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Veil of Ignorance

Figure 1: Tuskegee University, tuskegee.edu


For my February vacation I went on a Historical Black College Tour.  We visited many different schools such as Fort Valley State, Clark and Atlanta, Talladega and many more.  Seeing these universities allowed me to recognize the academic prestige that existed within our culture, but what I was astonished by the monument at Tuskegee University. This monument interested me so much that I located it on Tuskegee University’s home page (www.tuskegee.edu).  As you look at this picture, you can see that there is man kneeling low with Booker T. Washington standing over him. The man is shown to be taking off the veil of ignorance from the gentleman he is standing next to. Looking at this picture, I thought that this photo was very powerful. It makes me think about the educational strides that Booker T. Washingston made on behalf of himself and the black community towards achieving a higher education. We should all make that same stride towards educating ourselves. I feel that African Americans should receive a higher education because it is an empowering and freeing tool for them as a people.


I look at this picture and see that Booker T. Washington was a man who had a vision for his people (African Americans). He alleged that blacks would no longer live in ignorance to education.  This picture shows a man, particularly a slave, who is down so low that no one notices his knowledge, which is represented by the veil covering him. As Booker T. Washington pulls this veil off of the man, he will slowly rise up and will no longer be ignorant to education. As you know, there was a time where blacks were only allowed to work and were forbidden to be educated. Booker T. Washington would not stand for such terms and believed in equal opportunities for all.


Like many other leaders, Washington is the derivation of the African American culture rising up in education. Because of great pioneers like Washington, the black community is able to be educated with equality. Tuskegee University has a great keepsake located on their campus to remind black college students how they got there and their purpose for being there. It gives them the realization that they are not wearing the veil of ignorance anymore and will leave their university as well educated people.
 As you look around today, you will find a wide array of successful stories regarding African Americans.  From musical artists, to educators, to congress representatives, numerous African Americans are making a difference in the world, and we can thank leaders like Booker T. Washington for inspiring us to do the same.  The Veil of ignorance is now removed and it is our choice to decide how we will empower ourselves.
