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Farm-worker bills could spur Pictsweet deal

By John Scheibe

jschezbe@msuieuc com

United:Farm Workers union

officials were jubilant on' Tues-

day ‘at the prospect of ending a

three-year ~ standoff - . with
Pictsweet Mushroom Farms

thanks to two bills signed by

Gov. Gray. Davis.

The bills, which were srgned
Monday and eventually will be
come one law, mandate media-
tion for California farm workers
in labor disputes with farmers. It

could-lead to “a new contract,
perhaps as early as April, for 270.

workers -at the -Ventura mush-
room farm.

“We will move as qurckly as

+possible to get them a contract,

said Brendan Greene a UFW or-

ganizer in Oxnard. :
Greene said a contract would

give Pictsweet ‘workers a better

medical plan with dental and vi-
‘sion coverage, a better pension
- plan and higher wages. = = -

Pictsweet workers agreed toa

series of concessions on these
and other benefits after the com-
1987, "tor within'90'days after the lay. -

pany bought the farm i
savmg it from bankruptéy. !
“The company told (them) at

the time that if they didn’t agree
to these rollbacks ‘the operation
‘would go under,” Greene said.

But once’ the operatron be-

came profitable again, Pictsweet
refused to- reinstate the’ better :

beneflts Greetie said.

Plctsweet offlcrals could not"

be reached " for. comment on
Tuesday,

" Greene said: he is confident

the bills will become law on Jan.
1, despite vows by the Western

Growers Association to sue to.-
overturn the new law.
The' Pictsweet-UFW' dispiite:

will be turned over to a media

akes “effec

progtess in' the negotratlons”

said UFW' spokesman Marc
Grossman.
Rex Laird, executlve director

of the Ventura County Farm Bu-
reay; said the new law is com-:
'pletely unnecessary and bad.

“No -other industry was in-

cluded in thls law, only: farmmg, :

Laird said:

'Laird said the law also is un-

fair because ‘it 1s armed at
Pictsweet, '
“What. happens 1f Prctsweet

'dec1des to leave California?” he
" asked. “We’ll strll be left w1th thls

law ”

“about 27 000 members,
statew1de. : :
"+ He said niew’ law will ‘make it

easier. for the UFW to orgamze ,

workers

“The law. wﬂl give -workers

- more confidenice about the bene-

fits of joining the union,” he said.

-Grossman sa1d the law not
‘onily will help Pictsweet workers,
bt the entlre UFW which has



