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The world I see today is beautiful and ugly. Some parts of the world are beautiful to me, for instance Canada, New York, Mexico, Paris, Egypt and more. Parts of the world that I think are ugly would include Iraq (the middle East), Harlem, the Bronx, Brooklyn and other places. To me, some of the people  in the Middle East are doing the devil’s work because they are destroying our world and theirs.  The kinds of people that I am talking about have bombed schools, homes, and buses.  Places like the Bronx and Brooklyn have their share of bad things happening too, like gun shootings, stabbings, and many more awful things that happen to people. I think this is because the world is just one big judgmental place.
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One thing that I think is ugly in the world is hate. My  family had to experience one of the biggest examples of human hatred.  On September 11, 2001, at around 1:35pm, my dad Robert and my sister Stacy were directly affected by this tragic disaster. Luckily, they escaped.  I am so happy they weren’t hurt or killed.  I was so scared that day that I almost cried.  I feel really sorry for the families that lost their loved ones.  I remember my mom calling my father to tell him what had happened upstairs in the building. My father went up the stairs and he saw the damage inside one of the rooms. He was terrified!  My sister was walking to her car when she saw the plane go though the first building. She said that she started to run like she was Marion Jones. Words cannot express how scared she was—how scared I was. 

    One of my teacher’s brother’s was a passenger on the second plane that crashed into the Towers.  The company that my sister worked for in the World Trade Center had to transfer my sister to their office in Stanford, Connecticut because the World Trade Center no longer exists.

 
After the attacks, people worked as a team to try to rebuild our beautiful city of New York. Everyone was affected and we all came together to help one another. Also, more people became supportive of being at war with the Middle East.  People are dying everyday for our country and we are very proud of them.  My cousin is one person who made America proud.  He fought in the war and is lucky to have come home safe and sound nine months ago. My photo essay is very meaningful to me because I will always remember 9/11.  I will always remember the ugliness and beauty of the world. 
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*1st picture of Imani  taken by friend and participant of Harlem Center for Education Summer 2006 Program Brielle Siler

*2nd and 3rd pictures are cited from www.baltimoresun.com, pictures taken September 12, 2001 
