

Attending: I. Bichindaritz, D. Chinn, M. Rosenfeld, K. Martin, J. Roshan, J. Nelson, L. Crum, C. Calo.


Meeting began at 9:35 A.M.


Minutes on February 18, 2005 was approved with slight revision.


The revision pertained to the italicized and bold section.  309 was corrected as 390.


Course Change Application for TCSS 390


The discussion on TCSS 390 continued from the last meeting.  J. Roshan informed the committee of the approval of the new course application as a permanent course.  D. Chinn provided copies of both the proposed and original versions of the course application so that the committee can compare the changes.  The proposal is to increase the number of hours to 4 hours per week and to allow students to repeat the course (but not the same section).  These changes are being proposed as students are requesting for additional time in these workshops.  The measured goals include the following: Improved academic performance, change in attitude toward learning the subject; creating a connection to the subject and creating a peer group.  Pre- and post surveys were done and the students are noticing the benefits of attending the workshops.  Grades for this quarter are expected to show improvement.  It has been noticed that students who did poorly last quarter are attending the workshop presently, an indicator that more students are becoming more aware of the available tools.  Currently there’s no statistical evidence that grades have improved but more time may be needed to show the effectiveness of these workshops.  All faculty are invited to attend the workshops to get more involved with the student learning process.

M. Rosenfeld expressed concern that there were no changes in student performance in his TCSS 321 class despite the participation of his students in these workshops.  He also was concerned of the ratio of facilitators to students (30 students: 2 facilitators).  He had suggested to implement the Quiz section model upon where students are encouraged to attend these workshops.  He feels that the current model does not encourage student attendance and he feels there’s a need to stress a strong foundation.  M. Rosenfeld senses a disconnect between the class and the workshops.

The committee agreed to continue the discussion of this topic.

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 A.M.

