Minutes of CSS Undergrad Committee Meeting – Draft

May 27, 2005

Attending:  D. Chinn, L. Crum, C. Calo, G. Mobus, S. Chung, L. Lyon-Banks, F. Johnson.


Meeting began at 9:35 A.M.


Minutes on May 27, 2005 Approved.

Joint Directed Reading/Research Proposal

The proposal is entitled Smart Stoplight and it is a joint effort by two students and faculty supervised by I. Bichindaritz.  The committee voiced their concerns of the proposal regarding the description and how it does not specify what problem they are attempting to solve; deliverables notes down a very general project plan.  The students planned this course for Summer 2005.

The committee will send their questions and concerns via email to Isabelle as she was not present at the meeting.

A discussion regarding faculty pay came up for teaching of the 498/499 courses.  Last summer faculty was not paid when teaching this course.  Jack has been approached with this issue but there hasn’t been any response from him.  At this point, it is unsure if faculty will be paid for the 498/499 assignments.

Independent Studies New Process

  George recommends that the new process be tabled for discussion to the full faculty for Autumn 2005.  The committee approves this recommendation.
TINST 498/499 New Course Approval

The committee made a number of revisions to the course application.  There were significant changes to the prerequisites, description, justification and credit & hours.  It was important that the outcome for TINST 498/499 differ from TCSS 498/499 as it satisfies two entirely different groups of students.  It was noted that TCSS 498/499 may not be in compliance but George will need to check on this.  Technically, the same sort of support would be required for the TCSS class as in the TINST class.

The committee approves the new course application for TINST 498/499 pending revisions.  This will be an agenda item for the next faculty staff meeting as it will need a full faculty vote. 

TINST 307 New Course Approval

The committee suggested revisions to the course application to include that the course be permanent rather than temporary, changes to the catalog description, and anticipated enrollment.

After revisions are made, the application should be reviewed by Jessica before it goes to the full faculty for discussion/vote.  The committee approves the new course application for TINST 307 pending suggested revisions.  This will be an agenda item for the next faculty staff meeting.

Doubling Courses TCSS/TINST vs. TCSS courses open to Non-Majors

There were strong concerns voiced that combining both TCSS and TINST student in one class would cause serious problems.  One set of students would be technically proficient and the other set would not have the same expertise.  It is important to note that different syllabi would be required for each of the courses as the criteria and objectives would differ for each set of students.  It would be possible to have both groups registered however advance planning would be necessary.  It was also suggested that there be 2 different class sites and recommend meeting with each group once a week separately.

TINST 475 New Course Application

The committee suggested revisions to the justification, course description and recommend that there be a syllabi for TINST 475 and TCSS 475 and that each be distinct from the other.  As this will be a winter offering, Lou Ann will check with Jessica as to the application deadline.  Lou Ann will also share the committee’s suggested revisions to Andrew.

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 A.M.

