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Growin
nature’sw

Going organic, chemical-free
boon for competitive small farms

By MARYLEE SHRIDER

Californian staff writer

produced by conventional farming
methods. But organic farming is strug-

e-mail: mshrider@bakersfield.com gling to find a foothold in Kern Coun-
Cherie Campbell would drive 50 ty, where a mere 27 organic growers
miles just for the taste of asweet, juicy  are registered with the agricultural
orange. commissioner’s office.
Aslong asit’s organically gmwn A few growers do sell their produce
The 31-year-old ; atlocal grocery
Pine Mountain stores and farm-
Club resident is ers’ markets, but
always on the look- most ship to niche
out for fruits and markets through-
vegetables grown out the United
without chemical States.
pesticides and her- Johna Chung,
bicides. Campbell patriarch of the
discovered organic family-run Johna’s
produce about six Orchard in
years ago when Tehachapi, made
shelived in Los the leap from con-
Angeles, where ventional to organ-
organicfoodsare | ic farming in 1996.
commonplace. But The family now
going organic in grows about 80
Kern County, she acres of organic
said, takes some apples. David
doing. Chung, Johna’s
“You can find son and company
some in a few gro- = WL sales director, said
cerystoresandwe Soonjo Chung picks raspberries on ittook three years
haveanew farm-  the property in Tehachapi where  forthe farmto
ers’ f;)laf ll:fl: lftl FTE‘ they organically grow several Cf:lmplebe the tran-
zier Park that sells ; sition.
some organic pro- e s “It takes that

duce,” she said. “If that doesn't last I
will drive to farmers’ markets in Bak-
ersfield or Santa Clarita.”

Campbell is willing to go the extra
mile for organic fruits and veggies,
foods she believes are healthier and
better-tasting alternatives to those

long to clean the whole system,” the
39-year-old Chung said. “Once a year
our soil is tested. If investigators find
even a trace of chemicals, we would
lose our certification for three years.”
The Chungs have worked their
Please turn to ORGANIC /E3




