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“Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies in the final sense a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, who are cold and are not clothed.”   President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s famous quote brings about wonder in the hearts and minds of the citizens of America.  If anyone has not noticed, war affects everyone, not just those directly involved in the fighting (Matsakis and Vlanton 1).  War puts a serious dent, per say, in our economic society, although it is hidden from the visual standpoint.  I am not addressing specifically the war itself, but the financial burden or the economic pains that hurt our American body as a whole.  Now, I am not a professional and do not study the war with all of its sides and twists, but I read and look, via internet and news. As a teenager I feel that addressing this problem not only benefits me, but it lets the people of America know that teenagers have views and problems.


Financial Standpoint- The war in Iraq is costing the United States billions of dollars.  According to the website http://costofwar.com, which is a wonderful site to visit, a detailed look at the money the U.S. is losing every second is given.  This money is affecting us, tax wise.  Taxes will go up tremendously after the so-called, “war” is over, to compensate for the money lost.  This affects the citizens, because if it were up to most of us, the 120 billion dollars given to the war would be put to good use. It took me, until I got a job and bought things, to realize that paying taxes can add up.  But where is it really going? 

 Instead of the money wasted on the war for soldiers’ uniforms, weaponry, bombs, vehicles, or anything “necessary” for the war, we could have paid for 17,042,588 children to attend a year of Head Start.  This is beneficial to the incoming youth, to learn as early as possible about the important things in life, so that our society can live or survive, or so that our generations and generations to come will have the knowledge to be the next to run this “independent” country.  By taking away our early learning, we are leaving our children “crippled”.  In knowing this, why are we still fighting a “war” that is leaving us “crippled”, in a way?

Instead of the war, we could have insured 51,668,348 children for one year.  Kids’ health is a huge problem in today’s society.  Though we might be blinded by it or merely choose not to look, our dollars are going into the “wrong hands”.  Each bomb that was wasted on “eroding” a mountain in the Iraqi desert could have been about ten thousand children being insured in a year. 

Wow, looking from that standpoint changes a lot. Just think about it; will the children today be soldiers fighting for no cause tomorrow?  It is sad, but the soldiers today are dying from gunshots or bombs. It is just as bad if the same men were children with no health insurance to prevent diseases, viruses, or healing of broken bones.  The children of today are symbolized as the soldiers; they are fighting in a sense to stay alive, but we do not see that.  We put our money into the men who are fighting and do not help the children who are fighting.  So in the end we are not helping the children’s fight, but helping the men fight.  Think, grasp the concept; instead of the war, we could have insured that every child in the world was given basic immunizations for forty years.  Instead of the war, we could have fully funded worldwide AIDS programs for twelve years.  


Whose war is this, theirs or ours?  Who are we really fighting?  What are we fighting for?  So many deep questions are left unanswered because of so many sides to the story and so much controversy.  The US is no longer a democracy, but a hidden dictatorship.  What the president says goes.  No, it should not be that way no matter how persuasive he may be, at least not on an elementary level.  Are we fighting because the president wants revenge for 9/11?  That is a little childish.  I understand that what happened on 9/11 was devastating and horrifying, but why take more innocent lives?  It should have been handled more professionally than that, but who are we to judge?  

My parents always told me that two wrongs do not make a right, but I guess not all parents tell their children that.  Instead of the war, we could have hired 2,296,043 additional public school teachers for one school year.    Instead of the war, we could have provided 3,057,516 students four-year scholarships to public universities.  Now as a teenager that really hits home.  That is 3,057,516 families that would not have to pay for their sons or daughters to go to college.  Think, think, and think some more.


So in conclusion, you are probably wondering why I chose this picture and why I titled the essay “America, you lose.”  Well, the picture symbolizes a man who inside is a child alone and unable to fathom the question of what is he really there for.  The gun he is holding symbolizes America’s tension.  We are held back and ready to fire at anything that comes our way; little do we know that what we fire at will not always die.  The background shows a desert, or how America, not the world, will look if childish decisions are going to be made all the time.  

The bomb that has blown up in the distance shows five years of fully funded global anti-hunger efforts, forty years of children’s basic immunizations, twelve years of fully funded world wide AIDS programs, 3,057,516 students who could have had a chance financially to better themselves by receiving a four-year scholarship to a public university, 17,042,588 children who could have attended a year of Head Start, and 2,296,043 teachers who could have been hired for one year to better someone’s life by filling them with knowledge.  In the end America loses.  Not by physical force, no we are too strong and determined for that, but America loses financially, educationally, and mentally.  Mentally, because we stooped to their level by entering this war.   We have Saddam Hussein so who are we fighting for, Osama Bin Laden?  We did exactly what Iraq or Saddam wanted us to do.  We fell into their trap and cannot get out.  America, You Lose!

Work Cited

Costofwar. “The War In Iraq Cost the United States.”

<http://www.costofwar.com
Costofwar. “Compare to the cost of PRE-SCHOOL.”

<http://www.costofwar.com/index-pre.school.html
Costofwar “Compare to the cost of KIDS’ HEALTH.”

<http://www.costofwar.com/index-kids-health.html
Costofwar “Compare to the cost of PUBLIC EDUCATION”

<http://www.costofwar.com/index-public-education.html
Costofwar “Compare to the cost of COLLEGE SCHALARSHIPS”

<http://www.costofwar.com/index-college-schalorships.htm
Costofwar “Compare to the cost of WORLD HUNGER”

<http://www.costofwar.com/index-world-hunger.html
Costofwar “Compare to the cost of AIDS EPIDEMIC”


<http://www.costofwar.com/index-aids.html
Costofwar “Compare to the cost of WORLD IMMUNIZATION”


<http://www.costofwar.com/index-immunization.html
Photo given permission to be taken from google.com

http://images.google.com/images?hl+en&lr+&ie+UTF-8&q+war_iraq_militar
