
 

KAZAK STUDIES 
A T  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n

Kazak is a Central Asian Turkic language spoken by approximately 12 million people who live primarily in 
the world’s 9th largest nation, Kazakhstan, and other Central Asian republics, as well as Russia, Mongolia 
and Northwest China. Famous for its vast steppes, the legacy of nomadic pastoralism, and its vast oil re-
sources, Kazakhstan shares much in common with its Mongol neighbors to the east and more recently has 
integrated a large minority of Russian settlers from the north. Since Kazak was made the official language 
(instead of Russian) following Kazakhstan’s independence from the Soviet Union, Kazak is increasingly 
becoming an important means of communication in the region.

For information about KAZAK and the Near Eastern Languages and Civilization department at UW 
contact the NELC Undergraduate Advisor at 206-685-3743 or NELCUA@u.washington.edu 

Would you like  to understand modern life on  

the kazak steppe? 
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