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One of the most pamful events I've ever witnessed hap-
pened years ago, ‘sitting with an orchardist under an awning
on his back patio, looking ¢ out at his apple orchard asan -
intense summer hail storm bashed it to pieces. He sat, help-
less, speechless, and stared asnature stole hxs year’s income.
It was gut-wrenching. - o

1 got the same feelmg‘Wednesday morning as the rain
came down, and down and down. Enough rain and ripe cher-
ries pop like overstuffed balloons. The storm Tuesday and
Wednesday dropped half an'inch of rain on local orchards

 just as their fruit was reaching its peak. The
" losses aré reported to be severe, devastating in
-some’cases. % L

Growmg chemes is risky. Growers will tell
you they expect the weather to cost them
. badly at'least, two years out of five. But this
~ storm could not have come at a worse time,

horticlilturally and economically. In recent
' years cherries have been about the only tree
fruit crop capable of producing significant
profit. The losses from the rain will be tough
Editorial Page ~ {OT Many cherry growers to absorb, but it will
Editor, .| be worse for growers hoping cherry profits
TheWorld -, will keep them in business. Some orchardists
weré counting on'profit from their few cher-
ries to counteract the losses’ from their far larger investment
in apples. For some the storm may-have w1ped out that
chance. . &

There will st1]l erries thls year, and good ones.’
Otchards at higher elevations; where the crop was not yet
ripe, will still produce some good frmt, just as orchards har-
vested before the storm did. We cherry consumers will prob-
ably have enough to. satxsfy our summer cravmgs But this
storm is another economm E low for our region and its pro-

duders, and We’véhad' her!'it rains it pours.”
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One of the most predlctable decisions ever was released
by the U.S. Court ‘of Appéals Thdrsday, vacating a lower
court ruling ordering the'breakup'of Microsoft. The court -
ruled 7-0 that Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson was guilty of
“serious 1ud1c1al misconduct” that makes invalid most of his
decisions in the Justice De artment!s celebrated antltrust
suit against Microsoft: ;&

No surprises there. Iudge Jackso 'made it clear he conmd-
ered Microsoft a criminal company and its executives nefar-
ious and arrogant. He not only did not hide the fact that his

. personal opinions were ,aﬁ'ectmg the case, he made sure

everyone knew: about Tl i
The appeals court"dxd‘u 0 d the }'lilmg that Mtcrosoft

_illegally maintained lté%onopoly in computer operating

system software. Since Microsoft’s'software runs about 90 .
percent of personal’ com%utergtha ‘questionable but rela-.
tively safe judgment. Othet: 91g1nﬁcant parts of the judgment
‘were thrown out, not just because | the e judge erred, but
because advances in technology have made them moot.
Nobody uses the products they.-were ; argumg about. Tech-
nology moved faster,than wyéfs ~A

That should be motﬁ*e: ought ettle this case and allow
the economy to move on.To r_f’ up! ‘a successful company
simply because its bosses  are agogant “and nasty,is a poor
abuse of the government’s powerﬂ‘o haVe states pxlmg on as
plaintiffs, looking to suckup cash through htlgatlon, is
another trend that should stop here. #5

ThlS ruling seems to ve halted that dubnous eﬁort and




