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Use roots, prefixes, and suffizes

M;;f_threg favorite words. Other women like “I love vou,” but I live for “roots, prefixes, and
suffixes. 'fljhese three \ﬁords can bump up your score significantly. If you know just a few basic
roots, prefixes, and suffixes, you can write magnificent analogy sentences and prevent yourself

from falling into traps.

Guess? Yes!

Questior: Should | skip an analogy if | don't know the words?

Answer: Noooo! That's what these tips and tricks are all
about. If you know the words, you can make a sentence
and be done with it. But even if you don’t know the words,
you rarely have to skip the question. Look for a root,
prefix, or suffix. If you can’t find one you know, try making
the words synoryms {like, “A beauty queen is pulchri-
tudinous”). I that doesn’t work, then and only then should

you skip the question. You can make at least a logical

guess most of the time.

Here's an example of a rare time when a question would
be good to skip.

TALON: HAWK:
A. den:bear

B. feather:bird - -
C. claw: tiger _
D. idey: kanga.rou‘_ :

E. beak eagle

Suppose you don‘tknowwhata talonis. There'sno known
root, prefix, or suffix to help you. You try making the is
sentence: A talon /sa hawk. That doesn'thelp. Adenis a
place where a bear lives; maybe a talon is a place where
a hawk lives. Feathers cover a bird; maybe talons cover
a hawk. A claw is the hand and nails of a tiger; maybe a
talon is the hand and nails of an eagle. A joey is a baby
kangaroo (interesting word, na?); maybe a talon is a baby
hawk. Abeakis the bill of an eagle; maybe atalon s the bill
of a hawk.

- Allthe answers look good. Because usingthe trickshasn’t

helped you at all, skip this question entirely. Don‘t make a
wild guess; there’s no way to narrow down the answers.

* ' Bythe way, the correct answeris C. A tafon is the claw of
“an eagle. To help you remember this word, look at your

zipper on your pants or jacket There is a zipper company

- called Talon. It makes sense when you think about it a
zipper is rather like a little claw going up and down. -

=

For example, suppose the question is

IMPECUNIOUS: MONEY::

If you don't know impecunious, you may be tempted to make the words synonyms and simply

say, “Impecunious is money.” A tempting and logical answer may be, for example, reservoir:

water. Sorry, MegaBrain, not this time.

G\—;\ OV

AV QLUV‘}\’{

LU~

G| o i\ 0
M’] WA eAl & Profives
\ VRS % +# g- = not or without
\ YW\ 1.

3
CCO ]

) take tests.

Suppose you know that -ous means full of
santence: “lmpecunious is not full of money.
answer may be, for example, vacuum: air.
is full of water; just the opposite of what you want to say.

{1 Someone apathetic is without feeling,
finished the test and are leaving the exam room.
Fine: that means | can get some sleep tonight?”)

and im- means not. Now you can make a good
" That changes the whole picture. Now the right
A vacuum is not full of air. Note that a reservoir in fact

Y Although you can learn hundreds of prefixes and sulffixes, [ realize that you have a limited
number of brain cells you are willing to devote to this subject. Therefore, here is a list of ten i
the most commonly used prefixes and eight of the most commonly used suffixes, with ex-

o5 1~ amcles of each. Memorize them. Burn them in your brain. I'll get to some of the most commc2
? rocis later on in Chapter 4. [ don't want you to get overexcited by this stuif all at once.

Semeone amoral is without any morals, like the sadist who designed this test.

Someone atypical is not typical, like the pocket protector-wearing students who love o

uncaring, like most students by the time they have
(“The world is going to end tomorrow!

23
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SAT

WoRrbs

Learning the
Words You
Need to

Rock the
‘Verbal Section

hypogyrrationalrthombocuboids -
diffeomorphism
supermartingale
myelomeningocele
dacryocystorhinoscopy -

m:_ probably don’t know what any of the above words
mean. You probably don't care what any of the above words
mean. Once you have ?.:mrmn_ this book, you still won't know
what they mean.

The above words may be interesting and useful. But who
cares? They were put here simply to intimidate you. They will

The Two ||
Types of ||
- Words .

25

Abouv.t SAT Words BITRTLLET SECTION B
not be on the SAT. This is because the SAT tests you on the
type of words that a college student would be likely to run
into. A college student who ran into any of the above words
would suffer a concussion. : ,

There is a certain type of word that just is an SAT word. It
is impossible to define precisely what makes a word an SAT
word, but by the time you have finished our word lists you will
know what we mean. For the most part, they are words that
you look at and say, “Fiddlesticks, I should know what that
word means, but I don’t. It's right here on the tip of my tongue
but I can’t quite . . .” Another characteristic of an SAT word

' is that it isn't particularly controversial. It won’t have much

nomoézrmmxo_.io_m:omo:o:m._o:o_.m:ﬁrm:mnrmﬁnoc_m
offend someone. _ _

_._.<uo #1: Normal Words

~ Words that you would encounter in the course of doing
your homework, listening to articulate people, or watching TV.

‘Example: If you saw the movie The Wizard of Oz, you
heard the word pusillanimous. However, you probably didn’t
whip out your pocket dictionary and look it up. (If you did,
consider a career with the ETS.) Now that you are in training
for the SAT, you will have to start looking up any and all |
words that you encounter. Start now. Do you know irmn amal-
gam means!

Type #2: Decodable Words

Unusual words that they don’t expect you to r:oi off-
hand but that you can figure out if you are clever.

Example: the word decodable is a mnnommzo word. %oc
could decode it like this:

“de” = take out; reverse
“code” = words or symbols with secret meanings
+ “able” = capable of being
decodable = capable of being taken out of its secret meaning




THE VERBAL SECTION zaao_.m.u.m.:m SAT Words

( .(rmn [ started studying for the SAT, | had a feeble mem-

ory. I would spend a lot of time on the word lists, but nothing .

seemed to sink in. My feeble memory also affected other as-
pects of life. One day I met this gorgeous girl and she said, as

girls are always saying to me, “I have an unquenchable desire

for your body. My name is Jenny and my phone number is
867-5309.” I went home and I was going to write her name
down in my book of women who lust after me, but I couldn’t
remember her name or her phone number. [ knew then it was
time to do something about my memory problem.

So [ read some stuff about how to improve my memory.
Most of what [ read sounded extremely dopey, but I gave it a
try anyway. And, as they say in the world of laundry detergent,
“It worked! It really worked!”

The moral of my story is that if you have a bad memory, it’s
not because there is something wrong with your brain, it’s just
that you haven'’t learned how to memorize. We will teach you

how in this chapter. The techniques we present are more than’

cute little tricks. They will tremendously improve your ability to
remember vocabulary words and may even change your life. You
don’t have to use them if you don’t want to, but if you don’t use
them, it will take you much, much longer to learn the word lists.
The most important concept in memorizing things like
<onm_u:_m2 words is the mnemonic (nuh-mahn-eck) device. A
mnemonic device is any technique, other than pure repeti-
tion, that helps you memorize something. So for each word in
the list that you don’t know, close your eyes for 12 seconds and
think of a mnemonic device.
~ Research has demonstrated that the most successful. mne?
monic devices are visual. If you can associate a word with a
picture, you will be more likely to remember the word. For ex-
ample, if you are trying to memorize the word opulence (luxurg
great wealth), you could visualize a giant mansion surrounded
by manicured lawns and lavish gardens. Above the gold-leat
foyer, the word opulence would be spelled out in precious gem$
Within, you might imagine well-groomed fat gentlemen, thé

VIemorizing
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SAT
Worbs

Larry’s
Memoirs

Research has
shown that the
mare you do with
a word, the more
likely it will stay in
your brain. So
read, write, sing,
and say the word
and its definition.
Tattoo it onto your
elbow and staple it
‘onto your goldfish.

Memorizing SAT Words THE VERBAL SECTION

word opulence stitched in diamonds across their chests, eating
huge amounts of caviar molded into the shape of the word op-
ulence. If you make your mental pictures extreme in some way

they will be more memorable. So make your pictures extremely
bizarre, extremely gross, extremely obscene, extremely comical,
or extremely whatever you are likely to remember. (Detail is im-

* portant in mental images like this one. The more details you are

able to dream up, the more likely you are to remember the word.)

Move on to the other senses. Hear the chorus of castrati in
the ballroom singing the word opulence over the gentle strains
of Chopin played by a 50-piece symphony. Feel the silks the
ladies and gentlemen wear sliding through your fingers as you
trace the word opulence with champagne over your desktop.
Smell the delicate and costly perfumes. And of course, taste the
exquisitely fine wines enjoyed by opulent society:

After you have seen, heard, felt, smelled, and tasted the
word you can open your eyes. You're still not done, though.
Research has also shown that the more you do with a word,

- the more likely it will stay in your brain. So first read the word

and its definition, then write the word and its definition, then
sing the word and its definition, then make up a story about
the word, then use the word in a conversation, then tattoo the
word and its definition on your elbow, then staple the word
and its definition to your goldfish.

Clinical tests have also proven that the pun is a very helpful

‘memory technique. We have used puns to illustrate many of the

words in the vocabulary list. (Note: Since we want to make sure
that no one misses our subtlety, we have punderlined each one.)

If none of these techniques works, there is one foolproof
method. Neurologists say that if Hro word and its definition




Two Essential
Tools: Flash

. Cards and a
Tape Recorder

ATLEEECEEGNH Memorizing SAT Words

are repeated over and over during sexual activity, they will

never be forgotten. There is no scientific explanation for this,
but it is a widely accepted fact. Of course, we wouldn't know,

Another phenomenon you should be aware of is the serial
bosition effect. Suppose you have a long list of words to memo-
rize and you spend the same amount of time studying each
word. According to the serial position effect, you will remem-
ber the words at the beginning of the list best, the words at the
end of the list next best, and the middle words the worst.
Therefore, spend the most time on the middle of the list.

Your chances of memorizing something improve if you
study it right before you go to bed. While you sleep, your brain
sorts out what occurred during the day. The last thought that
goes into your brain right before you go to sleep gets special
attention while your brain is doing its nightly sorting.

Finally, nobody studies better with music. Experiments have-

been done with people who swear that they study better with

Pearl Jam in the background. But researchers have yet to find

anyone who really does.

You must keep flash cards and a tape recorder by your side
while you study. When you come to a word you don’t know,
look it up and devote 12 seconds to thinking up a mnemonic
device, be it a sentence, a quick drawing, or a bit of song
lyric—whatever works for you. Then write the word on one
side of a 3" X 5” card and its definition and your mnemonic
device on the other. _ _

Carry your flash cards with you everywhere. Study them dur-
ing the ride to school, while you wait at the dentist’s office, and
during particularly boring classes. Every night before you go to

sleep, test yourself on your words. Put the cards you know in one

pile and the ones you don’t know in another pile. Every night you
should be able to add five cards to the pile of cards you know.
Do a similar thing with the tape recorder, When you come
to'a word that you want to remember, record the word, its
definition, and either the example sentence that we give you

The Word List ‘THE VERBAY: SECTiI0

or one that you make up. Then you can listen to the tape while

'you are in the shower or brushing your teeth. If you can rap or

sing some of your words and definitions its more fun to listen
to. If you have a Walkman, you should listen to the tape wher-
ever you go. If your friends ask you what you're listening to,
respond casually, “It’s ‘Gretchen and the Vocab Lists’—they’re

-new out of Seattle.” If your friends ask to listen, say, “I would,

but the record company asked me not to play it for anyone
until it’s been officially released.”

- Also, you may want to take a pocket notebook around
with you to write down any unfamiliar words you come across.

~ This will not only improve your vocabulary, but will also help

your social life tremendously.
Then, after you've aced the SAT, you can sell your tape,
flash cards, and notebook to your younger sibling.
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