Minutes of CSS Undergrad Committee Meeting – APPROVED

May 13, 2005

Attending: I. Bichindaritz, D. Chinn, L. Crum, C. Calo, G. Mobus, S. Chung, L. Lyon-Banks, F. Johnson.


Meeting began at 9:35 A.M.


Minutes on April 29, 2005 Approved.

CSS ELECTIVES

In order to open up some CSS electives to the minor in applied computing students and to BA students, the prerequisites for those electives need to be changed.  I have spoken with the instructors for these classes about these changes, and they have approved the changes.

The proposal is this:
450 Graphics
-FROM an old prereq of 360 to a new prereq of 360 OR 310
-approved by Isabelle
475 Entrepreneurship
-FROM an old prereq of 343 to a new prereq of 360 OR 310
-approved by Andrew
481 Cyber Security
-FROM an old prereq of 422 to a new prereq of 342 OR 312 (may be taken concurrently with 312)
-approved by Don

Remember that 310 is Computational Problem Solving and that 312 is Computer Networks and the Internet.  Recall also that 310 is a prereq for 312.LECTIVES

There was considerable discussion on what courses should be opened up for students pursuing the minor in CSS and the BA students.  To avoid the problem of a single course fulfilling multiple purposes, currently approved courses can be restructured as TINST rather than a TCSS course.  The courses proposed for this change would include: HCI, Technical Writing, Entrepreneurship and Technology in the Service of Global Society.  These changes can be made Spring of 2006.  It is uncertain as to how many students will be signing up for these courses.  The schedule may be set up so one classroom would seat both the TINST students and the TCSS students.  The discussion on scheduling of courses can be deferred until we determine the demands of the students.  Graphics would be an idea for a new course elective for this particular group and Cybersecurity may also be considered.  The offering of the CSS minor may open up for potential CSS majors.

The committee voted to approve the prerequisite of TCSS 475 from TCSS 343 to TCSS 360 (Approved-6; Disapprove-0; Abstain-0) and will bring it to the discussion table of the full faculty.  The faculty approved to add the TINST designation to the following courses: TCSS 425, TCSS 307, TCSS 401, TCSS 301 (Approved-6; Disapprove-0; Abstain-0).

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Impact of Dropping TCSS 301 on the General Education Requirement
Our admission requirement is that students must have:
  10 credits of  VLPA
  10 credits of  I&S
  15 credits of  Natural World
  10 credits of Writing.
For graduation, they need:
  15 credits of  VLPA
  15 credits of  I&S
  15 credits of  Natural World
  12 credits of Writing.
TCSS 425 satisfies either 5 credits of VLPA or 5 credits of I&S
TCSS 301 satisfies 5 credits of VLPA and 5 credits of Writing


                   Now that students will not be required to take TCSS 301, students could have both a writing 

  and either a VLPA or a I&S deficiency.


      Proposed:  We should explicitly state as CSS program requirements: 5 credits of VLPA or
      I&S and 2 credits of Writing are required.  They need to be covered in program electives if 

  they are not covered elsewhere.

It was noted that the general and program requirements are addressed on admission letters from UWT and CSS office (respectively).  It was thought that early this year, there was some discussion on the writing requirement since 301 would not be offered in the new curriculum effective Autumn 2005.  It was thought that both 360 and 325 should be currently designated as writing intensive courses.

 Carmelita was asked to check the faculty staff minutes and get back to the committee on these findings upon which further discussion will take place.
CONCENTRATIONS

Isabelle provided the committee a draft of the concentrations in computing and software systems.  The draft proposes to offer specializations or tracks in computer science for undergraduate students in the CSS program.  These concentrations will be accessible to students after completion of the CSS core and will consist in a series of electives within the scope of the range of electives offered in the program over two years.  The proposal describes concentration credits consisting of 25 credit hours of courses selected from the electives offered in Computing and Software Systems.

The Faculty Senate does not indicate specific regulations for concentrations, which are not transcripted options.  Transcripted concentrations are called options, and must be submitted to Department, College, University, and State approval.  The only requirement for options is that they should overlap at least 50% with a major.  New options can be approved at all levels within 3 months of submitting the request form.  There must be a faculty in charge of the concentration.  

The concentrations will be prepared, proposed, supervised by a faculty.  The undergraduate committee will decide about the concentrations.  A student wishing to enroll in a concentration should contact the faculty in charge of administering the concentration as early as possible in the curriculum, at the latest by completion of the core.

Isabelle provided a list of courses and schedules for concentrations.  The new curriculum will require students to take 25 credits of electives to get their BS diploma.  A concentration will be composed of 15 credits of electives.

Another proposal for concentrations is to require 15 credits in addition to 2 electives and 1 capstone.

The discussion on concentrations as to whether it shows up on transcripts lead to the topic of offering certifications, in the case of non-transcripted designation.  Certificates requires an approval process.  Adding the certifications to a resume would be needed as it does not show up on the degree or transcript.

It was noted that offerings of courses will need to be guaranteed in order to follow proceed with the concentration proposal.

The committee requests to have specifics of this proposal submitted for further consideration and discussion. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 A.M.

