University of Washington, Tacoma ( Institute of Technology

Computing & Software Systems 390:  Undergraduate Seminar in CSS
Section _ ( Quarter Year ( 2 credits

 
	Facilitator:  (First Name & Last Name)
	Day and Time:  twice weekly, 2 hours each session

	Email:  (________@u.washington.edu)
	Location:  (assigned room)

	Phone:  (phone number optional)
	Parallel Course: TCSS _____


Course requirements:  Must be enrolled in TCSS XXX, which is the companion course to this seminar.

 
Course Learning Objectives: This course has several objectives.  One objective is for students to gain a deep understanding of the material presented in the companion course.  The method of this course for achieving this goal is to provide students an environment where they can practice working on problems that exercise their ability to apply the concepts presented in the companion course and are likely to be similar to their homework problems.  In fact, some of the problems they will work on in this course will be harder and more complex than any problem presented in the companion course.  Along the way, they will practice general problem solving skills – skills that can be used in other computer science contexts, such as the use of heuristics, estimation, changing the problem slightly, and checking one’s answer.

Another objective of this course is for students to gain practice working in groups.  Since in computer science (or any discipline, actually) working together in teams is important, students will be solving problems in small groups.  The goal is for them to become more comfortable and effective working in groups.  Part of the reason working in groups is so important is that when they work in groups, they are obligated to communicate with others and explain their thought process to others.  Communicating and explaining helps others understand their ideas, and it also helps them clarify their ideas for themselves.  In just about any job, they will need to work as part of a team. 

Another objective of this course is for students to become more aware of the conditions under which they learn the best.  Maybe the only way they have studied in the past is by themselves.  This course might open up the possibility of another method of learning.  Most people learn best by using a combination of self-study and discussion with others.

 
Class preparation and expectations: Keep up in the companion class.  Students are expected to keep up with the readings and homework in the companion course.  The activities we do in this course are designed on the assumption that they are keeping up with the material in the companion course.  They are also expected to attend every class period.  The reason is simple: what they get out of this course will depend partly on the contributions of others in the class, and so they need to participate in order to help other students in this class. 

Grading: This course is graded on a credit/no credit basis.  Whether a student gets credit or not will be determined by the summaries that they will produce at the end of each week, their contributions to the handbook of problem solving techniques that the entire class will produce, and by general class participation.

Each week, students will be expected to summarize what they learned that week.  They will also be responsible for contributing to a handbook consisting of solutions to problems that they have solved that week.  This handbook of problems and solutions is made available to all students in the 390 course for them to refer to.  Students are expected to prepare well-formatted solutions for this handbook outside of class. A student who fails to produce three summaries or three handbook solution problems will not get credit for the course.

Study Groups: Students are highly encouraged to form study groups (both within and outside this course) to discuss the material of this course.

This course is built around the idea of working in small groups.  The hope is that students will replicate the environment in this course outside the classroom.

